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VIEWS AND INTERVIEWS

No. 3 pine latb bas now become a standard
commodity, bringing from Sî.So to $1.75 per
tbousand at the miii. A few ycars ago it wvas
possible to buy No. i lth at thcse figures.
No NO. 3 lath' wvs made, the material front
wvhich it is nov mansifactured being regarded as
of no value and destroycd by the burner. Titis
is but one instance of many ecuninnies that
are now practised by the miii mtan, somne of
which have been forced upon himi by the in-
creased cost of timber.

ln connection wvith the campaign against the
liquor traffic, wve frequently liear of Il prohtibi-
tion that does flot prohibit." An instance Ias
corne under my notice wvherein this is
truc of the legislationi passed by the Ontario
Governmcnt to prohibit the exportation of logs
fromt Canada to the Uuited States. Mr.
joseph Walsh, of Parry Sound, is exclusively
engaged in the business of seliing logs for ex-
port, and,so far as 1 knowv,he bias no competi-
tor in this fine of business. He purcliases
the logs fromn settlers on lands which are
exempt front the recent governiment regula-
tions. Two years agios he got together about
7,000,000 feet of pine, but iast year could
obtain oniy about :,ooo,oooleet, the remainder,
about 5,000,000s feet, being hemlock and
spruce. The timber is floated to the Georgian
Bay and put in booms. There the purchasers
take charge Of it and tow it to the milis on the
other side.

The saw miii man is often severely criticized
for his business methods, and 1 amn inflned to
think that, in some instances at least, the criti-
cism is justifled. A gentleman engaged in the
export lumber business wvith a very reliable
firm told me that he finds the greatest difllculty
in doing business on account of the neglect or
unwillingness of miii mon to answer letters
addressed to them. He had on many occa-
sions wvritten for pricos on stock advertised for
sale witbout receiving a response. In bis
opinion, if the stock had been sold in the
meantime, it would be but business courtesy
to advise to that effect. He wvas sorry to say
that lie had less complaint to make in this re-
spect about the United States lumbermen. It
is truc that the miii man as a trie is not fond
of clerical dutios ; ho prefers to be out about
the miii, the yard, or the log pond. His ne-
glect af matters of correspondonce should not
be regardod as a brcach of business coturtcsy,
or, nt least, it is flot intcnded iii thar fight.
At the sanie time, strict attention to tue sinal
details of a business; is orteti responsible in a

* large degree for its success.

If there is one thing that tbc lumbermen
desire more than another, it i-, a continuity of
policy on the part of the Govcmrncnth wvith
respect to the regulations governing the cut-
ling of timiber." This remark was; made with
crnphasis by a prontinent timbec limit owncr.
He contcnded that in nko other buisiness wcre
there more uncertainties; than in lumbering

operations. Too littie or too mucli snow ham-

percd work in the wvoods ; the streams must
retain a certain depth of water or the logs
wouid ho hung up. Front the time the lum-
berman goes into the wvoods in the fait until
niidsummer hie is in doubt as to wliat quantity

lof logs wvill reacb bis miii. These conditions
Sare controlled by the Supreme Power and
mlrust ho graciously accepted wvbether for loss

'or for gain, but controilable uncertainties
sbotild, in this gentleman's opinion, be min-
imized as far as possible. He referred to the
changes madç. in the rate of stumpage dues
and suggested tbat tbe Governiment shouid
ait to, devise sorte plan under wvhich the
charge wvould continue uniform. He did not
oppose tbe incré-ase to $2 in tbe Ontario regu-
lations, for, hcing a limit bolder wvbo got iii
on the groutid Iloor, or in other %tords a holder
of old limits on wvbich the dues are only $r, hoe
found the value of bis timb.er enhanced by the
amount of the increased dues.

