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the' Premier o slight the prerogdtives of  the
Crown, and that there was only, on his part,an
error committed in good Caith in the interpreta-
tion that he gave to-words used by the. Lieute-
pant-Governor in 1he interview which they had
on the 191h of February. instant, words which
did not imply the authorization attributed to
them by the Premier. - With this juterpretation,
and the! instruetions in consequence given by
the Premier to the Hon. Messrs Angers and
Churel, these 'gentlemen. did: not - williugly do
anything aguinst the duties of their office. = As
to the blank which the Lieutenant-Governor

addressed to him from Riviere Ouelle, the Lieu-.

tenant-Governor knew that stch blauk wus to
be used for the purpuse of submitting the esti-
mates to. the House..» This nct’ was & token of
confidence on his part, ag'stated by the Premier
in his letter of the 27th, but it was confidential.
The Lieutenant-Governor deemns it lis duty to
observe that in hiz memorandum of the 25th of
Febrnary instant, he' in no. way exprcsgedk the
opinion: that he thought tlmt.lf)e Premier ever
had the intention of arrogating to himsell the
“right of” having measures passed without his
approval, or of shghtivg the prerogatives of the
representative of the: Grown, " But the Premier
must not lose sight of the fict. that, although he
had not so intended, it'still exists; as was told
him by the Licutenant-Governor, The fuct of

lmving submitted severnl new. and important

measures to the Legisluture without having pre-
viously, in’ any’ manner, consulted ‘with the
Lieutenant-Governor, although without any in-
tention of slighting bis prerogatives, gives rise
to one of ‘ihose false positions which places the
representative of” the: Crown in a difficult and
critical -position-with reference to Loth Houses
of the Legislature. The Licutenant-Governor
cannot adinit' the responsibility of this state of
things 10 test upon him. 8o furgs concerns the
billintituled * An Actrespecting - the Quebec,
Montreal; ‘Ottawa & Qccidental Railway,” the:

Premier cannot apply 1o, this. measure the pre-:.

tended general authorizntion mentioned by him':
“in hig’ letter, for - their intesview took place on’
the 191l of February, and the bill had then been

before-the. House for, several” days, without the

Licutenunt-Governor hiving been in any man-
ner informed of it by his ndvisers. . The Lieute-
nant-Governor then told'the Premier how much
he regretted such legislation; he represented to

him tliat ke considerved it to be contrary to thic:
Notwithstand--

principles of luw,and of justice. .
ing this, the . menasure was pushed on until it
was adopted by both Houvses. ™ It"is true that
the Premier gives in his letter as oue of his ven-
sons for so ncting, that this permission of making”

use of thé name of the representative of the’

Crown had bieen, morcover, always allowed to
Jhim by the; predecessor of - the present Licute-
nant Governor, the lumented Mr. Caron. " This
reason” canunot © avail - with- the. Licutenant-

Governor, for: by go . doing, he would abdicite

his position as representative of the (rown, a
proceeding which meither the Licut.-Governor
nor-the Premier could reconcile with the duties
of the Lieut-Governor towards tile Crown. - The
Lieut.-Governor regrets to be compelled to staty,

‘as he {old  the’ Premier, that he -has nat been

genertlly- informed -explicitly of the measures

adopted by the Oabiuet, although the Lieut.- :

Governor often’ gave oceasion therefor to-the
Premier, especially -during the course of last
year.: I'he Lienlenant-Governor, from time to
time, since " the last session of the' Legislature,

Cdrew the attention of .the Premier to several”

