
Tiikiii;;, liist. the Iciuliii^' i.l- a <>i nil lli«' InlatnT contiilMitors to lite

»liisciiHsiuii, viz., tliiit Ks«|iiiiiialt imis/ l.c tlir tfiinimis. in ..nl.T. as (lie)?

nr-iiif, to .uivf tli<' Caiiadi.in Paritir a fliaiac to cuiiiiK'tf suiCfSHt'uUy

witli AiiM'iicaii tiaiiH-ohtim'iital lines. N«tw, w.- think it. mav Itf statcil

as a |iiiP|>osiiiun vs lii»h will ailiiiit. of no tlis|aitc. that llir s/,i>r/rst lin<>,

in tli..,r uoali<'a<l ilavs. will iiatiifally lia\.' tla- Im-.^i diaiMc in any sudi '

conii.ctiiion, j.iovkIimI iliat. lint- (Iocs not possess any st-i ioiis coiintiT-

l.alaneini; (liMnlvantagr, sn-li as yivat cost in n.nstructin*,' or heavy

cxi.ensc in oprint mj,'. And it may also lie taken for ;;ranteil that tlio

line whie!) ean lie most elieaj.ly maintained and operated will have n

ureal deal iu its favoui'. 'lakin.utln' tpiestion of distance lirst, we turu

to Mr. i< iriidiiu's latest report, and find this: --

I,cl Msas^iirne, ler tlic siik<' of llie ar;;nia.'iit, that a railwiiy i- (
niiiplitcil and

ill ..|iciati(iii to liotli points, Itiiiianl Inlet ami I'^qiiimalt. inn! a |icrM)ii at K-<|e

limit (loires ii. tifivfi tciOttawii. lie lias I lie (i|iti«ai of (|li^silly I'.v stcjimei. I

iiiili--. In r.iiiiiinl InU't.fiml then nsiiiu thr railway, or nf taUiiiu llie fani ul

Ks. 'iiialt ill! I |irnc.<'(liii,u 111! his jouinc\ iVem that jpuiiit. In the Jallfiiasc

In .w.alil. taking the miist favnnial.lc view, hiivc In tnivcl some l.">n mile?

I'arlh.T; 111. if ihe liiie were canicil tlii.-iinh \<\ riiie Uiver Pass, fully 'Jno niilivs

jnoic than hv wiiv of r.iiniud Inlet.
, i i

Jt is rMiKiit that cv- n wm- the wi.lc ( haiuielsat tin' \alihs Islamls l.ri<l.!.'<<l,

the llailway carried to I'.siiiiinialt would lacsiiil ui> advantage in liiiic or enst to

an oidniarv tiavcllcf. It passcii-t is fnaii K-(|niiiiali <<.iihl mmiiit no h.ialit

from til.' < "xt(•ll^ilal of the Hull way to that plaei
,

it is ceitaiii that there woiilil he

a loss sustained by carrying freiffht \>y tin; longer miite.

This, coining from tlio Chief Knij;iiH'er, must he acknowledi^'ed to

bu exceed iiiifly stroiiir testiiUwiiV in tavur of the Fraser Uotitt', in the

matter of distance, proviiijf. as it docs, that Uy that route, pa,sseiiyers

and friM.uht could most speedily perform the Journey. Now, considering

the (|nestioii of cost, we turn again to the same report, and iind this :

—

'J'he cost of exteiidiiiir tlie Railway to Ksi|iiiiiiait wtnihl t-really exceed that

oftakin- it to Biniaid Inlet; there are no .siillieieiit data to form a proper isli-

niate of thecost. But even by leaviu^^ a ^ap lear Valdes Islands of lifteen

miles, and siilistittitiiis; a ferry for the enormoiisly costly hridjiinu at that locality,

the excess w.iiild i.rohahly reach ;?ir).nno,0(iO or S'-'a.nO'i.dOO. 'J"he < psI of niaiii-

teiiaiice woiilil he i;reat in proiKation, and the annual loss-es on working the

«xtra milcayu would, under the iiectiliar circumstances, he serious.

Turning now to Mr. II. J. Camhie's carefully studies! report, we

find the cost of building the line to English Bay, llurrard Inlet^

estimated at .«;32,000,0()(), while the cost of tiie line to Estpiimalt i»

set down at !i:;r)L',(K)0,C)t)0, icithont wlnit Mr. Fleming calls the " enor-

mously costly bridging" of the Straits. We will, therefore, be well

within the mark in estimating the cost of an all rail line to Esquimalt


