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PUBLIC OFFICER'S BILL

SECOND READING.

HON. MR. SMITH moved the second
reading of Bill (5) "An Act to amend
the Act respecting Public Officers.".

HON. MR. VIDAL-We have had no
explanation whatever of this Bill. Surely
we are entitled to get some explanation
of a measure before it is read a second
time.

HON. MR. SMITH-When the Bill
passes a second reading we will have
ample time for discussing it, when the
gentleman who is to lead the House is
in his place.

HON. MR. POWER-I presume that
we are not to adjourn this week, as we
had a long adjournment a short while
ago, and it would be better in every way
for the hon. gentleman to allow the sec-
ond reading of the bill to stand over un-
til the gentleman to whom he refers is
in his place. The second reading of a
bill is the proper stage to give the neces-
sary explanations of it. There may be
some pernicious principle concealed in
this bill that we are unable to detect at
the moment, and the better way would
be to allow it to stand over for another
day.

HON. MR. VIDAL-To my mind the
bill is perfectly simple and it needs only
a few words of explanation to make it
perfectly satisfactory.

HON. MR. MILLER-It is very easy
to give the House the explanation re-
quired. It is a bill of one clause which
reads in this way :

22. The Gonvernor in Council ma direct

"faithful accounting of public officers or
"other like purposes and named in the Or-
"der in Counci!, or a conditional assignment
"of a deposit standing in the name of such

ublic officer in t e books of the Post
"Office or any of the Government Savings
"Bank, may be accepted as such security,
"upon such terms as are determined by the
"Governor in Council ; but in the case of an
"assignment of a deposit as aforesaid, the in-
"terest shall be payable to the depositor in
"like manner as if no such assignment had
"been made."

It merely enables a public officer to give
as security a deposit in a Government
Savings Bank instead of the bond of a
guarantee company. It is a very great
advantage to parties who are placed in
the position of being compelled to give
bonds, for this reason-it enables them
without paying any .premium to a guaran-
tee Company to furnish an equally
satisfactory guarantee for the Government
by the assignment of a deposit in a
Government Savings Bank as security.

HON. MR. DEVER-I have not the
slightest doubt that the legal gentleman
who has just spoken has given a true
explanation of this bill, but I for one do
not propose to accept from an ordinary
member of this Senate explanations which
should come from the Government.
Therefore I hold that this bill, and simi-
lar measures, when they caanot be ex-
plained by the leader of the House,
should be postponed until such time as
we can get the explanation from the
proper authorities.

HON. MR. KAULBACH-It is a
very simple Bill providing that an officer
may deposit his money in a Government
Savings Bank as security, and it remains
with the Government as a guarantee in-
stead of a bond.

The motion was agreed to and the
Bill was read a second time.
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