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'• Ifoiiso, and tliov de-ire lo express their mianiinoiiH mikI iinalterahle

•' (leterr"!ina!io;i iiovcr to give llicir assent to a measure ho unjust."

Tiiis was followed by stron.ij;, independent and earnest Addresses

from both branches of the Legislature, and by the !i])p()int;nent of

deiegat 'S lo proceed to London to oppose the carrying out of the Con-

vention. The Speaker of the ITonae of Assenildy Wiis authorized to

(Oninnuiicale with llie Legislatures of the neighboring colonies and

ask tlh.'ir co-operation and assistance in the sustainnient of tlie con-

stitntitinal viglits <if iIk^ f'dloiiy. While the Legislature were thus

prompt in ihe performance of their duty, the people Averc e([ually so.

A mass-mei-tiUg <^f the people was called, at which resolutions were
l^assed, expressing, in the most emphatic manner, their surprise and
indignation at the uiijustifuiljle concessions proposed to l)e nnuh; to the

FriMu '• and clearly >he\ving that to assent to the convention would
he to \irtnally hand o\ or oui" iishlng interests to the French. Dele-

gates were also ap})oinied by the peoph", lo [)roceed to JJritain to urge
the Impm'ial authorities to refrain fi-om ])ulting the convention into

o])eration, and to Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, ih'incc Jvhvard's
Island and Caimda. to ask the assistance of the people of these I'ro-

vinces in sustaining the constitutional principle that, as a Colony
possessing Pies])onsible novernmcnt. the coastal fisheries within the
jnrisi'.iction of the Colonial Covevument are the undoubted pr<)perty

of tlie p('i>i)le of Newfoundland, and cannot b(> alienated or shared
with :uiv forei-i-n i)ower. without tlio consent of the Local Legislature.

TIIK LAlJOrCHKUK DESPATCIL
These ellbrts were crowned with success. The convention was

ab:iii.!oned by the British Ctov.'rnmcnt. and a despatch was sent by
-Mr. I^ahouchere, Secretary of State, to the Colonial Government which
lias >lii(H' been regar(hHl a,^ the .AFagna Charta of the Colony in relation
U) all <|uestions concerning the aliei!;itlon or niodilicatiou of its tlshery
riglits. The despatch is dated March 2i)tl'.. iS.")7. and states - that

the ri'ihts enjoyed by the comnumity of NewfoMndlaud are not to bo
•• c-iicd or exchanged" without their consent, and that the constitu-

lioiial mode of submitting measures for that consent is by laving
'• them befniv the Colonial Legislature," and that the consent of the
•• community of New-fouadhuivi is regarded by Her Majesty's Govern-
'• ment as the essential preliminary to any ni oditicatioii of'their terri-
'* torial or maritime rights."
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