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Mr. Chairman,

My Delegation has listened with great interest to 

the comments of those who have spoken on this draft Convention 

and we have been much impressed by the high quality of them.

The difficulties involved in drafting such a document, to make 

it flexible enough to meet the needs of people whose traditions, 

customs and legal systems are so varied, must have been very 

great indeed. I should like to commend the Commission on the 

Status of Women for the excellent work they have done.

While we are aware of the difficulties which the Con­

vention presents for many countries, we are also very much aware 

of the need for such a Convention. The effectiveness of marriage 

legislation is dependent to a very considerable extent upon the 

social and economic conditions which exist in the areas in which 

it is to be applied. It is to be hoped that the Convention will 

help to bring about the necessary social and economic changes 

which will eventually mean the end of child marriage„

In my own country we have a federal system of govern­

ment , by virtue of which the legislative powers are divided be­

tween the federal and provincial governments. As at least some 

of the matters dealt with in this Convention would appear to 

fall within the provincial field of jurisdiction, Canada is 

therefore not able to take any definite position until the 

Provinces have been consulted. In these circumstances, the 

Canadian delegation will have to abstain in the voting on this
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