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to consider the actuai fire risk, so far as
each individual building requiring insur-
ance is concerned, with respect to its con-
struction, the manner in which it is occu-
pied and the nature and extent of its
surrouidings, and to lix the rate in ac-
cordance t.herewith, and then, to lessen
the cost if the r'isk is lessened, and if the
danger is subsequently increased to make
a corresponding , increase in the rate-
This systen of I" schedule " rating not only
conimends itself as being an emiinently
just ane, but also one which %vill benelit
the company, the coinunity at large
and the insured limself. The corninunity
,will be improved by constant beneficial
changes made in buildings wit.h a view of
reclucing rates of preiluin ; the company
wvill be benefitted by the improved amount
of desirable business ivhicih snch changes
will occasion, while the insured himself
vill experience a good effect in viev of
the additional security whieh tlie insur-
ance company can then off'er in conse-
quence of the decrease in their liability ta
loss. 'l'lie varions comnpanies doing bulsi-
ness in the smaller towns vould also
mnaterially assist their agents by doing
away ivith, thoir classes of " prohibited "
risks. 'Tlie company wliicli absolutely re-
fuses, uder any consideration, ta take
risks of certain descriptions is not carry-
ing out the principles of lire isurance
w'hicl it professes to advocate. It is its
duty as such insurance company ta take
ny risk, proyided an adequale rate is oh
tained, and provided also the application
does not bear any taint Of fraud or greater
'nioral" lazard tian it can prudently
aissunle.

Again, companies should become re-
sponsible for the acts of their agents, just
ns individuials or institutions in othor
branches of business are liabla for the
aets of their like representatives. Let
nianaging directors, if necessary, take
greater security than they do (for, ind.eed,
the bonds now taken by them nieiely
provide for the monthy remittances of
agents), but at the saine Unie lot themn
choose competent,reliable men,and, by be-
coming responsible for their acts, they will
not only obviate a great many difliculties
wyhich now surround the business of fire
insurance in country toins, but will also
gain for.theircompaniies a greater degree of
publie confidence and a far larger.amotmnt
of business of a desirable kind., Coin-
panies would also do well o lay, aside the
jealousies wliich so frcquently exist be-
tween them, and centre their.business in
the care of fewer- and more. responsible
men. Crooked competitionwould.tîus be.
reduced ta a. mininum, and competent
men,-nien whîo would nake insurance a

study, and would bring care and fore
thoughtinto the field,-would be induced
ta take upon theniselves Uie destinies of
our best conpanies in the precarious
walks iofrt'al business. It is uidoubtedly
the dut-y of every company ta discliarge
sucb of its agents as are found guilty of
pi'actisiing crooked coiiipet.ition. This rule
should be enfoiced wi'tl the inost, rigid
severity, as otherwise really good agents
will soon bc few and far betveen, and the
affairs of the coipany ivill rapidly be-
cone sadly deiîoranlized. 'The last point
iwe iwoild iipress upon companies, as a
duty whlîicl should te performed in the
interests of tleir agencies in country
tawns, is the dulty of frequent inspîections.
Most colnpaiies aie possessed of compe-
tent inspectors, but few, if any, cause tlei'
agencies ta be inspected with aniytling
ilke a sutllicieiit degree of frequency. A

good ageni, ole who desires ta doa a
proper nd profitable business lor lis
compainy, should not and vill not desire
ta fight sly of inspection, but will b
st.imuilated and encouraged thercby. No-
thing is sa apt ta prompt iiim ta hionecst
efl'oit as a knowledge of the fet lthat lis
coinpany is satisfied witli lis wvork. Ie
caniot fcl sure thit they are so satisfied
iliess they make inspections, nd cr-
tainily, if lie is auxious ta guard against
crrors in the future, lie will desire rather
than object ta have pointed out to hii
any flawvs wlich lay exist in the work lie
las done. To sucli of oui conipanies,
therefor'e, as desire thie licarty co.opera.
tion of thir' agent w' w'ould say inaugu-
rate a systein of frequetit and. thorough
inspection i i iis eininiîtly in the interests
of the company, n)d cannot fail ta prove
similarly benelicial ta the agent wvlio is
desirous of doing a really lioiest, straighit-
forward and profitable business for the
company luîehi he represents.