‘matters vespecting the intetests of ‘the Province
of Quebec, amongst others,—1st, to the enor=
mous expenditure occasioned by very large sub-
sidies to:several railways, when the Province

was burdened . with - the construction: of  the-

trupk line of railway. from Quebee to Ottawsn,
~which should prevail overiall others, and this at

a time when our finnnces compelled. us' to raise:

loans disproportionate to our revenue j 2nd; "on
the necessity of: reducing the'e
civil govermment and that for legi
of having recourse to’new: taxes, w

wtion,in place
ith a view of

-avoiding: financial embarrassments. © The Lieu- -
e tennnt-ﬁqvemm‘, although- with' regret, also
.. expressed‘the; opinion: to the; Premier that the
-+, orders-in-council for theincrease of the salaries

xpenses of ‘the

of Civil Service ‘employees seemed to' him to he
mopportune »i o ime when the Govermnent had
efleeted. witli the Bank of Montreal'n lonu for
Lalf & milliny; 021 condition of carrying  this
lonn to one million, at the rute of 7 per cent,,

aml in fuct, to-day even (1st-Mavel:), the Licut.-

Governor was obliged 1o allow an - order-in-
couticil to be passed to'sceave the last halfmil-
ion, for the . Governmeut wouldl he nunble (o
nieet its oblignt.ung, us was told me by the houy,
the Treasurer, Ly order from the Premier. The

Premier- did not . then, _nur smee, infurin the -

Lieut.-Governor. that the Governuent were in
steh an fimpecanious pusition g would require
special legislation to lnerease the public bueden,
The Lieutenant-Governor therefore stated and
repeated these things o the Prewver, and now.
deems it lis doty to record thém here, in ordsr
that they may serve a3z a meniorandum for him=
self and the Premier. Tt -results, thevefore, Lst,

_that alihough the 'Licutenant-Governor- has

made severnl representatious, in his quality of
vepresentutive of the Grown, tuahe Premier, on
these various subjects of public intevest, his nd-
visers have taken admijmistrative arul legislative
steps’ contrary to  such' representations, aad
without” having . previously advised hun ; 2nd,
that the Lientenant-Guyvernor has, without eyil
motives, but in fact been placed in e false posi-
tion; by:heing exposed to n contlict witly the de-
sires of the Legishttwre, which be ackuowledges
to be paramount: when these desires are ox-
presedina constitutionad minnuer. . ‘The Licu-
b nant-Governor has atteatively read and exam-
ined the memorandum and  documents which
the Prewier was' Kind gnough to bring him yes-
terday. - Tn 1his record are petitions from seve-
ral municipal corporations, and from citizens of
difterent Joealities, addressed to the Lieutenant-
Governor against the resulutions and the Gov-
ernment bill respecting  the Quebee, Montrenl,
Ottawa and Occidentnl Railway. " The Licute-
nint-Governor was only yesterday in n position
to take communication.of some of these peti-
tions, beeuuse. they bad not been transmitted to
him before the record. - The' Lieutenant-Goyer- -
nor, stfter mature - deliberntion, cannot nceept |
the ndvice of the Premier in reference to the
'sanction to be given the "Railway bill jntitnled
“CAn Act relating to the Quebee, Montreal, Ot-
tawn & Qceidental “Railway.”  For .all these
reasons, therefore, the ' Licutenant-Governor
cannot conclude this ‘memorandum withont ex-
pressing 1o the Premierihe regret which he fueels
in being no longer able.to retain him-in his po-
sition contrary to the rightsand prerogutives of
the Grown.: T R

o (Signed,) ,l ' n,”
: o ) ' [ L"_ » M .”
On the afternoon of the 2nd Mr. DeBou.
cherville called at Spencer Wood, and had
a conversation, the effect of which was
that Le told the Lieutenant-Governor that
% he understood ‘thﬁt he was' dismissed
‘from the office of Premier,”. and was in-
“formed in reply that ““he was to take his

“own interpretation from the létter.! ‘Ile
’subsequently asked [or permission to make

the usnal explanations, which was granted,
and he was then consulted “as to the per-
sons whom he shodld 'send for,” but de-

elined ‘giving advice, on-the ground that,

having been dismissed while supported by
a majority, he was in'n different position
from a minister who had been beaten. Tt
is unnecessary to copy more of Mr. DeBou-
chierville’s lettér than the” reiteration of

this profound respéct for-tlie rights and

4 prerogatives’of the Crown, and iy devo-
“tion to the interests of our Province,”  In”

