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sit down with ver>' littie to do except fill out
a lot of forms and try to get through the
red tape, for which the medical services have
been notorious. There does seern to be a
great waste of the wonderful talent of these
doctors, anti I would suggest that the depart-
ment have a ver>' careful check made ta see if
that waste cannot be stoppeti.

Mr. RALSTON: I de flot want the com-
rnittee to get that idea or to be too convincedi
of the truth of the suggestion, which I arn
sure my hon. friend sincerely believes, that
there is a great deai, of red tape and a great
waste of time in connection with the med-ical
services. Perhaps I arn too optimistic; I do
flot think 1 arn, but I really think the medical
services of the three arrned services--of course
I know more about the army than I do about
the others-are in excellent hantis; that the
organization is such as will prod-uce results;
that the>' are alive to the fact that the supply
of doctors, nurses andi hospital personnel is
not unlimiteti, and that the>' must impriovise as
far as possible. I kn.ow there becornes a
routine in the army medical services, the samne
as in any other service; but I arn sure if my
hon. frienti would visit the Royal Canadian
Army Medical Corps training centre at Camp
Bortien and see the intensive monýth which
these tioctors, old and young, spenti there learn-
ing something about the army, learning some-
thing about their duties, trying to eliminate
red tape as much as possible and at the samne
time to become useful bath, as regimental
officers and as medical officers, hie would feel
that the army is making genuine progress along
the lines he has suggesteti.

Mr. GREEN: The situation naw may be
better than it was, but a year or so ago I
knew of one tioctor who hati ta write the
wortis "light dut>" and sign his naine after
the naines af eighty patients every day. That
is just tommyrot, and. th.ings like that shauld
be cut aut.

Mr. DIEFENBAKER: Woulti the min-
ister explain the new system of categarizatian
which has been built up, and which he refer-
reti to this afternaon as the "Pulhems" system?
Everyane realizes that the olti categary system
hati become rather archaic and out of date
with. the passage af years. I should, like an
explanation fram the minister, if hie is able
to give it, as ta haw this system naw in effeet
overseas is designed to, imprave the man-power
situation. The questions I wish ta ask the
minister are these. Under the new system,
when put into effect in Canada, is it the inten-
tion, to take men into, the army who would be
unable to serve, except in certain categories.

as office men, andi ta take in another categor>'
in another capacity, and the highest category
ta serve overseas? This is a tremendous
change. I shoulti like ta know how it is ta
be brough.t into effeet, andi whether it is ta
be utilizeti in sa far as the examination of men
called up for service or joining voluntarily is
concerned.

Mr. RALSTON: Well, I certainly steppeti
into something when I mentioneti this matter,
because I must confess ta the hon. member
that I do not know the details of the working
out of the system. I had the director-general
of medical services appear before defence
council about three months ago, at which time
hie explaineti the situation quickly, anti out-
lineti the general principles. As I remember
it, the categorization was for army service,
and not just for physical categorization. Andi
categarization for army service was indicateti
by the reference ta the particular function
which might be impaireti in respect of a man
who is not physically perfect, insteati of
referring ta A, B, C or D, regardiess of the
function impaired. In other words, it might
be the head, the respiratar>' organs, the limbs
or the heart. The categorization refers ta, the
particular function affectedý. As a resuit of
having such classification, it will be possible
ta utilize men for the army who foýrmerly were
just shut aut because they were in the blanicet
categor>' A, B, or C. The plan is being useti,
andi will be useti for those who are callet up
for service, anti the others who have volun-
teereti.

1 shaulti like ta give the committee more de-
tailed anti scientific information; but I simply
cannot do so, anti 1 believe I must confess
my inabilit>' ta do so. 1 should nat like ta
indýicate ta the cammittee that 1 have the
scientifie abilit>' to tiescribe the system.

Mr. DIEFENBAKER: Does it mean that
man>' men who, heretofore, woulti have been
discharged for physical unfitness, and who are
now in the service, will be kept aon, anti placeti
in work comrnensilrate with their peculiar
abilities?

Mr. RALSTON: 1 shoulti think it would
mean that. Certainl>' that is one of the ideas
of atiopting it. It is a more scientific anti
precise methoti of catalaguing men accoýrding
ta their physical sabiIities, having regard ta the
neetis of the army.

Mr. DIEFENBAKER: - a it useti in an>'
other army?

Mr. POULIOT: What woulti be most scien-
tifie woulti be ta put at heatiquarters those
wha are unfit, so as ta relieve those who are
fit- That woulti be scientific.