In conclusion w'eliave just tNo points ta
urge in which benelicial changes can be
inade by ieans of statutory eiiactiiets
for the good of the agencies o insurance
colmpanies in, country t.amws. One of
these is ta doline the povers of agents by
Adt of. Parlianient, and ta inake tleim
persoially responsible for aniy act of care-
lessness, omission, negleet or fraud for
which they are theniselves wliolly accouint-
able iiith transaction of their business.
'Tlie other is ta make it incumbient upon
insurance conipanies ta appoint their
agents fromî a list of such candidates as
may have.passed a preparatory exanina.
tion before a properly qualified board, o
undervyriters. On.the last point w'e took
occasion ta enlargo in, one ai' two of. our
issues about ayeariago. Weneedonlyst.ate
that the rnharks w'e then made iay again

be used in this connection, and that we
still believe that, until sone such strin-
gent systein obtains in this country, the
management of fire insurance business in
our snaller toins will continue to be con-
dtted<l with the saimo degree of inconm-
petence nid lack of proper care and
attention wllich so frequently. distin-
guishes it in nauy parts of Canada at the
present tine. In the ineantime we con-
nend the suggestions iwe have iow made
ta the careful considerition of country
agents, in tlie earnest hope that their
peru'sal will not be unacconipanied with
betieficial results.

BUSINESS GIANGES.
'he more iiiiportnt business claniges of dhe

pist week lire ns follows :-
Dissohitions :--B. l utichinus & Co., filters,

Montreal; alcililllain & i Parkman, carriages,
Ariclhat, N.S.; Bourdon & tatyiioid, fisi,
Isle Bizard, Qule.; Asi & Bcemaniiiii, ph'ysi-
czls, Ceitreville; Turner Bras., salwmill,
Ilillsdale, OtI, Jias, Turiie', coiintiies; E.
tBerwîick & (o., general store, Slhelhuîrne;
Whitney' & 3orton, reaîl estate agents, Toronto ;
J. Martin & Son, engine works, Toronto ; Huil-

bvrt & Foss, carriauges, East Farnliami,, l. I.
lilbert continues; Purvis & Gioriel, gro-
ceries, Otterville, 1). Pur'vis, contimuies; E.
Marris & Co., paints, oils, &c., Toronto.

Ofer ta compromise;-11enderson & Co.,
iilliiery, Toronto, at 50 cents; Jampbeluctl &
Cassels, bankers and brokers, Toronto, at 10
cents. ; IHyndaiiiin Bros., general store, (Jhanr-
louetown, P. E. I.

Goiîuroimised :-A. J. Turcott, groceries,
Qiebec, at30 cents in 3, 6, 9 and 12 noiths;
Maxwell & Grainm, genieral store, Chesley ;
W. Muirhead & Co., Toronto, at 25 cents;
Armouir &.Hartwll'generalstorc, Jarvis, ut G0
cet5.

Selliig or sold out:-W. E. EIis, hotel,
LeCfroy; John OJ'Rielly, hoiel, Sclonberg; W. P.
Mlarston, giiiisiiithu,Toi'ronto; W. G. York, triigq,
Witierford ; Thos. Miigee, Baie Verte ; Samuel
Correll, geierit store, Carleton ; Geo. 'Tlioii-
so, geieral store,, Blenlieim; Jolin Siaiderson,
liuiber, St. Mary's; Richard Tannier, boots and
slhoes, Pictou, N.S.

(onimiecing or recently comneneeil bisiness:
-J. J. DIvis, iotel, Ctiailtottetownî ; Wmo. Beckc
& Co., cigar box miiaiuifactiurer's, llideii, Oit.
Tiuis & Bros., genmeral store, BlenhlIeim.; W. J.
Welsl, furnituire, Blythi;-Broderick, general
store, Brissels; Fred. Morg, groceries,
Ilamilton ; J. C. Turnbill, tinsiith, lillsdile ;
Jas. Arnstrong, luinber, St. Mary's ; P. Moore,
fancy goods, St. Tliornas; J Kerr & Co.,
clotlinug, &c., Straford; A. A. Miller, dry
goods, Fredericton ; G,. Blair, iotel, Gîrand
Falls; V. R. Borteam, boots aniîd sh oes,
Catrilottetownut; Iluigli McbCuilîloiglh, ,earriaîges,
GoldWatýer, Ont J W Maly,,druigs, Wierton,
ot.

01rer business for sie:1-Grindail & Wood-
cock, door icuil sash ictory, Mount Albert,
Ont.; Lee & Bo'd, general store, Clifford
Ilenry Tlioipson, lardwa're, Uxbridge.

New co-pqrtiierslip:-J H. York, driugs,


