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lines which have been put in fer defence pur-
poses weuid be used only to the extent that
the defence services require themn.

I neted that the minister said that the
army and the air force were discussing
arrangements now by which army personnel
might ho trained on these telephone com-
munications in the outiying parts cf central
British Columbia, principally, I presume,
along the line between Williams Lake and
Bella Cooda. There are a number cf ranchers,
miners and trappers ail through that area,
which is one cf the richest ranching areas in
the whole of British Columbia, and I can
say that honestlyr although it is not in, my
censtituency. If the saine sort of action is
he takcen te laul te utilize this systemn cf
communications as has been taken with
respect to that wireiess link between Prince
Rupert and the Queen Charlottes, then a
large proportion cf a very great sum cf money
which was invested by thîs country in con-
structing these lines of communication will
be put to very littie use. I would ask the
minister if in t4~ deliherations that hoe is
now carrying on with the army officials hie
will take stops te ensure that that telephone
communication is made available for the
settiers of the Cariboo.

I should like to refor once more to the
question of the arrangements which miay have
been made for the disposai of some cf the
equipmcnt, particuiarly that which bas been
placed on the telephone uines cf the British
Columbia Telephone company. For defence
purposes it was necessary te erect a large
number of new polos, te construot new cross-
pieces on m'any cf the existing pelee, and te
run additional lices ovor the rîght-of-way of
the British Columbia Telephone company.
Again, large expenditures of monoy were made
for that purpose and a great deal cf labour,
both civilian and military, was employed on
that work. The minister said that hoe was
net aware cf any con.traot or any agreement
which hiad been made betwoen the govern-
ment and the British Columbia Telephone
company for the disposai cf that equipment
when it was ne longer roquîred by the 'de-
fence services, but I am well informod cf the
fact that the British Columbia Telophone
cempany firmly bolieve that they have an
agreement with the governiment fer the dis-
p osai cf that oquipmont, and surely it is only
reasoriahie te think that if a communications
company is te allow addiitional lines, te ho
strung on their poles and add'iticnal equip-
ment te ho placed on their right-of-way, they
would demand seme agreement before the
construction work was started. I am net

suggesting for one moment that there is any-
thing wrong about týhis. It seems to me to
be a reasonable thing, before construction was
started, te have made an arrangement with
the company whose property the government
was going to use. I know the company is
under the impression that such equipmenît as
they require which bas been run on their own
particular lines they will get at fil ty per cent
cf ite cost. The company no doubt feel that
they bave made a pretty good deal, be-
cause the main cost for any sort of crection
work in a communications systemr is that of
labour where the right-of-way has to be
cleared and ail the construction work bas to
be done. The impression which a good many
pEýople in British Columbia have is that the
British Columbia Telephone company will
bo able to take over such equipment as they
require at the rate I mentioned, fifty per
cent of the cost cf the equipment ýte the
government.

This brings up a point regarding the equip-
ment which has been laid on-parts of the line
and wbich perhaps the British Co-lumibia Tele-
phone cempany will no£ desire te operate.
They have te look after the interests of
their shareholders, and are net iikeiy te pur-
chase equipment whîcb is. net on paying
portions cf their line, and it la quite possible
that tbey might remove somne of that equip-
ment from the less revenue-producing portions
te ather parts of tbeir system. But we have
te look after our sharehelders, and our share-
heIders are the settiers li those areas. If the
minister is net satisfled with the statement
that the company believe they have an
agreement I should like hlm te make further
inquiries and find out whetber any sucb
arrangement bas been made. It may have
been contained ini one of the directives which
hoe reéferred te as having heen sent to the
joint communications committee on the
Pacific coast frem the air force headquarters
or the communications committee of the
joint services here. But the impression la
very firm in Vancouver that some agreement
has been made, and I feel that that shouid
ho looked in-to and the interests cf the settlers
cared for, so that ne equipment which is on
lines which are net revenue producîng to the
company will he. removed from those areas
by that cemiLpany, and se that the interests
ef the farmers in the Cariboe district and
Vancouver island may be safeguarded.

Mr. MATTHEWS (Keotenay East): I wish
te say a word at this point in endorsation. of
what the hion. member for Nanaimo bas just
said with regard te communicating with the
Queen Charlotte islands area. Some few years
ago I had the privilege of living on the Queen


