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good deal, and perhaps there is much to be
said in favour of giving them a siight exten-
sion of time before bringing the Act into
operation. But the honourable gentleman
frein Toronte dropped one remark which
confirmed my opinion that iA wouid not be
safe to leave the matter open. The
honourabie gentleman epoke -as though the
Government would probably not think it
well to put this Act 'into operation until
after the close of the war. Now, honourable
gentlemen, we do not know when the war
wiii end, and we do not know whether this
benevoient Governinent wili be in power
then or not; therefore the proposai of the
honourable .gentleman froin Toronta, if
carried out, might mean an indefinite post-
panement of what everybody admits is a
step in the right direction. 1 gathered from
the professional gentlemen who represented
the companies before the committee that
they did not seriously object te the system
of bi-monthiy payment, and if the honour-
able gentleman from Welland (Hon. Mr.
Robertson) will agree to substitute the
"lIst of January, 1918," for the "lst of
October,- 1917," he probably wiil get an
aimost unanimous vote of the House.

Hon. Mr. BOYER: I listened with
a great deal of inferait to the ?rcmarks tf
my honourable friend froin Toronto (Hon.
Mr. Nicholls>, but I must say that hia
-argument f aiiad te convince mue. Re toid
us that the railway men had goit an in-
crease in pay. Well, if the ccinpanies can
affard to, give their- men an increase under
the presient-critical conditions, 'what is ta
prevent them paying them fortnightlyP We
are told that the railwiay eompanies have
applied to the Railway Board for author-
ity ta increase freight rates. If that increase
is granted and the Bill remains in sus-
pense, have we any assurance thAat the rail-
roads wiii avail themoselves of this expres-
sion of opinion -and give the men their
pay fortnightly? I mnust confess, that I
have doubts. Our honourable -friend
froin Victoria (Hon. Mr. Cloran) tald us
that we were only thir-ty-five years.of age.
Weli, suppose we are. I remember the days
when ail the large corporations paid their
dividerids every six montha. What is the
modern tendancyP It is te pay dividends
quàrterly. When this change was made there
was not, a protest against it; on the 'con-
trary, a shout of joy went up froin ail the

ehareholders. It was a convenience ta every-
body. When yen mee sucli large, corporations
as the Canadian Pacifie Railway Company,
and the United States Steel Corporation,

with a capital of $1,800,00,0OO, paying their
dividends every three months, there .must
be soenething in it. I remember when in
the eity of Montieaj we paid oui gas bis
every three mo'nths. The Company grad-
ualiy changed their policy and required
the bis ta be paid monthiy. At first
there was a' prote.st; we were accu stomed
ta the old system; but the Company, as
the reason for tihe change, gaid that the
monthiy payment of cash was a great con-
venience te them, heiping thora te. finance,
and asked the consumers ta conformi ta it,
wh ich Vhey did, and to-day everything.
works smoothly. New, what is the position
of a man who gets his wages once a .manthP
Hae has ta go ta his landiord and say: "I
have had sickness iu my family, I have
the rénf ta pay, I have ihe grocer to pay,
I have the water bill ta pay; wili you be
kciud enoug-h ta aiiaw me a iittle deray?"
If t.he mien *reoeived their wages once a
fortnight, it wouid help them, and, after
all, no one kuaws what they want better
than they do theinselves.

Han. Mr. CHOQUETTE: Those of us
who are nat now in a pasition ta vote on
this question never will be. In the coni.
mittee I prc>posed fixing the ls't of January
as the date when the Bill should go iuto
force. This prapasal was defeated by oniy
ana vote. Fram a conversation which 1
had with the promoter of the Bill, I think
he wouid not abject ta the Ist of January
being selt as the date for the Bill ta go into
force. We must fix a day; it is better for
ahl concerned. If my hanourable friend
will accept tihe change ta the let of January,
no daubt the Bill will go through.

Han. Mi. CROSBY: I rise. with some
diffidenoe ta apeak i this Chainber, but,
in view of the importance of the Bill, I
could not see a vote taken, without flrst
speaking on the question.. I amn thoroughly
in accord with the amendment proposing
that the Bill should go inta force on the
let af Octeber. If I had my way it would
take effeet at once. The honourabie gentle-
man who has just taken his st (Hou. Mr.
Bayer> spoke o.f a large corporation by, w*ay
of illustration. They did not complain of
having ta employ additionai help in their
offices when they changed the time of psy-
ment ôf gas bis froin every three *months
ta every month. I amn sure that the rail-
w.ay companiee and any other corporation s
in Canada eau easily pay the additional
help requirad in aider to pay the wages of
their einployees fartnightly instead of


