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Housing

sad. In my view this kind of root canal economics escapes ail
logic.

The community services contribution program generates
about $1 .5 billion in construction each year and assists munici-
palities to provide essential services and rehabilitate older
neighbourhoods. To my way of thinking, what government is
ail about is not to interfere with the free enterprise business
community and not to buy oul companies, but to assist com-
munities.

Speaking in the House, the Minister of Public Works (Mr.
Cosgrove), who is responsible for housing, asked:

What is the appropriate responsibîlity of this level of governmnent? What is the
appropriate level of responsibility of the provincial or municipal governments?
Should the federal government be funding the construction of municipal
buildings? We have to ask ourselves, docs that make sense in this day and age?

The minister continued:
We have to ask ourselves whether there are other programs to which the

government should respond that have a hîgher priority.

1 se the minister is in the House tonight. Where are these
programs which have a higher priority? Where are the govern-
ment programs which will rejuvenate our slumping construc-
tion industry? Where are the programs which would enable
Canadians to purchase homes at affordable prices and at
affordable rates of interest? Where are the programs which
have a higher priority which would provide shelter, a basic roof
over our heads?

The great Canadian poet, Robert Service, once wrote:
But the gnawîng hunger of loncly men for a home and ail that tl meuns; For a

fireside far from the cares that are, four walls and a roof above,

In this day and age and under this government it is unlikely
we will see that.

Whcre are the programs which have a higher priority which
would case an already tight rentaI unit market? Does the
minister realize that in some urban centres the percentage of
unoccupied or unrented units is well below 1 per cent? That is
the case in my riding. Where are the minister's programs
which have a higher priority which would provide jobs for
Canadians in the construction industry and which would
provide spin-off jobs in the supply and services industries and
plants right across this great Canada of ours?

One of my closest associates is in the building business in my
home riding. He has progressed and is highly respected in the
community, but for the first time in the history of that com-
pany he has laid men off. Where are these programs which
have a higher priority which would keep the forest industry
and sawmills from closing down and throwing employees out
of work? The hon. member from British Columbia who spoke
mentioned this.

The answer to ail these questions is that the "higher priori-
tics" simply do not exist. The priorities of this government
have been the Constitution and a phony charter of rights,
metric forced from the top down, bilinguaiismn and ciosure.
Those are the priorities. The government is devoid of solutions
and, indeed, 1 arn not even sure if it fuliy understands the
probiems.

The minister responsibie for housing insuited Canadians
right across this bountiful country when he suggested that the
Canadian drcamn of an ivy covered cottage was perhaps beyond
the reach of Canadians. Imagine that in this land! The minis-
ter is right; the laissez-faire attitude of this government about
the economy is what is crippling us.

[Translation]

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order, please. It being 9.45 p.m.,
pursuant to order made Thursday, February 25, 1982, it is my
duty to interrupt the proceedings and put forthwith every
question necessary to dispose of the motion now before the
House.

[English]

Is it the pleasure of the House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. Members: Agreed.

Sone hon. Members: No.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: AIl those in favour of the motion will
please say yea.

Some bon. Members: Vea!

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Ail those opposed will please say nay.

Some hon. Menîhers: Nay!

Mr. Deputy Speaker: In my opinion the yeas have it.

And more thanfive members having risen:

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Cali in the members.

The House divided on the motion (Mr. Cosgrove) which was
agreed to on the following division:
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