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they arc iilik*' iritctcd by nu'ii of tin* most oppo-

site political vit'ws, ulicii tlicy ar»' rc(|iiirc(l to decide

upon them with t'lill iiilonnatioii and with otKcial

re.s[)oiisibility.

I am glad to have this opportunity of saying,

that while I shall always leel most deeply mdehted

to the gentl(men holding permanent siliiations in

\hv (/oloiiial Oltiee, lor the exceedingly able and

willing assistance 1 received I'roin them in con-

ducting its business while I presided over it, i

can assert, in the most positive manner, that never

upon any occasion was there on their part the

slightest attempt improperly to inHuence my de-

cision upon (juestions brought before me, or to

withhold the best aid they could afford, in the exe-

cution of measures which may have been decided

upon contrary t<^ their opinion. Having mentioned

tilt! permam^nt members of the Colonial Office, I

cannot deny myself the satisfaction of expressing

my regard and esteem for those who were my Par-

lijunentarv Under-yt^cretaries. I should indeed be

most ungrateful if I could awv forget how much I

owe to Mr. Ilawes for his nnwejiried assiduity, and

the friendly zeal with which he shared with me, not

only the ordiiniry labours of the l)e()artinent, but

the cares and anxieties of five most toilsome and
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