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thread of his speech. Then ho went on, with unbroken but
lethargic fluency ; read long extracts from the public papers,

inflicted a whole page from the blue book, wound up with a
peroration of respectable platitudes, glanced at the clock, saw
that he had completed the hour which a cabinet minister who
does not profess to be oratorical is expected to speak, but not
to exceed ; and sat down.

Uprose a crowd of eager faces, from which the Speaker, as

previously arranged with the party whips, selected one—

a

young face, hardy, intelligent, emotionless.

I need not say that it was the face of Chillingly Gordon.
His position that night was one that required dexterous man-

agement and delicate tact. He habitually supported the Gov-
ernment ; his speeches had been hitherto in their favour. On
this occasion he differed from the Government. The difference

was known to the chiefs of the opposition, and hence the ar-

rangement of the whips, that he should speak for the first time
after ten o'clock, and for the first time in reply to a cabinet

minister. It is a position in which a young party man makes
01 mars his future. Chillingly Gordon spoke from the third

row behind the government ; he had been duly cautioned by
Mi vers not to affect a conceited independence, or an adhesion

to " violence" in ultra-liberal opinions, by seating himself below
the gangway. Speaking thus, amid the rank and file of the

Ministerial supporters, any opinion at variance with the mouth-
pieces of the Treasury bench would be sure to produce a more
efiective sensation, than if delivered from the ranks of the mu-
tinous Bashi Bazouks divided by the gangway from better dis-

ciplined forces. His first brief sentences enthralled the House,
conciliated the Ministerial side, kept the opposition side in

suspense. The whole speech was, indeed, felicitously adroit,

f,nd especially in this, that while in opposition to the Govern-

ment as a whole, it expressed the opinions of a powerful sec-

tion of the cabinet, which, though at present a minority, yet

being the most enamoured of a New Idea, the progrr^.' of the

age would probably render a safe investment for the coiiiidence

which honest Gordon reposed in its chance of beating its col-

leagues.

It was not, however, till Gordon had concluded, vhat the


