10656

COMMONS DEBATES

March 17, 1995

5.0.:31
[English]

Let us hope that events like International Day for the Elimina-
tion of Racial Discrimination and Multicultural Week will help
with the respect of human rights all over the world and bring
peace.

SHIPPING INDUSTRY

Mr. Herb Grubel (Capilano—Howe Sound, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, the type of labour management crisis crippling Cana-
da’s shipping industry happens all too frequently. This has to be
prevented in the future.

This objective can be achieved without labour legislation.
The government only has to declare existing railbeds a common
carrier accessible to any railroad company. As a result, shippers
can switch from the use of struck railroads to others that are still
operating.

In addition, the government should remove all restrictions on
the use of shipping routes. As a result, if the docks in one city are
tied up in a labour dispute, docks in other cities can be used.

Under these conditions, labour disputes in the shipping indus-
try will become extremely rare. The employers and workers
know well what the market will bear. Industries hitherto pro-
tected from competition by government granted monopolies and
regulation are exposed to the healthy winds of competition.
They can no longer hold the Canadian public ransom.

I personally urge the Minister of Transport to propose such
legislation and deregulation. It can be enacted quickly.

* % %

SMALL BUSINESS

Mr. Andy Mitchell (Parry Sound—Muskoka, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, I rise in the House today to congratulate the finance
minister for a budget that keeps Canadian small businesses
competitive.

In my riding of Parry Sound—Muskoka as in the rest of the
country, small business ventures are often the key to the
economy. This budget encourages small business growth. It
encourages job creation. It encourages prosperity.

The recent budget is but one part of our government’s strategy
of jobs and growth. It is already paying dividends. Let us look at
some examples.

First, the value of manufacturing shipments was $33.1 billion
in January, up 25 per cent in just one year. Second, Statistics
Canada’s index of leading economic indicators, a measure of
future economic growth, was up .5 per cent in February. Third,
the manufacturing sector in February created over 53,000 new
jobs.

We have, as a government, been successful in creating a
climate in which small business can create jobs for Canadians.
The minister’s budget will accelerate—

* %k X
[Translation)

AIR CANADA

Mr. Maurice Dumas (Argenteuil—Papineau, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, a while ago, Air Canada put ads in major Canadian
newspapers, inviting anyone interested in a temporary or perma-
nent position in Toronto to apply.

The ad said that ideally candidates should speak English and
French as well as another language such as Japanese, Korean
and Mandarin, but that Air Canada would consider applications
from individuals who spoke English and one of those other
languages.

Bloc members are appalled at Air Canada’s move, relegating
the French language to a position of secondary importance, as in
fact the knowledge of English is the only qualification required
for the job.

Let us not forget that, despite privatization, Air Canada
remains subject to the Official Languages Act and, therefore, we
demand that the provision of the act guaranteeing the respect of
the French language be enforced.
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[English]

GUN CONTROL

Mr. Brent St. Denis (Algoma, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as a
member of Parliament for a rural riding in northern Ontario, I
am well aware of the great concern being expressed by the legal
gun owning community in regions all across Canada.

I have met with over 1,000 constituents on this matter and
have received an even greater number of letters and phone calls.
We can only conclude from this that we must find the proper
balance between rural and urban needs on the issue of crime
control through gun control.

I am calling on my colleagues who represent urban ridings to
hear the message from rural Canada that the law—abiding gun
owning community not be the victims under any new gun laws.
Rather, let us become partners in the fight against crime and
continue to create together the peaceful and secure country we
all want.

I will continue to bring forward the concerns of my constitu-
ents. They deserve to be heard.
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I trust we can all work together to produce common sense
firearms measures so that just maybe we can put this issue to rest
once and for all. That is the goal I have set for myself as
Algoma’s MP.



