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WUKN rilK dllAIN I* HIPK

it iloiH not lake nieaNiiiivs to e-oape from \tn

i-nvelope ami anli the wiml to hear it t<> the
Hiiil wlere It will rei'oinnii-tii'f itM cerniina-
lioii Tli>* iK'W hai< lii'il < hi) k iIoik not le.

Ih'i I on tlif HtreriKth of its hoiiv HVHteiu an<l

tli<> thii kn»HH of iiM pliiniiiKe. It lipi'tik'' itn

mIk'II ami daneeH K'tilv Kh tlrnt Mti*prt in the
HiiiiHhine. Till- ihivHalix fillx of it-

j'lf from oil the lnitt«'rtly whi< h Moar^

uwav to kiKN the lliiwerH In tlii>Hnrn»* tuan-
Iter natioriK awiiKi* to liti> when tin- time
I omi'K for tilt m to l-n-ak ltn' wheil Thf
'omtiiuiiity that lahors tor its hcijtliy

,'r(i\vtli, for the elevation of it-^ moral and
material Htntiire, in the una that advau> oh

uiortt surely toward" i-mani-ipatii)U, to-

wards indepi-ndeni < When it feeln

itmdf HtronK. when it feelw itself

r'aiiv, itH instini'l tellK it to f( \lone mid
set j»ut in lonlidenee. All thn iwttor th<n
for thoHi' prudent men vvlio shall have undi-r-

stood the sit nation, ln>in>j ready witli

their aid and Kuidance. Since it hepm itH

liff, over two cciiturics and a half aifo, our
country has nolilv fiillilled its deHtiiiy

;
I*ro.

videiK I! has wati led ovcr its days in calm
an in storm ; hut I'lovidemc helps thoHe that

liulp themselves, and Canada hax oti'ered no
exception to the rule. Not without effort

has (Canada pres«'rved her ( liarai:ter,

maintained luu- liberties. Let her ecu-
tiniie in those lair traditions. Now that -(he is

lulviinein^; towards maturity, in the future as
ill the past the people will ru( onni/,e the lU'-n

who will know li(;w to;<c"i'l'' tlie naticui under
its new eouditions. It uiust resist the hv-

diii tions that lie in wait for it at that sta^e
01 its career, as it made head against the t-n-

croaihmeuts (hat assailed \tn infancy and
youth. Krom another standooini, if our
politicians have only to formulate ref,MnieH

or constitutions in iulvau«i;. their role in the
country is no less grand, impiMtant and be-
set with (iilticulty. Thev have succeSKfulIy
taujiht the people the lessons of industi/.
loyalty, Kuhinission, ( onfulence. They have
taufifht them to be sutheient to themselves.
To thoR(3 precepts they must a«ld the secret
of i)rofitinj? by pro^rress accomplished, a
rational sense of strength and dignity, the
art of directing, of ruling their own de«tmy,
and, nbove all, that i)rofouud pitriotism
which comprehends the grand task of creat-

ing a new nationality, of bringing to

the birth a people who, with lofty front,

with assured regard and lirm heart can set

foot as a sovereign on the soil that belongs

to it, and for which it seeM in the ilUtiince

the pr<»nii»'t efa giand eiii;iire

IM OI,n KI'llol'K.

wheiire I have just tome, and where I have
fidloweii with interest the iiioviMiient of

opinii'U, there seions to be a fear that we are
lieing drawn within IIih lascinalion of tif
neighboring republic, that our teiidenry Im

Inwiirds absorption Iin the rnited StatoM To
those who spiiki- to m • of such teiideney, I

replied that atfectioii. selt-luve and interest

stood as a barrier tiKalnst it: that , in addi-

tion to pn-jiidii <'M of race and religion there
had developed in Canada a iiAtioiial feeling

which lioiind together a community appar-
ently so heterogeueouH; and I was nappv to he
abh) to add that the progress a'coniplished,
during the twetity-one yearr' of Corifedera-

tion, and especially during (he last decade
made th>'

TIII.K OP CANAfMA.N flTI/.KS

a de'<ignation of jiisttiable and hone-Jt piide,

both for those who spoke French and (hosi*

who Hpoke Knglish. And what I saiil to my
friends in Kuiope I repeat here on niv na-

tive tioil : the attitude of our powerful neigh-
bor has nothing that need alarm us. I,et

their prosperity serve as an e.\ample to us
;

but let it not seduce us. Nay. their <olosHal
power is to us an element of sei iirit'y. As
for forced annexation, it would be in contra-
diction to all the political traditions of Amer-
ica; it would he a violent denial of the

very princi|>le that gave birth to

the Uepublic. As for annexation by
the reduction of material advantages, the
very strongest sentinuuit that swaya hotli

comraunitie.J and individuals —that of self-

preservation— is opposi;d to it. The advan-
tages otTered would not (;ompensate for the

.interests lost, without counting the sacriflce

ot honor, which surely is of some weight
with us. 1 am not, indeed, of tliose who re-

proa'h with disloyalty the promoters of
commercial union. Hut I sincerely believe
that they are deceived and thi't their schemes
are dangerous to the real interests of our
country. As for gaining those ends by dis-
honest methods, the people may he trust^>d

(m that point if the attempt were made,
whatever example a few politicians might
set. The conscience and hon<»r of a nation
are not to be bought. Hosidcs, why should
we not have

Oiril MANlKKST MESTI.NV

iu this western hemisphere':' Why, in the
consort of peoples and empires should wo
not have our distinct pirt to play? Have


