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(Mr. Nazarkin, USSR)

seek a solution to the question of the elimination of chemical weapons. That
requires now, above all, that the United States delegation should present
concrete proposals on the types and quantities of chemical weapons the
United States would like to divert.

One of the most difficult of the outstanding questions is the problem of
the order of elimination of chemical weapon stocks. Discussions on the
question have shown above all the technical difficulties involved in working
out a so-called equivalent unit for comparing various categories of
chemicals. In view of this fact and of possible differences in the
composition of chemical weapon stockpiles we would like to propose that the
following order of elimination of chemical weapon stockpiles be discussed.
Firstly, the whole elimination period shall be divided into nine one-year
periods. Secondly, within each one-year period a State party shall eliminate
one-ninth of its chemical-weapon stockpiles in each of the existing
categories. Thirdly, a State party may carry out the elimination of chemical
weapons at a faster pace than under the agreed order of elimination.

We would be interested to hear the views of other delegations on these
questions. The Soviet delegation is prepared, in the course of further
negotations, to seek mutually acceptable solutions on the question of the
order of elimination of chemical weapons. It is our hope that by the end of
the spring session of the Conference the full text of Article 4 and Annex 4
will be finalized.

The Soviet Union is in favour of achieving, as a matter of principle, the
prompt and complete elimination of chemical weapons and the industrial base
for their production. The Soviet side has made repeated statements to this -
effect on a number of occasions, including at the highest level. 1In this
context we should like once again to draw your attention to the statement of
General Secretary Gorbachev of 15 January 1986, in which it was stated
inter alia that "we are prepared to ensure a timely declaration of the
location of enterprises producing chemical weapons and the cessation of their
production, and we are ready to start developing procedures for destroying the
relevant industrial base and to proceed, soon after the Convention enters into
force, to the elimination of the stockpiles of chemical weapons".

This statement makes it clear beyond any doubt that in pursuing chemical
disarmament we do not seek unilateral disarmament of the other side. In case
such a convention is concluded chemical weapons and the production base for
their manufacture are to be destroyed by all States possessing such weapons,
including both the Soviet Union and the United States.

The Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons is now proceeding to the
consideration of the cluster of questions relating to non-production of
chemical weapons in the commercial (civil) industry. This, if anything, is
the most difficult aspect of the convention. In November 1986 the
Soviet Union made a series of proposals on the subject which, as is widely
recognized, have considerably advanced the negotiations. Today we would like
to present some new ideas on this question.



