
880 Montreal [SEINATE.]
The Ministers, who called themselves Libo
erals, proposed to take frotn the Corpo'a-
tien, the Board of Trade and Commercial
Hxchange the right bitherto enjoyed, of
electing their several representatives, and
to say, absolutely, the Mayor and the two
Presidents of thuse bodies should b. their
representatives. The Mayor, for example,
might or might not be the sort of min de.
oirable for a seat at the Bbard. Then why
should h. be thrust upon it? Why should
not the Corporation of Montreal be allow.
ed to choose its representative? Was
this the change one would have expected
from a Liberai Government? Certainly it
was not. The Board of Trade and the
Cotn Exchage were very much interested,
too,in the duties performed by these Com.
missioners, and it might not be desirable
at ail times that the President of the for-.
mer should let that body judge whether
he was the right mn to send there or not.
Re believed that the sim of the Govern.
mens in thus limiting the power of these
several corporations and arbitrarily saying
wbo should reprasent them was directed
against certain individuale, because the
sbipping interest was allowed to elect ita
own members. He did not know thetse
gentlemen, who had made themselves ob-
noxious to the Goveriment, neither did
h. know the extent of their sine, nor even
whether they had sinaed at all. He did
not speak as a citizen of flontreal, but as
a citizen of the Dominion,and ho contend.
ed that, even if these gentlemen had made
themselves obnoxious to the Government.
this was not the way to get rid of them.
He condemned the proposed change as a
limitation of the election principle which

ad obtained hitherto, as a retrograde
movement, and as a diminution of the
liberties -enjoyed by those bodies who
should be allowed to choose whomsoever
they pleased to represent them. He also
considered that clause in the bill unfair,
which diminished by two years the length
of tenure of office by the gentleman in the
shippmg Mterest. [le said nothing as yet

-about the Government commanding the
majority in the Board. This had been ex.
plainedby the Secretary of State on the
ground of its being a public work, and
tberefore that the Government .ought to
oommand a majority. Well, it was, and it
was ot, a public work. The funds, for
the most part, ail came from Montreal,
from the tax on shipping, and he realiv
did not see why the Government should
desire to have that majority. Four would
be representation enough. (Hear, hear.)

Hlon. LEtlELLIER DE ST. JUSI' was sur-
prised that the bon. gentleman had made

Harbor.

it a question of vested right existing in
this corporation which the GoveraMent
were about to take away. He would again
call the attention of the hon. gentleman
to the Legislative Council ot Quebec, some
of who'se members had certainly been de..
prived of their seats though elected for a
term of eight years. Their tenure was
guaranteed by the constitution. Not only
did the Government declare they migbt
follow a principle contrary to the rights of
those gentlemen under the constitution,
but the subsequent appointments should
be filled by the Crown. If he reien.
bered well, a gentleman on the then op-
position side was deprived of his seat.
lhe opponents of this bill qould fnot
argue, therefore, that Government had no
rigbt to interfere with the seats of the
Harbour Commissioners, because they had
been elected for five years. That would
be equivalent to saying that there should
he no legislation on this -important sub-
ject till that period expired. lie believed
that since the country had such, au ex-
tensive stake in that harbour it should. to
a certain extent, control the revenues
and expenditure. Sone of the charges
brought against members of the Board
were true, which constituted an aIdition.
ai argument for the bill. If Mon.
treal shall not be able to select
her best men for the position, *he would
not be worthy of her opportunities. The
differens corporations, when electing their
presidenta, would, of course, be inftuenced
by their knowledge of the positions they
would have to occupy at the Board. The
bon. gentleman [Ur.CampbelU oppqsing
this measure, would show that he had losF
some of his Conservative principles aince
h. crossed the House. [Hear, hear, and a
laugh.j

Hon. Mr. 8001T said that as ho read
the statute, the present Commission-
ers were not in for tive years, nor oeuld
five new members take their seats tillext
August.

Hon. Mr. READ argued tht, as rsyrds
the constitution of the Henate, at Conted-
eration, it was the act of the Leglative
Council, of the whole body of this House,
if any bon. gentleman was lef1 out, It was
not by the act of other people.

lion. Mr. VIDAL argued there was no
analogy between the members of the
Legislative Council, years ago, legiuliting
in a way to exolude themnselves
from Parliament, and an outside
body ruling them out, and also,
that not one single reason had been given
for the changeproposed by the.bill, except


