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of Robin Hood and his associates, which once covered

all this part of the country, and whose county was
about the domain of Newstead. To this oak, the only

one of any size on the estate, Byron was very partial.

It is pretty well known that his great uncle (to whom
he succeeded) cut down almost all the valuable

timber; so that, when Byron came into possession of

the estate, and, indeed, the whole time he had it, it

presented a very bare and desolate appearance. The
soil is very poor, and fit only for the growth of larch

and firs ; and, of these, upwards of 700 acres have

been planted. Byron could not afford the first outlay

which was necessary, in order ultimately to increase

its worth ; so that as long as he held it, the rental did

not exceed 1300/. a-year. From the gate to the

abbey is a mile. The carriage road runs straight

for about three hundred yards through the plantations,

when it takes a sudden turn to the right ; and, on
returning to the left, a beautiful and extensive view

over the valley and distant hills is opened with the

turrets of the abbey, rising among the dark trees be-

neath. To the right of the abbey is perceived a tower

on a hill, in the midst of a grove of firs. From this

part the road winds gently to the left till it reaches

the abbey, which is approached on the north side. It

lies in a valley very low ; sheltered to the north and
west, by rising ground ; and to the south, enjoying a
fine prospect over an undulating vale. A more se-

cluded spot could hardly have been chosen for the

pious purposes to which it was devoted. To the

north and east is a garden, walled in ; and to the

west the upper lake. On the west side, the mansion
is without any enclosure or garden-drive, and can
therefore be approached by any person passing through

the park. In this open space is the ancient cistern,

or fountain, of the convent, covered with grotesque

carvings, and having water still running into a basin.

The old church-window, which, in aa s^rchit^ctur^l


