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would not be able to get any seed grain
at ail. Machinery was put in force under
provincial statute enabling the municipal-
ity to advance money on behaif of the f arm-
er who could not afford to pay. We sold
to the municipalities about 600,000 bushels
of grain.

Mr. MACDONALD: Was there not a vote
last year for the purpose of purchasing
seed grain?

Mr. BURRELL: No, that was in connec-
tien with a different matter altog-ether.
This action was taken for the purpose of
selling high-class seed te farmers who might
not otherwise be able to get it.

Mr. OLIVER: Has this money been ai-
most entirely repaid by the farmers?

Miî. BURRELL: The whole of it bas been
repaid.

Mr. KNOWLES: Was it done in the same
way tP'at the seed grain was distributed in
former years, by taking a'lease on the lanýd?

Mr. BURRELL: No. Our expert officers
bought the seed; it was re-cleaned, bagged
and made ready for sale to municiipalities
and f armers.

Mr. SINCLAIR: Why was it necessary te
advance this sumn of money by Gevernor
Generai's warrant? It seems to me that
this was an extraordinary step to take, espe-
cialiy when Parliament was in session.

Mr. BURRELL: My reculiection is that
this action was taken elther during the re-
cess or before Parliament met. I think that
Ui must ha:ve been du-!na the receqs.

Mr. SINCLAIR: It seems to mie that
Governor General's warrants are resorted to
ýVith very littie provocation in these times.

Mr. KNOWLES: Is this a new expen di-
ture, or is it supplementary to an insnffi-
cient vote made last year?

Mr. BURRELL: It la absolutely new
work, neyer undertaken before.

Mr. KNOWLES: Parliament remained in
session last year up te a time that must
have been subzequent to the activity of the
farmers in getting seed grain ready.

Mr. BURRFiLL: I am sonry that I cannot
give the exact date. I hope that my hon.
friend has not any suspicion in connectien
wjth this matter, because we have an abso-
Luteiy clear record in it. The conditions

xvere such that it was very desirable, espe-
ciaily in these times of neded production,
that~ the farmers in the West should havea

[Mr. Burreli.]

supply of first-class seed. There must have
*ten some obvious reason for getting the
Governor General's warrant; otherwise we
should 'gladly have come to Parliament for
the money.

Mr. OLIVER: How did the minister buy
the $ 1,500,000 worth of grain if he had only
$ 500,000?

Mr. BURRELL: As fas.t as we bought
grain and sold it, the money was turned
in.

Mr. COPP: Was this grain supplied gen-
erally throughout Canada, or eniy through-
ont the West?

Mr. BURRELL: The provisions for its
distribution were applicable everywhere,
but only oats were taken in the East. Some-
thing like 200,000 bushels of No. 1 grade
oats were shipped froin the West on order
by carioad lots to Governmental authori-
ties, municipalities, individual farmers or
dealers.

Mr. KNOWLES: How much is now on
hand?

Mr. BURRELL: I cannot give the exact
figure; I think about 40,000 or 50,000 bush-
els.

Mr. SINCLAIR: Where is it?
Mr. BURRELL: In the Government eie-

vators in the West.

Mr. KNOWLES: Where was -it bought?

Mr. BURRELL: It was bouglit tbrough
the Seed Purchasing Commission, the de-
tails respecting- which I laid on the Table
when the main estimates were und-er con-
sideration. This commission was composed
iargeiy of our owin expert officers in the
seed d'epartment.

Mr. KNOWLES: In the multipiicity of
commissions, this one may have get loat.
Persona]ly. I neyer heard of this Seed Pur-
cýhasinga Commission. Wiil the minister
tell us somcthing about it?

Mr. BURRELL: Mr. Wilson w as at the
head of the commission; he is a very weii
known man in the West. The grain was
bought ail over the country, wherever the
best grain couid be secured under the best
terma. It was sent to the Government ele-
vators, cleaneýd and bagged; then it aurait-
ed orders fromn different municipalities and
f armer s.

Mr. KNOWLES:. Was it bonght in the
prairie West?

Mr BURRELI: Altog-ether in the West.


