
THE TRUE WIFE

parquiet. At oiw enid a hligl djouble
4 toor led to thle Tri ai i)n d rawi ig-
reom wvith itx lovely pan1)Lelsg pailited

by attau At the ýoher end there
vas the well-known orangery. ilyf
ilihtid and fill of the inlgled scetaý

f u-rpical fruiits anid flower. On
one of the. dlecp-(-uSbionled settees iu
this place Stella bacon wvas seated
by the. aide of the mari w 1Iti whom

_She had been dancing. Ilis nmime valS
.Julian West-a vcytail mari with a
bronzed face and dark hair with a

iugeston f gav abouit it. Everv-
IMe vo1idd have known humi for a
soldier. A fev years earlier the naime
of Colonevl West hall been iu the
meniths of a good Marly people, on

aecoumt of bis splendid dash that lied
relieved one of the beleagured garri-
sons ln the Transvaal.

"I have only seeni youl once silice
youir returu to Enigland,»" Sie vas
myving viien they bad left the. hall
and entered tiie orangery. "You left
very suddenly for that big gae hlit
-how long ago?--eight months ago,
vas it not V»

-Ye; very suddenly,» hie replied.
"Did you expeet me to go to youi to,
gay good-bye, Stella 1 Yotu know vhy
1 went-no one .1..!'

"Du yo en ne to talli abouit thatl"
she asked.

-1 will neyer refer te it again if
you ouly tell me nov tiiet you have

forgven e,"lie said.
"Foriven you-for wheat?» she

inqinired.
"For my-my-my madnses-. i

have not forgiven nayself for itY
"Yen told me that evening that you

loved me. Was that manen.n?
'*The madnes vas not iu loving
Yl Stella; the madness vas ln tell-
ing ou tatI loved you-in eherioli-

ing thse hope tiiet yon would leave
thet maen vhom you <,ould neyer have
l.v.d, and link youir life vita mine.

1 sihould have kuowu more of yQrT
natur than to fancy eve inthe
delirium of my love for you tiiet you
would .ver be otherwime tii.» a true

wmn

-A tru1W vomain, yel say. Buit vilt
sa truce woman? 14 it olle vite is

true tbeef-obrwomaihioo&t-
to tic love vhivh site bearcs a mari, oris it orle vio throtigh foar of offtond,

ingagauîs th covenions of cit
N 's'l rNd 11 nubit to dal (lily ieit *

levelled against, heqr,,ejgainst lier
waoain it hr Il o1 l-arint ie

lie looked at bier it. first vithi a
puizzledl expression) on bis face, tlietn,
PiagkrlyV. Thfe fluait tiatkf ('ame to liS
fae vas blintly te be ,een titiler
his bronyr.

-For Glod's ae Stella,' explalo
NYolrself.", ie vhuspTered, "DO yoli
tempt me into my old madneus; anid
titet ia %viit yen aire doing, if yen

rlefuse to speeik plRinly. Tt-Il mec
vitat youj mean by axking me- thatquestion-a trile voman-a true(->'

"T4 a truce vif. always a tntie
%veinn Thal. lu the qunestion 1 have

bee» trying te léolv for the puxt
tire. Yean-e-fver stinpe 1 becameas
wife," said whe. "<I thouglit 1 lied

fflveit wlen t<d uthtyoi
haci insulted me by beggang mo to goi
evay viti yon. IWaA mi"ten. Ibaye fouind t.hat out only to-day. Itis a wiomana' duty ta be trae to

herseli, ]et the noneuec vehat,
tliey Mey.

"Stella! kWy love! My love!' lie
whispered.
She did net allov hlm to intorrpt

her.
«You se that mark on amy fore-

head," she seid. "Yoit heard hoy
tbiey laughed about it et dinaier?
Lo)rd Âltonhurst eaIed it the mark
of the BoUlt. Ile vag quit. rigit;

my hiulhatid.»
Colonel Went spreug te lais fecet.
"The infernal ruifflan 1" hç cried.

-133y heeven 1 viii thrash hina within
ans inch of his life. Tii. eovardly
buillyl l'1l_»

-Wlien le strSek me ho bouetd
thet lie lied tauiglt me a lemon tliat
I alaould not forge. He was'riglit. 1
made up my mind tlsat 1 would neyer
forget that moment."'


