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REFERRING 10 the sawdust question and the report upon
its accwmulation made under the auspices of the Dominion
Governmenty the Nosthwesterns Lumberman says, ** The
fact about sawdust s that it will stay where it collects unless
there is something to disturh it, Leing very different from sand
in respect to shilting ; and experience has demonstrated that
it will remain a long time m water without decomposing.
Damaging effects frum its accumulation cann it always e
staved off,  But the mill men of the Ottawa valley seem to be
placed between two fires—the Government is commplaining
about the practice of dumping sawdust in the river, and the
Canadian insurance companies, for some unexplained reason,
objrct to (e use of sawdust as fuel. Judging from the practice

have 10 erect mills in this country, This is unly fair so long | without the products of our Canacian forests would be next

i as they have the benefit of their own inport duty of two

. dollars a thousand on our lumber.
;

this side the line, thete is no gootl reason why they should, If

proper piping and care is used in conveying sawdust (o the
furnace or the refuse burner, there is no extra hazard, apd if
the Awerican insurance companies object seriously to such
risks sawdust would not be used for fuel in the states so
universally as is the case.  Saw mills, planing wills and othes
wood-working establishments burn sawdust, shavings, cte.,
tight along, and they appear to get all the insurance they
want.

THE annual repart of the division of foresty of the United
States Department of Agriculture, recently issued, contains
some interesting information. The import duty laid upon
manufactured Jumber in 1872 had the effect at first of decreas-
ing importations from Canada by from 350 to 60 per cent.
until 1876.77 when an upward tendency of imports began. A
comparison of the imports of the last three years with thosc of
the preceeding three, shows a noticeable decline in all classes
of foreign products from the amounts 10 which they had
gradually increased up to 1884, when the importation of
manufactured lumber reached nearly the same amount that
was imported in 1872, For the decrease in unmanufactured
wood now, the Canadian export duty of $2 on logs may serve
as an explanation, but causes must huve worked to effect the
rduction of manufactured lumber in the face of decided en-
hancement of value of product.  The difficulty of access and
interested distance from the market is probably the explana-
tion. Itis supgested that, so faras the saving of standing
supplies is concerned, there need to be no fear or hope from
foreign competition, for the * quantity of standing pine in the
United States and Canada is reduced to a condition of
absolute control ; it is held in strong hands on both sides,
and will not be lightly frittered away.”

THE CaANADA LumserMAN closes a record of cight years
cxistence with the current issue.  Since the present runage-
ment assumed control a strong cffort has been made to raise
Tite LUMBERMAN 10 the front rank of Dominion trade journals.
How far we have succeeded in accomplishing this object our
many readers are left to judge.  Commencing with Vol. IX
we have decided to largely augment our currespondence depart-
ment by engaging the services of thoraughly relialide and prac-
tica) [correspondents a1 the folowing points throughout the
Dominion : Toronto and Ouawa, Ontario; Montreal and
Qucbec, Quebee ¢ St. John, N.B. ; Halifax, N.S. ; Winnipeg,
Man.; and New Westminister. B. C. We trust that we will
receive applications to Gl these positions from sume of he
Mmost practical and able writers 1n the lumber trade.  The
editor will look to each correspondent to faithfully report all
matters of news pertaining to the lnmber and wood workingin-
dustnies throughout his division, and discuss ail matters withan
his knowladge affecting the lumbser interests. As hiberal 1erms
s possible will be allowed those whom the editur may select
to carry on the work, and it is sincerely hoped that the trade
in gencral will further our cfforts by extending as liberal a
financial support 12 the LUMBERMAN as possible during the

year 1889,

Tuz evport duty vnsaw logs bas been raed by onderan-
councyly as authorized by stawte, frum twe to three dollars a
thousand,  This was oo duult conslerad necessary to check
th: increasing caport from Georgian Bay and especially the
very large increase that was evidenmly contemplated.  For
insjance the >aginaw Lumber & Salt Co. had just been report-
ed as having purchased three timber berths on Spanish River
from which they eapected to cut two hundred mullion feet to
be mafial n the lug o ther mills near Samnaw city. A
suincquent report frone East Sagginaw stated that st had been
anudipated that a hundred and fifty milkion feet of lugs would
Le brought to the Tiva from the Georgian Eay neat seasun,
aml that the raised dugy bad caused a teade fur two hundred
mullion feet to be declared off. It isindced well hnown that the
N higan lumbermen have been mrking very eatensive invest
ments o Canadian pine to supply tha snlls with logs. There
will nuw, howeser, be less inducement for them (o operate sn
this manner, and if they want to use Canadian logs they will

The Michigan lumbermen
are very much disgusted and threaten to use all their influence
to procire an increase of the United States import duty on
lumber in order to consoule sheir disappointed hopes.  In this,
however, they are not likely to be successful, for there are also
important interests in the country which are eager tu see the
duty on lumber reduced or removed and they would protest
very strongly if instead of a reduction there were an increase.

