
and the Erie canal. British luul Cniiadinii intore-ils would lif liost served by the

Ottawa route wliieli i>t preforalile tn all others in that thev one iitnl all .siiii'-trnek

Montreal for the lienefit of New York, while it directly tends to inerense the

inijiortaiice of Moutieal as a distribiitini,' point hrr the iiurtheni |):irt of the eoii-

tincnt.

Mr. R. Adams Davy say.s : "The amount of freijfht jjassini; Di'troit

annually is over 20,00(1,0(10 tons, and is rapidly inereasinij, so that at the end of

five yeai-s from now it will prohahly exceed :!l),()()O,O()0 tons. If only 1-10 of

this ean he diverted, whiyli it is (piile reasonahh^ to e.\pe(rt, a t'dl of fifty cents a

ton on 3,0()0,()()0 tons will yive a reveniii! of !*l,r>')0,00 1 from this source

alone, which is ample to provide for the interest and rnnnini; e.Kpenses."

Mr. H. K. VVicksteed .says : "Makin.;every allowance. I cannot estimate less

than it or 10 million tons, which woidd he innn.MliMtely diverted ovci the shorter

route were the cainil to he opencil to-mori-ow."

Adopting til's UKire conservative of these estimates, it may fairly ho

calculated that the total traflic from all sources nt the o\itsct will he .">,()0(),0()0

tons annually. With a toll rate of .")() cents per ton, there would he from this

source of revenue alone an income of ><2,-">00,OI)(), or suttieient to pay, (supposing

the total cost not tu exceed ?2.'<,0()0,()()0)

:

Interest at 4 per ci'iit. on S2.-),0()0,(>ll(l Sl,()(l(),0()0

Maintenance aMd_operation .")00,00(l

Sinkinj,' fuml .')(K),0()()

Diviilenils .")ilO,()00

Nor is the diversion of an i'xis(in'4 trathc of such innncnse .-md rapidiv

increasiii}^ pro)iortions the ordy prospective .-•oiirce of tiade alonjj; the route, for

its opening will ilevelop resources of inestimable ri('hness. ISouchette writinjf in

1.S.32 estimated that the Otiawii valley is capable of supportinc,' .S,00(',0()0

jieople ; its present lio])nl,'ition is abmit 4liO,0(ll) In salubrity of climate, fertility-

of its well-waterei! valleys, trans])arcnt puiity of its trout-tilled lakes ami brooks,

wealth of mines and forests, and variety and value of resourei's no like tract of

country in Canada can surpass it Thus, vessels cariyine; tirain eascwaid woidd

find return carifoe:. of hnnber for |;ike ports. ("hi<'aL;o is the i^rcat centre,' of

distribution foi- hnuber on the continent As lon^; Miaous ISS.'! according; to a

speech delivered by Mr. .loseph Tasse in the (,'anadiaii Mouse of Commons its

receipts by laki; and rail were l,i)()il,!»l(),();l() feel, of which more than l,O(i.'),O00,-

0(10 were re-shipped, lailioa.ds receiving,' S-fODO.OllO and shipowners S:!,()0(l,()()0

for transportation. The route yiKsv.s' ilirmii/li 'In: lifinl of otiv of the riflifst,

lumber (I ixf) icif of tlif ri>iillni:iit. Michii,'an and Wisconsin pine woods are

heini^ rapidly exh.-uisted and a laiec traflic in luuibei- UiU^t hi' developc.l alone-

•his route from the he;ivily timbered districts of noi'lhern Ontario and (Jiuebi c

to Chieai(o and other lake ports for distribution to the yreat prairii; States of

the West.

The country passed throiiLjh possesses not only vast stores of ])inc, but

also maiilo, spruce, hendock, jioplar, bidsam, white cedar, tamarac, bir( h, beech

oak, elm, ash, basswood, ami other uci^ds of commeicial value ami usiil in

rapidly increasins; ipuintities in the manufacturi' of furniture, finishing of houses,

making'; of pldp, etc. The f^iowth of the last-named industry has been veiy

rapid, and low freiyjlit rates would create new lacilities for its successfid earryiuj^

on. Thus the exports from Canada of wood pulp lia\'e increased ii-om nil in

18.S!t to !?;iS(i,0!)2 in iNICi and those of w I for pulp fr.mi nil to s!4.-,.vs!);i .hirini;

the .same perical.

Mdlions of ai!res of fertile laiicls in Northern Ontario now covered with

timber will with the advent of cheap transportation fill u]> with settlers ; and
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