
tho recoiiinieiulutioii is iiiadtt at tliu Hossioii of the (iunenil

Court, lu'^inniiif; Oct. 27, 1047, a low weeks later than tho

date oF Eliot's letter, that—
'' We coiiccivo it very iiecessury y' such as Htixlles pliysick, or clii-

nirj^cry may have lilicrty to n-ailf aiii»t(»iiiy & to aiiotomizf oacc in

foiiit' yeares some iiiulel'aclo'' in case tlieie bu such as the Coarte shall

alow of." *

Kdward Jolmsoii, in his " Wonder-Working' I'rovideiM^e
"

(Loinlon, lt).*)4), written about the year !>")(), deserihes Har-
vard College at a period near that time, and says that " some
help hath heeu had from hence in the study of IMiysiek

"

(page lt'>")). It is very likely that ('ambridge was the place

where (liles Firmin had "'read upon" or lectured on his

skeleton.

Even much earlier than this, at the very planting of the

Colony, attention had been given to the need of physicians

and the importance of medical knowledge. In the lirst gen-
eral letter of instruction to(iovernor Kndicott and his Council,

from th(! (lovernor and Deputy (»f the New England Couj-

pany, dated (Jraves«Mid, April 17, lG:i9, it is written,

—

'* Wee liauc entertained Lambert Wilson, Cliirur^fion to reniaine

[with] yo" in the service of the plantaeon, w"' wlioui wee are aj^reed

that bee? shall serve this C<iin|»ani(! and tlu? other l'lant«M-8 tlial li[vej

|»ly himself to cure

bee sbalbt! directed

I] pticuler iiccomptrt

in the I'bmtacon for ."i yeares, und in that tynie, a

but also for tht; Indians, as from tyme to ty[me
not only of such as came from hence for the liefiiill an

by yo'selfe o"^ yo'' successo'' iVc the rest of the ("(tuncell; And more-
over hee is to educate «& instruct in bis Art one or more youths, such

as yo" and the said Counccll sb!il[l] appoint that may bee belpfull to

him and if occasion serve succeetl liim in the IMantacon. vv''' youth or

youths fitt to learn that pfession lett bet; placed w"' him, of w''' M'
IIuf»essoiis 8omu> if bis flitber approut; tberof may i)ee one, the; rather

because hee h|atb] bin trayned vp in litteraturc, but if not lice then such

other as yo" shall iudg most fittest &c."t

Here we have the germs of a medical school, which, to be

sure, did not fructify at once. Hut who shall say that they

were not fostered and kept alive during this long series of

years, in a regular line of descent, umler the various and
varying fortunes of the Colony and Province, and tinally de-

veloped into the noble institution known to-day as the Har-

vard Medical School ? Whatever other responsibilities may

* (ieiieral Court Kecords, vol, ii. p. 170.

t iSutfolk Deeds, lib. i. p. xii.
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