Just as the Novemler issuc of THE LUMBERMAN was
going to press word was received from Sault Ste Marie that
the Spanish River Lumber Co. (Buswell & Co.) of Michigan,

. had failed, with liabilitics $100,000. A week or so previous to

this announcement une of the company's mills was burned on

, the Spanish River, the cstimated loss being $40,000, without

P dechined 10 carry the company'’s paper any longer.

insurance. The Canadian Bank of Commerce was the largest
creditor, beiny interested to the amovnt of $60,000, and they
The
authorities of this bank also suspected some fraud in connec:

" tion with the recent fire, and accordingly had a warrant sworn

! out for the arrest of the principal of the defunct firm, F. E.

Buswell, and placed it in the hands of a couple of officers to
exccute. They succeedwd in serving the warrant at Spanish
River. The prisoner ‘asisted on dining before he left, and
invited his captors to partake. They accepted, and while they
were so engaged Mr. Buswell stepped outside to see a man, as
he said, who happened to be on board the company’s tug,
which stood alongside with steam up.  Mr. Buswell no
sooner touched her deck t-at she cast off, and before the
officers of the law had fir shed their meal, had him well or:
his way to his home acr ss the lines, where he still remains
and defies his would-be captors.  The resul® of the failure of
this firm will strike a heavy blow at the lumbering trade on
the North Shore of Lake Huron. They had about 200 men
in their employ, 150 of which were already in the woods at the
ume of the falure. It is stated that sume of these men have
so far trusted Buswell & Co. as to leave their wages with the
firm, and in some instances as much as $500 has been deposit.
ed.  The report chat the burnt mi!l would soon be replaced by
a new one is a mistake as the company has decided to tow its
logs in the future to Detour or Cheboygan for sawing.

REFERENCE was made in our last issue to the case of . R.
Hazleton, of Michigan, which is now before the exchequer
courts, This suit is attracting a great deal of interest in
lumber circles as it will deaide what constitutes dimension
umber in the interpretation of the present customs faws of the
Dominion. The mimster of customs has filed his defense in
the cxchequer court as the Crown’s defense. It reads as
follows :

It 1 admatted that the claimant did, duning the years 1553-1884,
importinto Canada from the United Statesaquantity of oak lumber
and timber, but it is not aware that the quantity or value of such
1< correctly set out in the statement of claim. The fact is that the
oak lumber and timber so imported by the claimant were manufac-
tured, inasmuch as the same, at the time they were imported into
Canada by the claimant, were not oak planks and boards coming
within the classesof lumber and timber mentioned in the 720th item
of the taritt as free of duty, but on the contrary, such Jumber and
timber were manufactured. inasmuch as the same were, at the time

 they were imported into Canada, sawn, cut and shaped to the exact

. which thexcrown was legra

wzes and dimensions required for the separate parts and pieces, of
the wood-work of railway carsand carriages. and were, therefore,
dutibleunder the items so‘ and 06 of the tatiff : in conscquence of

ally and properly entitled to e paid the
dutics thercon, Itis denied that the amount of
by theclaimant to the customs oficers under pratest, 'as meptioned

' in thestatement of claim. Qn the contrary. it was paid by claimaut

f

. toms upwards of three years

without compulsion. Further, it is contcnded that the amount
<ought to be recovered was pad b’y the claimart s dutier of cus-

before the commnencement of this
action, and no application for repaynent was made within three
years before the action was commenced. Hence no action lies

, against the crowz.

Mr. Hazicton hases his clayim on section 726 which provides

. that **lumber and umber, plank and boards, sawn, or bass.

. imported into Canada free of duty.

wood, cherry, walnut, oak, cte., not manafactured ™ may be
The scctions 504 and 506
of the customs acts, and under shich the minsster of customs
has classificd Mr. Hazleton's lumber, reads. ** Wood and
manulacturess of, and wouud-ware, namely, pails, tubs, churns,
brooms, brushes and other manufactures of wood not clsewhere
specified, 25 per cent. ad salorem, and lumber and timber not
clsewhere specificd 20 per cent. ad waforem.” A date will
shortly be fised for the hearing of the case.

AN agitauon has already been started by Michigan lumber-
men to sinduce Congress tu double the import duty on Canadian

: lamber. This, as will readily be scen, is intended as an off-
. set tu the recent incicase in the export duty on pinelogs by the
. Dununion Government. Such activn on the part of out neygh-

!

bors will nnt cause the slightest surprise to Canadians, as they
are already quite aware ufthe Yankee capacity for retaliation,
Neither Jo we fear such retaliation, even should . be adopted,
which s certanly very doubtful. The United States has arniv-
ed at that stage in the history of its lumber industry that go do-

82,733.25 was paid !

