
and a variety of other mechanisms has virtually changed the way communication is
being conducteci today. Without the impact of the technological revolution it can be
questioned whether some of the international movements would have taken place
particularly the development of a worldwide disability rights movement. The
proliferation of new systems of communication have put focal groups of disabled people
together and fostered the development of a truly international disability movement. At
the same time, new assistive devices and technologies have enabled more severely
disabled persons to participate and thus broaden the scope of communication. What
must be remembered about these technologies, however, is that they contain within
them the possibilities of either liberation or oppression depending on who controls themn
and has access to them.

The efforts of the international disability movement to communicate within itself
and to the larger community has been made aIl the more important by the questions
and probîems raised by a host of new cultural and social values. The ongoing
phenomena of increasing urbanization often has led to the breakup of smaller
communities, established cultural patterns, and clearly defines social relationships. At
the same time, novel new heaîth issues such as Aids have appeared and changed the
context of debate in some societies about disabilities. The implication of such trends
are that social, cultural, and health issues are being worked out in an ongoing fashion.
Disability groups and the disability movement are making a vital contribution to the
debate around how to build community development and solidarity.

The latter haîf of the twentîeth century has also been marked by wars and
confiiots in many regions of the world. The fact that many of these have resulted in
millions of people being permanently disabled has provided a new perspective to the
discussions. International ethical issues around euthanasia and mercy killing have also
had a tremendous impact on the lives of people with disabilities. At the same time they
have provided an opportunity for disabled people to raise their voices.

Coinciding with a lot of these international trends has been the realization of the
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