Lumber shipped f rom British Columbia toc
the United States is now subjected to an extra
duty of $55 per thousand feet. The situa-
tion is thus explained by a correspondent :
"lAccording to the U.S. Tariff Act, 1897,
Schedule D, paragraph 193, any individual
U.S. Collector of Customs can add to the
duties imposed by this act any export duty;
tax or other charge imposed upon saw logs,
shingle boits, etc.,by any country or independ-
ency. The British Colunmbia Government
bas indirectly imposed aii export taxi by pro-
viding ini a recent act that aIl logs and boîts
shahi pay a tax Of about $2.00 per M., but if
manufactured in the province a rebate is grant-
cd reducing the royalty or tax to 5o cents per
M. There are two or three milîs in Washing-
ton near theboundary "line that depended upon
British Colunibia for their supply Of iogs.
These milîs bave beeri able to convince the
Collector of Customs at Whatcomb that it is
his duty tai add the amount of the alieged ex-
port taxi mnaking the duty on somti grades of
lumber S7-50 pér M. Our provincial gavern-
nient wvili probably have to change the Act
if wve wvant ta ship any lumber into the States.
Our utilis are very short ot orders and cannot
even get enough cars from the C.P.R. to f11
the few orders that come in. At the sanie
time there is a large quantity of lumber gaing
into the North-West and Manitoba from the
Washington mulis. A good dent of this Juin-
ber is sized dimension lumber and should bo
taxed 25 per cent., but owing toi the laxity of
our customs officiers itis admitted free. In order
to evade the taxi the Americans dress one side
with a planrer and the othcr with a &'.se sa w."

THE CESOTING OF TIMBR.
The advantage of creosoting as a mens of

prescrving timber bas bieesn. recognized for
somte timo, and in England in particular this
mothod bas been adopted quite largely by rail-
wvay companios, engineers, and others.
Among the pioneers in this business 'vere
English Bras., Limilcd, XVisbcch and Peter-
borough, wvho have recently sent us an in-
teresting catalogue. Tbey point out that

reo.soting more than trebles the durability of

ail exposed timiber, and that the extra #-,to
the process is but from ten to twenty pet ent.
ln the shicet piiing of Uhe river Nette the rets.
sote wvood piling- driven in 1854-6 is stiii sN.nd.
ing firni, wvhite simiiar pilintq oxectited in t'ý9o,
oniy fourteen years ago, wvittb the sane d.~of
timber, wvithout creosoting, has scriou'Ji. de.
cayed, and lias no%% to be repiaced.

For the proper crcosoting of timber spuciai
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FILLING CREOSOTING. TANK.

plant and niacbinery are required ; the wvood
must ho closed in air-tight cylinders, and the
air, liaving been exbausted, the creosote oit is
admitted into the cylinder and forced inio the
pores of te wood at ligh pressure until an
average of, say. 8 ibs. of ou bias been absorbed
per cubic: foot of wvaod. Any stipulated quasi-
tity fromrs six ta, twelve pounds per foot cars be
foreed in, accordîng to the specification and
kind of timber, but, owing to the variation in
the grain ai différent wvood, one piece may, or
course, absorb more or iess oit than another,
but the average xvili ho reached, and ail xvili bc
found impregnated wvitb the spirit oif the crea-
sote, îvhich complely steriiizes the irood,
thus preserving from decay the sap wood as
well as the beart.

It is desirable that wvood sbould not ho cut
nor the face removed aiter creo!;tting if it can
bc avoidcd, as tîté lieavier and more valuable
part of the creosote Oil will ho noarest the sur-
face. It is claimed tthat the mere supericial

CRr.OSOTNc. TANK ReADv For CLosiNc.

coating of wvood by dipping or stceping in
creosote oil or applying it by a brush is of no
use wltatevcr as a preservative.

Tite twa illustrations show the tank employ-
cd for creosoting timbor.

Thc Qtnadian import duty cri Iubricating cil% lias
been rcduccd (rom s cents to, z34 cents lier galion.

The (,anadian import duty on pîils and tub% ci
,woad has bcen a.dv.iced trom -Q; .2o p~et çvnt.


