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rejected, is to be discussed and disposed of by the Senate of 
the United States next December, and it seems to me that 
every argument that may be used just now in Canada in 
favour of that Treaty, by those who do favour it, is an argu­
ment calculated more or less to damage the chances of its 
approval by the Senate, who will, I fancy, look at it from the 
exactly opposite point of view. On the other hand, with 
reference to those Canadians whose opinion is against the 
Treaty, all the arguments they use, all the meetings they con. 
vene, all the resolutions they pass, seem to me to be so many 
invitations to the Senate of the United States to pass the 
Treaty, and take that step at any rate towards the consum­
mation which they are deprecating all the time. 
(Hear, hear.) Therefore it appears to me inexpedient 
for either side to discuss it now, but I quite agree 
that it is a question which will, at the proper time, demand 
at the hands of the representatives of the people the fullest 
consideration and the most exhaustive discussion. I think 
the general principles upon which our judgment is to be 
formed are not far to seek. We shall have to consider, in 
case we be given the opportunity of passing upon the ques­
tion, whether the document is one which will, as a whole, 
without doing gross injustice to any important interest, tend 
to the general advantage of this country. We are to take, 
not indeed an undistinguishing, but at the same time a broad 
view of that question, and we are to decide it freely for our­
selves. 1 entirely demurred to the line of action taken out­
side and in Parliament with reference to the Treaty of 
Washington. I insisted that Parliament ought to be perfectly 
free, since the question was remitted to it, to determine 
whether the acceptance or the rejection of its terms was in 
the interest of the country. What I said then I now repeat, 
and I am sure it will be found when Parliament does meet, 
should this question be brought before us, that the large
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