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From the Toronto Worlti. October 16, 1900.

In an Interview with a representative of the
World yesterday, Mr. Il. H. Cook said :

II have reati the statement made by Sir Wil-
frid Laurier, by way of dental that he or any
agent of his tiemandeti fram me any sum of
money, &c. Sir Wilfrid Laurier ia to apeak In
Toronto to-morrow night, anti I shall wait ta,
ace what lie may have ta say then upan this
subject. In the meantime, I say that the state-
ment already matie by me to Mr. Tucker la
abaolutely truc, andi 1 shall very shortly make
a fuil statement of the whole transaction, or
what woulti have been a transaction, hadl I
consenteti ta be bled. Possibly Sir Wilfrid may
be willing ta rscape responsibil!ty by denying
the agency of the parties. There were two of
them who approached me, but no such pretense
will avait them. The connection of these gen-
tlemen with the mexnbers of the government la
known ta every one, and ha will simply not lie
able ta deceive any one by pretending that they
did not corne ta, me directly fromi the government,
or that the proposition they madie was flot matie
by authority.'

Prom the Mail-Empire of October 31, 1900.

Âffidavit of H. H. Cook In reply ta Sir Wilfrid'a
denial.-Has documents andi witnesses.-Ia
wiiling ta place evidence before a royal com-
mission.

Having madie a atatement ta the effect that I
hati been askcd by a persan acting on behalf
of the presant Dominion cabinet, or certain of
them. ta pay a sum of ten thousanti dollars In
consideration of my heing appointed a member
of the Sonate o! Canada, anti thia having been
,cailed In question, I deem It my tiuty ta make a
plain statement ta the public o! the transaction.
or attempted transaction. I am the more con-
vinced tbat It la my duty ta do this because the
]Prime Mînister, Riglit Honourable Sir Wilfriti
Laurier, lias, I am informeti, madie a statement
which lie evitiently desirea the public ta accept
as a dental. or authoritattv2 contradiction, o!
the aforesaiti statament made by me.

I, therafore, say that the facts In connaction
with this matter ara as follows :

I was a candidate for eiectlan as the repre-
sentative In the Dominion House of Commons of
the. east riding of the county of Simcoe In the
year 1896, anti in that contait was supported
by Sir Wilfriti Laurier anti other members of
the cabinet as the candidate o! the Libaral
party. Failing o! election for the east riding
o! Simcoe, I matie application ta be appointeti
ta, a position in the Senate of Canada, theu
vacant. In conneetion with this application 1
haed Interviews with members of the cabinet
anti othars. anti wrote anti receiveti letters from
them, the~ originals or copies of whicb I have
kept.

After these negotiations hati proceetierl for a
,considerabie length of time I receiveti a teiegram
from Ottawa, from one of the ieatiing Reform
members known ta possees the confidence of
the Laurier goveroment, requesting me ta meet
him at the Union stati'.n in Toronto. I did
meet him as raquesteti. and lie then showed me
a lett 'er whicli hati been written to hlm hy ona
ef the members o! the cabinet (for the purpose,
as he saiti. o! bcing shawn ta me), In whici lie
was authorizeti ta in!orm me tbat I coulti have
the position 1 hati appîleti for, provideti I woulti
' do something.' I thereupon asked him what

this expression was Intentiet ta mean, anti what
was the ' something' I was asked or expected
ta I'do.'

He tIen Informeti me that I woulti le requireti
or expecteti to pay a smn af ten thausanti dollars.

I tolti him very empliatically tbat I woulti not
pay that or any other smn. He thereupon saiti
that he woulti fot; aocept my answer as final,
but woulti ses me again after 1 ahoulti have hail
tUme ta give the matter furtber consideration.

Later I again met him In Toronto, when he
again tolti me that he was authorized ta say
positively that If I woulti pay the sum lie hati
formerly namnet, that la, tan thousanti dollars,
I would be appainteti a senator. I again refuseti
to pay any suma o! money.

I further aay that 1 bave lu my possession a
large number of lattera written hy mambers of
the goverfiment anti persans acting on behaîf
of one or more of such members, anti copies of
some lettons, the originals of whidh I was re-
questeti ta return aftar perusal, anti iti return;
also copies of -letters writtan by me In reply
ta, lattera no receiveti, anti that these letters
and copias o! lattera bear corroborative avidence
in support o! the statement aboya matie by me.

Anti I further say anti promise that ahoulti an
Investigation lie matie by a competent and Im-
partial non-partisan commission iote the whole
matter of Uic sale or attempteti sale o!
aenatorships, as it lias heen recently intimateti
by the Hon. Sir Mackenzie Bowell may ha matie,
I will appear before such commission anti give
evitience, anti produce the correspontience snti
copies of correspondance whidli 1 bave in my
possession, anti will aiso furnish the namea of
witneaaes who can corrohorate my statements.

Dominion of Canada,
Province o! Ontario,

County o! 'York
I. Herman Henry Cook, of the city of

Toronto, In Uic county of Yank, lumber mar-
chant,

Do aolemnly tieclare that aht the foregoing
statamenta are truc In substance anti In tact.

Anti I makte this solemu deciaration conacien-
tiously baliaving.it to lie true anti knowIng that
Il is of the sonme force anti effect as If mnade
untier oatb anti by virtue of 'The Canada E viti-
ence Act, 1S9V.

H. H. COOK.
Declareti before me' at the city

of Toronto, In the county of
Yank. this IOth day of Octa-
ber, A.D. 1900.

H. Gordon,
Notary Public, Ontario.

Seal.

From. the Toronto Globe of October 31, 1900.

Sir Wilfridi Laurier's reply ta the !tatemnent O!
Mr. Cook.

Montreal, Oct. 3.-* lu answer to Mr. H. H.
Cook's last statement. I neiterate my tiental,
alreatiy publisheti. I neyer autliorized anybotiy,
aither dtrectly or Intiirectly ta Interview Mr.
Cook on behaîf of the gaverriment. Nobody biad
my authority. either written or verbal tram me
ta appnoach hlm. and I characterize the wbole
accusation as a fouI slander.

WILFRID LAURIER.'


