
NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS*

voured with greedinefs.the Spaniards and Tlafcalans, whom they took

prifoners, the utmoft rigour of the famine which they fuffered could

not induce them to touch the dead bodies of their own countrymen.

Bern. Diaz, del Caftillo Conquift. de la N. Efpagna, p. 156.
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NOTE LXXI. p. s<^3-

TVyT ANY fingular circumftances concerning the treatment of pri-

foners among the people of Brafil, are contained in the narra-

tive of Stadius, a German officer, in the fervice of the Portuguefe,.

publifhed in the year 1556* He was taken prifoner hy the Toupin-

ambos, and remained in captivity nine years. He was often prefent

at thofe horrid feftivals which he defcribes, and was deftined himfelf

to the fame cruel fate with other prifoners. But he faved his life by

extraordinc.ry Torts of courage and addrefs. De Bry, iii. p. 34,,

&c. M. De '
.. /, who accompanied M. De Villegagnon in his ex-

pedition to Bruxl^ in the year 1556, and who refided a good time in.

that country, agrees with Stadius in every circumftance of importance.

He was frequently an eye-witnefs of the manner in which the Brafi-

lians treated their prifoners. De Bry, iii. 210. Several ftriking

particulars omitted by them, are mentioned by a Portuguefe author,

Purch. Pilgr. iv, 1 2.94, &c.

NOTE LXXII. p. 366.

nnHOUGH I have followed that opinion concerning the apathy

of the Americans, which appeared to me moft rational, and

fupported by the authority of the moft refpedtable authors, other theo-

ries have been formed with regard to it, by writers of great eminence.

D. Ant. Ulloa, in a late work, contends, that the texture of the fkin

and bodily habit of the Americans is fuch, that they are lefs fenfible

of oain than the reft of mankind. He produces feveral proofs of this,

from the manner in whiciv they endure the moft cruel chirurgical

ogerationsj,


