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immediate election. If there is one right
above another which. the people's representa-
tives should at ail times have, it is that of
declaring at any moment and at ail times that
a ministry no longer enioys the conifidence
of the country and that an immediate dissolu-
tion of parliament ie necessary in order that
an immediate general election may be held.
If there is one right above another which the
people of Canada should enjoy it ie to have
avai.lable at ail times the machinery that is
necessary for the innediate conduct of a
general election.

Well, what did we receive in answer the
other day from the Secretary of State (Mr.
Caban) to the question I asked as to the
date by which we could expect to have the
liste printed?

As hon. members wiil recaîl, at tbe last
session the old Dominion Elections Act was
repealed. That act had servcd for many
years wholly satisfactorily, and there was no
demand for its repeal; at any rate there
sbould have been no final repeal of the act
until the rnachinery under the new measure
was in such shape as to make it possible
to have an immediate election at any time.

Mr. CAHAN: Did you ever suggest that
during the discussion?

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: May I say to
the Secretary of State that I arn not the
government; I arn not responsibie for the gov-
ernrnent's legisiation. Over and over again I
have becn told that by the Prime Minister.
Wbat I did ask was, whether we might ex-
pect to be able to bold a general election at
any time the country might desire it. More
than that, as leader of the officiai opposition
I put faith, as 1 was obliged to do, in what
was told me and told this bouse hy the minis-
ter of the crown wbo on bebaif of the govern-
ment hroughit in the new elections act and
franchise act. I accepted bis word, as it waç
Mny duty to do. when be introduced t.he new
mensures. And wbat dîd he say? The state-
ments are vcry clear. I have in my band the
Hlansard of June 13, 1934, and at page 4257
the Minister of Justice (Mr. Guthrie) said:

It bas been thongbt by the gov-ernment that
it would he well to devise some imjroved
method to bring on a general or by-e ection
in this country in much less time than ie
necessary at present.

There wae the motive alleged for that act,
to have the machincry, an improved method,
to bring on a general or hy-eiection in this
country in less time than wae necessary under
the old Dominion Elections Act. That was
the whole purpose of it, we were told. The

minister went on to speak of completing the
votere' liste, which he said "shall be available
at a moment's notice in any part of Canada
should a general election or a by-election take
place." Express provision wae made that the
by-electione would continue to be held under
the old elections act, but we were told when
this new measure was introduced that we
would have a measure which would enabie
elections to be brought on more speediiy-
hrought on, to give the minister's own words
"in mucb less tirne than je necessary at
present"ý-refcrring to the situation as in June,
1934, and "at a moment's notice in any part of
Canada." As to the availabilty of the liste, at
a moment's notice in any part of Canada the
liste were to be availabie when necessary for a
general election.

Mr. CABAN: That je exactly what you wili
bave. May I say to the rîght hon, gentle-
man, if he will allow me to interrupt-

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: No, my hon.
friend may speak in the course of the debate.
I have here what my hon. friend (Mr. Caban)
gave nme as an answer the other day, and I
arn going to do hirn the courtesy of reading it
in juet a moment. But what else did the
Minister of Justice say in introducing the
new elections act last year?-"!tbat a basic
iist shahl be undertaken immediately after
the prorogation of the present parliament»
It was not undertaken immediately, as I shahl
show in a moment. Those are the etate-
mente that were made by tbe Minister of
Justice at the tirne of introducing the bill
last year.

Now wbat had my hon. friend the Secretary
of State to say wben I asked him whether
the liste had been printed, that were to he
available at any moment the country might
want to bave a general election, and that
were, if necessary, to enable an election to
be held more quickiy than formerly? My
bon. friend said at page 5 of Hansard of
this year, referring to the Dominion Franchise
Act of last year:

The dominion franchise commissioner eorn-menced on November 20 last to deliver to theking's prinýter copies of the lists of electors forthe several electoral districts of Canada as theyNwere severally prepared, with directions to theking's prin-ter for the printing of tbe same.
These lists comprise approximateiy 6,000,000

names of elector8, of which about 1,000,000
names are now set up in type, although. the
printing of departmental reports, in English
and French, for presentation to parliament, bas
been given precedence over other work. Tbe
printing bureau, in addition to ite other work,
is now setting up in type about 75,000 namesper dýay, so that in the ordiinary course, without
grave accidents to the equipment of the bureau,


