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ICELAND.
lOBlARB li a Urf• UUnd in the nnrthern

Srt of the AtUalic Ucran, hi-iwren the
rd and tbt 67th degree* of north lati-

tuda, and between the lAth and itard d«-
greaa of we*t lungituda from Lundun. It

la of a vrry irregular ihape, and contalna
about SA.UUO iiihabiianti.

At what lima the iaiand of Icfland waa
flrst peopled i« uncertain. Tha lealand
ehroDicle* go no farther back than tha ar-

rival of the Norwegian*! about the *ear
Ml, when Naddodr, a pirate, waa driven
on tlie cuait. In 804, Oarder Buafaraon, a
Bwcde, encouraged by tlie account given
by Naddodr, went in aearch of it, aailcd

round it, and save it the name of Oarder-
aiiolmer, or (tarder'i Itland. Having re-

mained in Ireland during the winter, be
returned in the apring to Norway, where
be deacribed the newdiacovered iaiand aa
a pleaaant, well-wonded country. Thi* ex-

cited a deaire in Floke, another Swede, re-

puted the beat navigator of hia time, to
undertake a voyage thither. Floke ataid

the whole winter in the iaiand, and, be-

cauaa be found great qiiantiiiea of floating

ice on the north aide, he called it Iceland,
which name it liaa ever aince retained.

In 874, Ingolfr, and hia friend l.irfr. ea-

tabliahed a colony : and in aixtr year* the
whole iaiand waa inhabited. The tyranny
of Harold, king of Norway, contributed not
a little to the population of Iceland. Be-
aide* the Norwcgiana, new coloniea arrived

firom diiferent nationa.

In 9i2fl the? choae a chief; but hi* power*
were inconaiderable, and the Icelander*
began to wage war againat each other.

They remained, however, free from a fo-

reign yoke till 1361, when they became
aabjeet to the Norwegian*. Afterwarda
Iceland, together with Norway, became
•nbject to Denmark.

Iceland i* famoua for the volcanoe* with
which it abound*, appearing, indeed, to
owe ita esiatence to *ubmarine volcanic

agenoy, and to have been upheaved at in-

terfal* from the bottom of the eea. Tract*
of lava traveraa the iaiand and almoat in

every direction; beaide* which the coun-
try abounda with other mineral maaaea in-

dicative of an igneoua origin. The buna-
ing mountain*, *o dreadful in their effect,

aeldom begin to throw out Are without
giving warning. A rabterraneoua noise

preeeoe* the eruption for eeveral day*, with
a roaring and cracking in the place from
whence the ftro ia about to burai forth.

The immediate aign i* the bunting of the
maaa of ice, or snow, which cover* the
mountain, with a dreadful noiae. The
flame* then iaaue forth, and atonea,.aahe8,

Ac. are thrown out to vaat diataneea. Eg-
bert Olaaaen relatea, that, in the eruption

of Kattlegia, in 17&6. a atone weighing 390
lbs., waa thrown to the diatance of twenty-
four Engliah mile*.

Beaidea more than thirty volcanle aou-
taina, there eiiaia an imroenaa number
of email eouea aud cratera, f^om which
aireama of melted aubiiance* have been
poured forth over the surrounding ntgiona.
Twenty-three eruption* of Ueela are re-
corded aince the occupation of the iaiand
by European* i the ttr*i of whieh oeeurred
in 1U04. But to enumerate the ravage* of
the many volcanoea with which Iceland
abounda, would greatly eaeeed our limita.
It will be auffioient to give an account oi
that which happened m I7f4;i, aud which,
from ita violence, aeem* to have been un-
paralleled in hiiiory.

It* flrat aign* were observed on the flr*t

of June, by a trembling of the earth in the
wealem part of the province of Skapter-
flail: it increaaed gradually till tha 1 1th,
and became at laat *o great, that the inha-
bitnnt* i|uitted their bou*ea, aud lay at
night in tenta on thn ground. A conti-
nual smoke, or steam, was perceived rising
out of the earth iu the northern and unin-
habited parts of the country. Three fln
spouts, as they were called, broke out in
different places ; one iu Ulfarsdal, a little

to the east of the river 8kapta; the other
two were a little to the westward of the
river Ilverflsfliut. The three Are spouts,
or streams of lava, united in one, after
having risen a considerable height in tha
air, arrived at last at such an amaiing alti-

tude aa to Im seen at tlie distance of ap»
wards of 300 miles; the whole country,
for double that distance, being enveloped
in the densest smoke and steam, while the
atmosphero was filled with sand, brinalone,
and ashes, in such a manner aa to oecaaion
continual darknraa. Considerable dalbaga
waa done by the pumice stone, whieh frU
red-hot in great quantities. Along with
these, a tenacious substance, like piteb, fell

ia abundance. This shower having oontU
nued for three daya, the flra became very
visible, and at last arrived at the amaainc
height already mentioned. Bometimea it

appeared in a continual stream, at othera
in flashes, with a perpetual noisa like tliun*
der, which lasted the whole summer. Tha
obscurity occasioned by thi* eitraordiiary
eruption, •ceiu* to have reached aa Car aa
Great Britain ; for, during the whole aum*
mer of 17i)3,a base or duUneaa appeared to
darken the atiuoapliero.

The whole extent of ground covered by
the lava, was computed to he ninety milea
lona, bv forty- two in breadth; the deptk
of tne lava being from sisteen to twenty
fathoms. Twelve riveia wero dried npb
twenty-one villagea were destroyed, ana
334 persona lost their Uvea.
After thia eruption, two new islanda were

thrown up in the aea ; one of about three
miles in ciroumfennce, and about a mile in

height, at the distance of 100 miles south-
west from Iceland, in 100 fatboma water.

raw MBTSLS Aaa Ma* with, but tub auLrnoa la inazaAraTiaLB.
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