SATURDAY,
good ncnghbonrhood The offence
in queftion is fo much the more fe-
rious as-its objet is evidently to
difturb the harmany which fublifts
between the two Governments.

It is not to Peltier alone, but to
the Editor of the ¢ Courier Fran-
gois de Londres,” to Cobbet, and to
other writers who refemble them,
that T have to dire¢t the attention of
his Majefty’s Government. - The per-
fidious and malevolent publications of
thefe men are an open contradiftion
to the principles of peace; and if
it could ever cnter into the mind of
the French Government to permit
retaliation, writers would doubtlefs
be found in France, willing to avenge
their countrymen, by flling their
pages with odious refleflions on the
moft refpectable perfons, and on the
deareflt infticutions of Great-Britain.

The want of pofitive ‘laws againft
thefe forts of offences cannot palliate
the violation of the Law of Nations,
according to-which peace fhould put
a ftop-to all fpccxes of hoftilities ;
and . doubtlefs thofe which wound
the honour and the reputation of a
Government, and which tend to
caufe a revolt- of the people, whofe
interefls are confided to that Govern-
ment, are the moft apt to leflen the
advantages of peace, and 'to keep up
national refentment.

I have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) _OTTO.

To his Excellency Lord Hawkesbury,’

Minifter and Secretary of State for
the Foreign Department,

“NO. 11. An anfwer from Lord

Hawkesbury  to  his note,- exprefling
the (hsapprobwtlon of the Britifh Go-,

- vérnment at the Number of Peltier
-alluded to, ‘and- mformmg M.- Otto
“'that orders had been given the At~

torney Gcneml to prolccute lnm for

~h... -

“No.” 12,-_'_N<'n-s'_.-* -
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ed Minifter - Plemnoten'xary ‘of "the
French Republic having fubmitted to

his Government the letter which his -

Excellency Lord Hawkesbury, Minis-
ter and Principal Secretary of State’
of his Britannic Majefty, did him the
honour of writing under the date of
the 27th July, is direfted to ofier

the following obfervations. o

If the Britith Government tolzrats
cenfures upon the aéls of its ac:
ftration:. 2nd the perfonal abuie of the
moft respeé‘tabl«. men, it does not.

fuffer- even the (lighteft attemipt a- -

gainft the public tranqullhty the
fundamental laws of the empire;and
the fupreme nuthont), which 'zn‘es
from them. FEvery nation, is more-
over, at liberty to facrifice any advan-
tage whatever in its interior, in o—der"-‘
to ohtain another to which 1t at-.

taches a higher value ; butthe Go- = "'
vernment which does not reprefs the- .

licentiousnefs of the prefs. when it

may be injurious to the honour or

the interefts” of  Foreign ‘Powers, |
would afford an opportunity for li-
bellifts to endanger the public tran-
quillity, or at leaft “the good under-
ftanding that forms the “bafis of. it;
and" whenever iuch ferious -injuriés’
are continued ina regular and fyite- -
matic manner, doubts muft ariiz as to )
its. own dispofitions. e

The . particular Lawsand Confhtu-

tion of Great-Britain are “fubordinate

to the general prmc:ples of the Law -
of . Nations, which fuperfede the Laws °
of each individual State. If it bea
rxght in l:ngl'md to allow the: moft B

| extenfive liberty to. the pr(.ﬁ, it is 2-

public right of pohfhed nations, and™
the bounden duty of Governments
to-prevent,. reprefs, and pum{h eve= -
ry attack which might, by~ thofle .

means, be made againft the rights,

the interefts, and the honour, ot- fo--"

reign Powers.” .- s
_This general max \m'of the L\w of :

natxons has ncvcr been mxftn:\en




