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to the contrary will change the actual status.”
Wholesome truth this, but not to be borne 

patiently were it not for the rising tide of 
laughter within. Every moment the Ameri­
can was becoming more and more cocky and 
exhibiting the very quality he was condemn­
ing in Canadians. The temptation to egg him 
on was irresistible.

“ Still,” I ventured modestly, “ it would be 
kind in Americans to overlook this youthful 
folly of ours. At the present time there is a 
growing bitterness between the two countries 
that may become serious unless a great deal 
of wise tolerance is shown.”

“Oh, it can’t become serious. Perhaps it 
might a hundred years from now, when Can­
ada may have a population approaching ours, 
but just now—” And he made a large “shoo 
fly!” gesture that dismissed the whole matter 
as unworthy of consideration.

There was no question about it. I must go 
away from there or there would be an explo­
sion that would reduce my gravity to a total


