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very difficuit to understand what they mean
in terms of cost. So let it be understood that
what I arn speaking of to-night when I speak
of cost is in termis of cost in Canadian dollars
accepted by the Canadian people as being
capable of buying a dollar's worth from
Halifax to Vancou ver.

If we assume that the hion. member for
Winnipeg North means by bis resolution a
reductien of the qualifying age te sixty-five-
the resolution does nlot say that, but in bis
address my bon. friend indicated that this
was wbat was in bis mind, although I arn quite
sure that bie would regard it as onîy a first
step-tben what would be the cýost? And in
this cennection it must be remembered that
the cost to the dominion for the coming fiscal
year under the present old age pension scbeme
wiIl be about $30.000.000. At the present
time there are 175.000 persons receiving old
age pensions in Canada. It is estimated that
this number wilI ho 177,000 by the beginning
of the next fiscal year, on April 1. If we
move the age limit from seventy to sixty-five,
the total cost of old age pensions to the
dominion alone for the next fiscal year wiil
be over $48,000,000. It will be understood,
Mr. Speaker, that in these figures I amrn ft
rncluding the share of the provinces. It is
necessary to add twentv-five per cent to the
figures I have given as thc dominion cost in
order to arrive at thie total cost to, the
cunftry.

Mr. DOUGLAS (Weyburn): Doos that take
into corisideration those wbo xviii corne in
duiring the noxt fiscal year wbo are nlot in now,
or is thiat on the basis cf those n0w reeeiving
pensions?

Mr. DUNNING: The estimate cf $30,000,-
000 for the nýext fiscal year is on the basis cf
what it is estimated will ho the number dur-
ing that year.

Mr. DOUGLAS (Weyburn): Not the num-
ber now?

Mr. DUN-'NINýG: The noinher now, as I
indicatcd. is 175,000, and we are estimating
177,000 for the coming fiscal year.

Mr. HEAPS: On wbat percentage is the
minister basing bis figure? Ho stated this
afternoon that approxiinately fifty per cent
cf those at preseLnt over seventy years cf
age are in reeeipt cf old age pensions.

Mr. DUNNING: If my hion. friend will
permit. after I get through with this point I
shall give the percentages receix ing old age
pensions in eacb cf the provines cf Canada,
but I would rather finish the fiwniil state-
ment first. That is clear, Mr. Sfpuiker. If
we lower the age to sixty-fix'e vrars, it is
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estim-ated that the cost te the dominion for
the next fiscal year would be $48,000,000. If
we lowered it te sixty years, the cost to the
dominion during the next fiscal year alone
weuld be $71,646,000.

We have te look te the future in connection
witb this matter of old age pensions from the
cost point of view, and in this connection it
must be remembered that the number of those
seventy and over. according te the best esti-
mates, will steadily increase during at lea.st
the next tbirty ycars, the reasen being that
a large portion of our population came bore
a.s adults, or at least a large portion of our
population heing immigrants and net being
hemn here, the numbor of old people wihl tend
te increase for a considerable period of ycars
te corne. A study of different age groups in
the last census retturns of Canada wihl cenfirm
this tendency. These figures of population
have been carefulhy studied in relation te
tbe number of thoso seventy and over wbo
migbt he reasonably expected te be old age
pensioners, judging bv the experience we have
bad up to date. Thus wo find that even on
the basis cf tbe present qualifying age cf
seventy, and on the basis cf the payments
presently being made, it is anticipated that
the coïst cf pensions te the dominion in 1941,
asidc from administrative eosts, xviii he 846.-
300.000; in 1951, $62,000.000; in 1961. S82.200.-
000 and in 1971. 892800,000 witbout achding te
the amount of pension and witbout reducing
the qualifying age.

Mr. LAWSON: Thoso figures are hased on
age seventy?

Mr. DUNNMNG: Tbey are based on age
seventy and upon tbe avecrage amouint cf
pcii-sons noxv being paid to the proportion cf
people over sev enty, in eacb of tho years
wbicbi I bave namcd, tbe samne proportion of
tbose now over seventy as arc rccciving pen-
sions. Tbat, is a little complex, but I think
I have made it fairhy elear.

Just boere I sbouhd like to remind the bouse
once again tbat a decharation cf policy by
the governrnent, as rcquecýted by the resolu-
tion, imiplies, I tbink, that the provinces
would continue tbe proportion tbey are now
paying. I douht vory mucb if many of the
provinces xvouhd ho able financially, at present
at any rate, te stand the increased amount
which would bo required cf tbcmn te make
up their twenty-five per cent of xvbat would
bo involved in sucb an increase. I know tbat
a number of the provinces are baving tbeir
difficulties to-day in carrying successfulhy the
twenty-five per cent they are ohhigated to
pay under the present agreements betwcen the
dominion and those provinces.


