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Annex A: Marrakesh Decision on Trade and Environment

Ministers,

Meeting on the occasion of signing the Final Act Embodying the Results of the Uruguéy
Round of Multilateral Trade Negotiations at Marrakesh on 15 April 1994,

Recalling the preamble of the Agreement establishing the World Trade Organization
(WTO), which states that members’ "relations in the field of trade and economic endeavour
should be conducted with a view to raising standards of living, ensuring full employment and
a large and steadily growing volume of real income and effective demand, and expanding the
production of and trade in goods and services, while allowing for the optimal use of the world’s
resources in accordance with the objective of sustainable development, seeking both to protect
and preserve the environment and to enhance the means for doing so in a manner consistent with
their respective needs and concerns at different levels of economic development,"”

Noting:

- the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, Agenda 21, and its
follow-up in GATT, as reflected in the statement of the Chairman of the Council
of Representatives to the CONTRACTING PARTIES at their 48th Session in
December 1992, as well as the work of the Group on Environmental Measures
and International Trade, the Committee on Trade and Development, and the
Council of Representatives;

- the work programme envisaged in the Decision on Trade in Services and the
Environment; and

- the relevant provisions of the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual
Property Rights,

Considering that there should not be, nor need be, any policy contradiction between
upholding and safeguarding an open, non-discriminatory and equitable multilateral trading system
on the one hand, and acting for the protection of the environment, and the promotion of
sustainable development on the other,

Desiring to coordinate the policies in the field of trade and environment, and this without
exceeding the competence of the multilateral trading system, which is limited to trade policies
and those trade-related aspects of environ mental policies which may result in significant trade
effects for its members,

Decide:



