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bers composing the Cabinet; but when those
differences disappear. when those men. sink-
ing their personal views and opinions, band
together for the general good. and determine
to stayv together to carry out the most im-
portant matters of public interest that have
ever come before the country. I think the
people of Canada. at least. whatever houn.
- gentlemen on your left., Mr. Speaker. may
say, will find that the reasons which induc-
ed them to resume their portfolios were sucii
as will receive the approbation of public
opinion. 1 am, therefore. not in the least
‘surprised at the manner in which the ex-
planations have been received by the hon.
lesder of the Opposition. 1 felt that he
wceuld be disappeinted. but this is one of
those numerous disappointments which lie
has already experienced. and which he must
put up with once more.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Mr.
Speaker, it is not often I feel it to be my
duty to differ from the hon. gentleman who
sits Desides me Mr. Laurier), but few as
those oceasions may be, this, T am bound to
confess, is one of them. My hon. friend will
pardon me when I say that he takes the hon.
centlemen opposite quite too seriously.  Sir,
he assumes that he is dealing with respoins-
ible statesmen. Now. viewed from that
standpoint, 1 must admit that my  hon.
friend has not said a word too much, and.
in fact. a good deal more mizht justly be said
than he has said. But I subnit to this hon-
ourable body that that is not the true stand-
point from which those hon. gentlemen's
actions should be regarded. Sir, as I under-
stand it, we are here in the presence of the
Royal Ottawa Low Comedy Troupe, and we
should be grateful! to them for the grea
benetit they have done us as a party. and
for the amusement they have afforded., not
only to us. but to all Canada. during some
time past. As I understand it. and [
submit this to my hon. friend with all defer-
ence, what we have been listening to, after
all. has really been a sertes of rehearsals.
We had No. 1 rehearsal—because I can
hardly count-the little episode of the hon.
member for Pictou (Sir Charles Hibbert
Tupper) as one—a  sort of undress re-
hearsal. as we may ecall it, in July, when
three members of the Cabinet went out, and
one of them. being a person of some honour
and self-respect, stayed out. Then we have
lately had what I may call a full dress re-
hearsal, when seven members went out. and
practically seven came back. because the
mere substitution of junior for senior, or
senior for junior, really hardly affects the
situation, as no one will more frankly admit
than the hon. member for Pictou. Now these
hon. gentlcmen being pretiy nearly letter
perfect. we can have the real performance,
whicli will not long be delayed. when all
will: o out and none come back. In the
meantime, Mr. Speaker, allow me to congra-
tulate those hon. gentlemen on the magnifi-
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cent spectacular effects which they have
produced entirely regardless of expense. I
think you, Mr. Speaker, will admit, and I
think all constitutional authorities from the
hen, member for Bothwell (Mr. Mills) down,
will admit it is of the highest moment that
the Ministry of the day. under a form of
covernment like ours. should command the
respect of the great mass of the people of this
ceantry, and the contidence ot their fellows,

Rir. I think' those hon gentlemen stayed
out too longz. when they allowed the weekly
issues of the Conservative press to be sent
to the country. and if I am any judge of the
effect produced, it is only too plain that they
have atterly failed either to inspire respect
in the country. or confidence among their
own fellowers. Now, 8ir. let us consider
for a moment what this whole faree means,
It means, in my judzgment, nothing less and
nothing move than this: that this whole
business has been transacted for the pur-
pose, and for uo other purpose, than to
make room for my ancient acquaintance,
Sir Charles Tupper. Baronet of the United
Kingdom. S8ir. it is impossible that even
such a crew as T see yonder
Oh.

CSir RICHARD CARTWRIGIIT. 1t ix im-
possible that even sach a ¢rew could dream
of returning except on a most distinet under-
standing. whether written or verbal, that
within a very shiort space of time Nir M:ac-

kenzie Bowell must make way for Siv
‘Charles Tupper, Bart.

Mr. POPE. You are right for once.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Yes,

right for once and right always, and right
all through. XNot even their fronts of brass
(and I give them ecredit for any imaginable
quantity of that commodity)—not even their
fronts of brass could endure—and | will
do them that justice. and particularly rto
the Minister of Railways will T do that jus-
tice—could endure to sit very long under Sir
Mackenzie Bowell in Council afrer what
has passed between them. And now. Sir,
as to Sir Mackenzic Bowell himself, and lLiere
I candidly confess that I feel some pity for
that hon. gentleman. TUp to the present
time, Sir Mackenzie Bowell might have
commanded the sympathy, not merely of
a great number of his own followers, but
of a large proportion of the people of this
country irrespective of party. That was a
sympathy which naturally went out to an
old leader fighting for his life with his back
to the wall against seven treacherous min-
isters. But, Sir, I am sorry to say for
fir Mackenzie Bowell that although I am
ready to make large allowances for him. I
muvst say that he cannot expect the same
measure of our sympathy and respect when
he sinks to play the part of a warming-pan to
one of the most corrupt politicians our coun-
try has ever known. As I have said, Mr.
Speaker, Sir Charles Tupper, Bart.. is a