© to put a stop to the piactice.
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to impossible, and should Coungress add another $2 import
duty the change will militate more against the trade of that
country than it will against Canada. For years American
lumberinen have been cutting alt theiravailable timber regard-
less of future demand, and now that they find their limits ex-
hausted, they are compelled to look to Canada for a future
supply.  But while they come in competition with cur own
lumbermen in picking up some of our most available limits
they refuse to build mills in this country, but seek to tow the
timber through Canadian waters to Amcerican mills,  When
the Daminion government two or three years ago placed an
export duty of $2 per thousand feet on Canadian logs entering
the United States, it was thought that that would be sufficient
It has been seen, however, that
while it has diminished the export of logs to a considerable
extent the practice is still being indulged in.  Brother
Jonathan may equirm and threaten Canadians with retaiiation
in its most gastly visage, but on the lumber question we
certainly hold the trump.  Canadians eatend the hand of
good-fellowship to our Yankee friends and invite them to juin
in fair and cquitable competition, but will not sanction the
cutting of our timber to be manufactured in American milis.,

HARDWOOD INSPECTION.

One of the subjects but seldom touched upon heretofore
in the columns of ‘THE LUMBERMAN is that of inspection of
hardwoods.  In order to cultivate the «desire to inaugurate a
a upiform system, which, whatever else it might do, would be
a step to making the culling of our hardwood somewhat similar
by each culler, we have prepared the following, which we
think will be found to be in practice about what is done by
most of our hardwood inspectors.  The rules as given have
been followed for years by many of our readers who have
given particular attention to the timber growing i differ-
ent parts of the country, and we fancy they are about as neac
right as can be applied in actual culling.

It would be a matter of considerable interest if some of the
hardwood inspectors would give their views on the subject.
Should a discussion be brought about and the rules herewith
<ondemned as being tvo ngid, we shall be pleased 10 se= the
subject thoroughly gone into by pracuical cullers.

AsH.—Th= standard lengths are 12, 14 and 16 ft. The
standard thicknessesare 1, 1%, 134, 2, 234, 3, 4, and §inches.
Waggon tongues—to be cut from the toughest timber and
be free from all imperlections, particularly that of cross grain.
Length 12 & 6in.; size 2x4 atone end by 4x4 at other, and
234x434 at one end and 43§ square, splits not allowalle,
Firsts—Must be not less than 12 ft. long nor under 8in. in
width and at such width and length be clear. At 12 1n.

wide a standard knot will be admitted and no other
defect.  As width and length increase defects are allowable in

proportion, but in no case shall defects be such as to prevent
the prece from being used as 2 whole in the best kind of work.
Seconds—Width not less than 7in. nor ynder 10ft., and at such
much be clear.  £rom §to 9 in.one standard knot allowed. As
diuensions become greater imperfections are allowed in pro-
portion, but fivessixths of the picce, as a whole, must be suit-
able for good work. Heart shake, roi, dote, wormholcs and
bact manufacture are eacluded from Nos. 1 and 2. Alt Jumber
to be cut 3§ in. over the required thickness and well manu-
factured. I black ash particular attention is directed to the
anuular rings, as ia inferior qualities of this wood they are
often detached.

Basswoon.~Standard lengths are 12, 14 and 16 ft.  The
usual thicknesses are 1, 1§ and 1% inches. Firss--Must not
be less than 7in, and free from all defects.  Secords—Must not
be less that 5in. at this width, and up o 6:n. must be clear,
As width mcreases defects are allowed i proportion, but no
piece however wide having black sap shall be taken in this
grade.  Sap mwust be bright and in good condition.  Pieces
having defects so aumer as or of such nature as to sender five-
sisths, as a whole, unsunable for finsteclass work mwust be ex-
cluded, Al lumber to be well manufaciured, plump thickness
and {ree from stain,

Beecn, Birc, MarLe.—Standard lenghts are 22, 14 and
16 fect. Standard thickness 1, 14, 134, 2, 2%, 3,4 and 5
inches. MNewels—Must be free from heart and cut so as to
square 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 inches. Length to be four feet
or the multiples thereol.  Balusters—Must Le cut ex-
actly square 2, 24, 234, 3, 4 inches, and o. length
from 28 to 32 inches, to be entirely free from all
defects. farsts~ To Le not kss than Sin. wide and
perfectly clear to 12 inches. At 13m. one standard knot
allowable ur onc and one-fourth inch of sap on one edge and
side, with a perfect face.  Defects in proportion to width and
leagth, but in no case shall the defects prevent the piece from
being used as a whole.  Sap must be bnght. Al picces to be
evenly sawed, square butted and squarc edged, plump thick.



