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If our little band of 3000 foldiers, could be drawn off from the

defence of a frontier of 5000 miles, and from onr tottering forts,

more dangerous to their defenders than their aflailants, and if Mr.

Jefferfon could by the force of reafon, perfuade our enemies to

enter a fmall defile, like that of Thermopylae, perhaps even this

little knot of heroes might be immortalized by victory. So alfo,

if our enemies would be gracioufly pleafcd to run their line of baitle

fhips aground in convenient numbers, Mr. Jeffcrfon's naval force

would be found very effective, or, which would be ftill more con-

venient, and good humoured on the part of our enemies, if they

would fend one (hip at a time, to permit Mr. Fulton to make three

or four experiments, we could in the courfe of two years, deftroy

the BritiHi navy.

But we have 100,000 militia, and we can by the very cheap

procefs of an adt of Congrcfs, incrrafe this number at pleafure. If

the war was to be a defenfive one, like the laft, it muft be admit

ted, that this fpecies of force may be calculated upon. But the

militia cannot be marched out of the United States, and we have

no ufe for them ivithin.

But they would volunteer their fervices to take Canada and No-

va>Scotia.—I do not fay that this achievement is impoflible ; but 1

am furprifed, that our publick writers fliould be fo little fparing ot

our feelings, as to recal thofe two fcencs of our misfortune.—The

plains of Abraham, and the Hlhmus of Pcnobfcot, exhibit no hon.

ourable monuments of either our power or conduft.

But perhaps we miglit have better fuccefs in another attempt ;

perhaps with the lofs of twenty tliouGind men, and the expenfe of

fifty millions of dollars, we might take, and
j^
irrifon thofe piovinces,

with the exception of the city of Quebeck ; that city we probably

could not take.* Suppofe us then in quiet poiTeffion of thefe

• It is fiirpriling with what confitltnoc men wlio are totally iffnoraiit of tli'

Rate ot tlicfe provinces, l)oaft of taking:; them at a ftrokc. Quthcck was in .<

ruinous fituation when attacked before, and yet we failed in our attcmi)t, thoujjii

we had two armies before it.—It has lince, been thorougiily fortified, and i-

now the Oibraltar of America. M'v have no reafon to doubt, that it would

hold out ajjainft the iv/joti- Fnmh army, .It le.id as \m\g as Dantzick. W'c on

tlie other hand, are deftitute of en^finters, or military llvill (iifficient for fncii an

operation. But we fliall he told, that we ihall liave i'rench officers, Frcncli fkill

rrenrli HrtiUery.— And is this our confjiti.n
' Hie mctus ! hcu hbertas
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