
CAN ANIMALS REASON? i

FACTS ADDDCSD TO PROVE THAT THEY CAN AND DO.

A PLICA FOR KINDNESS

III the Tr<'nfiii<>iit' mill t'ure of Man*H

Diiiult K<>rvil4»rK.

"Wliy every stmloiitnf Vctciinaiymedicine
shmiM Ktiidy Psy( Imlogy" was the title- of

tlie inauf^iiral addrest; by Mr. D. Jii Eai liran,

K.ILC.V.S., at the iiieeiiTiir of tlie Society for

the stiidy of C^oiiiparative IVyi hoh)try in con-

iieetiou witli the Montn^ul Viterinnry Col-

lege. I'riufiiial McKai hran spoke a.s follows.

Mr. Chainnati and Gentlemen,—Your
worthy i)resi(l(iit has invited mc to say a

few words to you to-ni}rht (.n this your (list

meeting for the present session, on tin; ini-

portanee of the stndy ot psycholofiry in con-

nection with the practice of your profexsion.
'• IVychology is the science of mind based
upon the facts of consciousness.' Tliis

science was first brought to public notice by

(lock'nins Ifjltl, Init it is only of very recent

date that scientific men- were bold enough
to break down the barrier whidi would sliut

up the truth, and to come forward to declare

that reasoning powers were not confined to

man alone, but existed in degrees through-
out the animal creation. Few men, I say,

have been found bold enough to declare

that reason <\n(] consciousness ari; attributes

alike of maidximl and tlie brute creation, and
that the extraordiiuiry evidences of intelli-

gence which we arc constantly witnessing
are not due to instinct, but without dt>ubt to

that developcment of the mental faculties

which is notlung short of reasoning power,
ami which exists in liitVerent degrees, in
din(ucMt animals. As one of your teachers,

I feed proud that my friend and colleague,
Dr. Mills, has the honor of being the iirst

to step out of the ranks ot those who
still attribute every evidence of reason to
instinct; iin<l in advan(eof his fellows he
has Ibumled this society, which, though it

nmy have a small beginning, and may even
be subject to tht^ covert jeer and winking
scoff froTu those whose narrow-minded and
short-sighted intellects are incapable of
grasping the importance of such
a study, is sure to prosper. What more enno-
bling than the study of comparative psy-
chology? Who < an be crmd to the dumb
companions ol our eaithly pilgriiuage,

after he has act ustomiul himself to look
with interested attention on tht; evidences
of reason and consciousness constantly ex-
hibited by them '.' Who Las studied the
ctnious and intidligent actions of tliese dumb
friends and has not been convinced that the
difference between them and ourselves is

one of degree only? I cannot do better

here than quote for your edification fr^m the
late Dr. Chalmers, who in discussing the
subject says :

—

•' The beasts of Die Held are not so many
autoinatu without .-ieiLsatlon, and Just socon-
s(ru<'ic(l as to give I'orth all tlie natural signs
and expressions of it. Nature luis not prac-
ticed this \iniversal ileception upon our
species.

"These poor animalsjust look, and treinl)Ie

and give forth every Indication of sulIerinK
as we do. Tlieirs Is the distinct cry of
pain—theirs ts Hie uno<|Uiv(M'ai ptiyslc)g-

nomy of pair.. They put on the
same aspect of terror on the doiiionstration
of a menacid Mow. They exlilbU. the same
distortion of a^ony after the Infliction of it.

#


