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IT is ilot possible ta chronicle great expansionin the lumber trade of Canada during the
year i901. The demand, however, %vas

of modcrate volume, and priccs, on the whole,
wcrc wclI sustaincd. Whcn it is considcrcd
that thc B3ritish timber nmarket was deprcsd
almost throughout the entire ycar, the figures
of cxport shipments prcsentcd in this number
must bc regardcd as emincntly satisfactor).
That there were practically no failures in the
lumber tracte is atnoiher cause for congratulation.

There wvas a steady apprcciation during the
year in the price ot white pinc lumber. This
vvas dite in large mcasurc to a revival of
tracte wvith the United States. Turning to the
figures for 1900, wve flnd that shipmcnts ta that
country were comparatively small owving to the

r7

of 5,ooo,ooo,ooo fect,although cvcry effort wvas
put forth in the wvinter of î900-1901 ta gct out
as many logs as possible. Within ten ycars
the cut in these states bas dcclined over 50 pcr
cent. While a corresponding reduction lias
not taken place in Canada, the fact emlphasizes
the necessity of pursuing a conservative policy
in respect to the cutting of timber and of
protecting our timber limits from ire.

The çost of logging has nowv become a
serious problemn vith lumbermen. Within the
past three years it has incrcascd about So per
cent., due ta the higher cost of lab'or and
supplies and to the neccssity of going furtbcr
back into the woods for timber. It has,
therefore, become absolutely nccssary that
higher prices should be obtained for lumber,

winiter wvas fitirly hcavy, agi, .%S Very lew ve,
hlung up inithc streams, tlît: nis ver, e,,

supled~vthravi material. l'lie demand %
such as to stirnulate Prodtce i, and the total
whjte pine lumber output ol -e Province wls
comparativcly heavy and SO .- liat jin excess
of thc previaus sensofl. T' Ottawva valt,
production was 6 11,00ooooo t, an ireas o
22,0009000 feet for the seast The mills in
in the Georgian Bay distrLc wcre opera,,
to their fuit capacity, a.nd t.i *g *into accqunl
the new mills that have been it into coms
sion since the export af lo,ý1  %vas prohbbî
cd, the increase is estimat to bc consid.
erable.

The volume of wvhite pine ade %vas grjate,
than inl 1900. Heavy shiprn, 's eremade 10
the United States, and there xvas a large do.
mcstic consumrption. The :.idubtres. ai tht
province were in a flourikhiiog COndition and
the agricultural intercsts enjoý cd a period of
prosperity, conditions whoich 1- rought about an
increased demand for Itambet As prices at
the beginning of the year wvere coniparatiel,
high, a miarked advance %V-11 'lot looked for,
and conscquently the range (if prices generall

Tua, Twvo Saîrno or~ FIRST CAR or LumB3ER SHiiPPED FRObi PoàTr ARTHUJR TO WVINN1PICG OVER Tiré CANADIAN NORTiHEiri RAILVA%.

unsettled condition of business prior ta tîje
Presidential ele.ctîon. Thus at the.beginning
of last year dealers and consumers ivere
carryîng exceptionally light stocks, and a brisk
huying dcmnand set in which continucd almosi.
wvithout interruption throughout the year.
Canadian mils were called upon to supply a
large quantity of the requirements of Michigan
and the Eastern States. For.the ten months
ending October 3ist the exports were 452,349,-
ooo fcet, of a value Of $15, 190,545, %% hile for the
same pcriod in 1900 the value of exports wvas
$1,530,713. The domestic dcmand for white
pine wvas likewise hcavy, and the year closed
with manufacturcrs carrying cxceptionally light
stocks of unsold lumber. The highcr grades
wecre iii greatest dcmand, the .a dvance in these
bcing qisite marked. It is estimated that
wvithin the past three years the grades of white
pine that are uscd iii saslh and door manu-
facture and iii bouse finish have advanced $io
pcr thousand. The e\planation of this is that
in the great pine districts of Canada and the
United States the quantity of standing timber
is gradually bccoming diminishcd. This is
illustrated by the production last ycar in the
States of Michigan, Wisconsin and Minnesota,
wvhere the total cut was only slightly in exccss

and it is extremcly improbable that. the low
prices of a few years ago wvili ever be reached
again.

A large production of hardwood logs ane
year aga wvas responsible for an unsettled
market for that class af lumber last year.
While prices did flot decline to any extent,
there wvas no snap ta the demand, although
tosvards tFe close of the year there wvas a
slight improvement. A lighit input of logs this
svinter is likely to bring about better conditions
during the coming season. It would be ad-
.visab!e, howvever, for manufacturers ta give
more, attention ta the export tracte, as there is
a large market in Great Britain for hlardsvood
lumber cut ta standard sizes.

From the tables following it will be seen
that the forcign shipments of British Columbia,
Q uebcc and the Maritime Provinces ivere
almast as great as in the prcvious year, wvhiIe
if complete statistics vvere available they wvould
doubtless show that a substantial increase was
made in the shipments from Ontario.'

ONTARIO.
To speak of the lumber trade of Ontario it is

necessary ta make a division between white
pine and hardwoods. The cut of pne logs in the

w#s narraw; yet the improvement which exhiit.
ed itself ea:ly in the year flnally resultcd ina
net gain in price, on an average, of about oae
dollar per thousand. ln the higher grades and
the class af lumber exported to the United
States the appreciation was fromt two ta thrt
dollars, while on the other hand si'nte el the
lawer grades remained stationary, even selllng
off slightly about midsummer, to recover tn.
wards the close of the year. Clear pic4s
which sold at $32 in igoo, broright $35 laot
year, and common stocks, which were market.
cd at $14 in 1900, realized fronto $15 ta Si&
A considerable portion of the cul af the wes.-
cri mills vvas sold'ta Mic higan dealers.

A duli demand characterized the red plu<
trade. On accounit af the unscttlcd conditim
ot the British market it wvas difficult to effect
sales early in the year, and wlaile tiiere bus
since been some improvement, the immledatt
future of this class of lumber seenots somteobit]
uncertain. Hîenlock prices adanccd dutihz,
the year from $9 ta $10.

Of the hardwood situation nothing encour-
aging can be said. Stocks wverc offere.t mao-
freely than during the previous year, and utUt:
prices did flot decline seriously, no advance (oc
the ycar svas accomplished. In sorte clamsas