* justicé to the ex-ministérs - we copy. M-

Angers’ memorandum”
Licutenant-Governor :
The resolutions vespectling the North Shore
Railway were submitted 1o the House only an
the 20th of Januarvy, afler the telegram” had
heen received from the Lieuti-Governor,  that o
formy, sizgned in bluak, had been mailed o M.
DéBoucherville in repiy to his despaten of the
previous duy, snying, “ Cun you send me suthor-
ization resolntions respecting finances?” . Ou
the 30th- of January, the first resolution was
reported from the committee of the whole ; on

in’ reply to the

o the 3lat it wag adopted by the House ; on the |

Ist of Pebruary the (touse aguin went into com-
mittee of the whole, and reported the other re-
solutions on the snme subject. - But it was only
ou the ath that the adoption of the report off
the committee was earried, the louse throwing
out the motion of' nen-confidence on this point
by 33 1021, On the 51 of February, a bill
bused au these resolutions wus introduced. The
second reading was delayed until the 18th ot
Februnry ; the third reading ‘took place on the
19th.  During wdl this- time, the Licutenant-:
Governor, to whom the Votes nnd Proceedings
were sent every: day, remained silent. On the
19th of February, Mr.. DeBoucherville met the
Liewtenunt-Goveraor, and in the conversation
which they had on the subject of this measure,
thought he hnd satisfied him on its fegality and
the urgency of its being passed. The Licute-
muont-Governor was so lur from being explicit ag
to his intentions that M. DeBoucherville "left
Lim with the impression: that he was authorized.
The: Lientenant-Governor does not contend, in
his memorandunm of the 1st of March, 1878, that
he had given orders to suspend this legislation,
sent up to the Legistutive Council:.- This bill.
had gone through its third reading before the
first letter was received from the Lientenant-
Governory-dated the 25th of February, but only
deliveied ‘ut 4.30 p.m.-on the -26th. . Lu’ fuct,
the Licutenant-Governor, in his letter of the st
of -Mnarch, ‘admits that hé did not in any way,
in' his memorandum of the 25th of February,ex- .
wess the opinjon that he considered the Premier
1ad intended to arrogate to himself the right of
getting measures pussed. without his approval,
or of slightiug ‘thie prerogatives of the represen-
tative of the Crown.  Iaving ascertained thac
‘n misunderstanding existed as lo the interpre-
tation of the anthorization asked by telegraphic
despaich on the 28th of’ Junuary, and wnended

“on the 20th by n message: stating that a form

signed in blank had been sent, and, in view of
the impression left by the conversation of the
19th of February in Mr. DeBoucherville's mind,

“should the Lieut.-Governor bave waited to make

known, ‘for the first time, the existence of  this"
mistnderstainding  nntit the 26th of Febeuary,
at which date. the whole of- the legisintion ot
which he complaing had - been' discussed and -
voted: in the allirmative by both Ilouses?.The .
confidence shown by the Licut.-Governor-on

- the 29t of January iu. Mr. DeBoucherville, by

forwarding "the form signed.in blank, was cal-
cnlated to justify him in interpreting the silénce.

“of the Lieut.-Governory at least as not meaning

a dissent. - After their interview of: the 19th of:
[ebruary, the silence observed ‘until the  261h
of Februnry was also of n nature to-lead him -
to believe that he had a. general authorisation
to submit’ to.the Housc all mensures which the -
“publie service requived. " On the 31st of Junuary, |
twenty-six days previous to the first memoran-
dum Jof the. Licutenant-Governor, 'the ’ hon,
Treasurer made his Ludget speech, in whicl
be announced -the new taxes which it would
be necessary - to ‘levy to-meet the obligations

. of ithe - Province—obligitions ‘contracted.” st~

veral years past; and resulting frow the policy
then inaugurated on raitways,:and "which had
received - the  concurrence ofseveral members
belonging Lo the party - oppesing the: Govern-
ment.”; Can - this speech, . published. in: extenso.
by -the ‘press of the whole ¢ountry, have esenped
the notice of the Lientenant-Governor... On the,
19th - of . February the resolutions -demanding
more taxes, but at -a~lower Trate than the’ one:
mentioned by the Treasurer in his Speech, were’

presented, and the 20th were adopted by'a vote .\ *

ol 39 against 22, - The Licutenant-Governor, in .




