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ility liktcl in the way sf WMtin^ tmd UBMaiuig rntmben, uid ih«r«

fNik Mi]d(xn ft P«rliam«ni in Which there were not several memhen
sitting who were not elected, and frequently the whole majority of

the Gkivemment was composed of such usurping members, uici-

dentally, tiie fis^ureo above giv^i also show that the expenditure of

large sums (as brought to light in the election courts) made by the

Conservatives of Ontario in the hope of reversing the judgment at

the polls has been a thoroughly unretnunerative investment.

Menbers Unseated Since Confedeititlen.

Since Confederation, the Liberals in Ontario have carried 658
scats as against 369 by the Conservatives. The percentage of

Liberals unseated has therefore been 5.55^, and of CouHervatives

9.06%.
^°

In other words, one Liberal out of every eighteen has been un*

seated, and one Conservative out of every ten and a half ; that is,

thert' has been almost twice as much bribery and corruption proved
against the Cons rvatiyes per capita as against the Liberals. Is

there a parallel case in any age or country, under parliamentary in-

stitutions, where the corruption has been proved to be on the

Opposition side ?

Election Trials by JTndges Instead ofby Committees.

The placing of the trials of election petitions in the hands of the

judges instead ot in the hands of partisan parliamentary committees
was wholly the work of the Liberal party, both in the Dominion
and Ontaria The Conservative party in both Houses resisted the

reform strongly year after year, and only surreudered when defeat

was strring thein in the face.

Under the Parliamentary Committee system, so tenaciously

held by the Tories, gross injustices were perpetrated by packed
tribunals, dilatory proceedings, partisan examinations and unjust

verdicts, as the few examples hereunder given will prove. It was
the regular practice, by the use of every kind of chicanery and
fraud, to unseat a member if a Liberal, and <x) seat him if a Conser-

vative. If it was found impossible to refuse to unseat a Conservative,

it was the practice to lengthen the trials session after session, the

usurping member retaining his seat in the meantime, and in one case

until nearly a whole parliament had run its course before the Com-
mittee unseated their friends

The i u'guments of the Conservative leaders against the transfer-

ence to the courts were strangely alike in both Houses, viz., that

they should in haste to adopt this form of English legislation,

etc. The T( f>arty to a man voted against the reform measures
of Mr. Blake, Mr. Mackenzie and. Mr. Brown in this matter until the

Tory leaders, in the face of the defeat that was threatening them,
surrendered and voted for the measures which they had before

ignpminiousl; kicked oat of both Parliaments.


