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beneficiaries, was stressed. Also, the Strategy called for appropriate measures to
be taken in order to bring about profound social and economic changes and to

eliminate the structural imbalances that compounded and perpetuated women's

disadvantages in society.

Paragraph 5

The strategies contained in the World Plan of Action and in the Programme of
Action were important contributions towards enlarging the perspective for the
future of women. In most areas, however, further action is required. In this
connection the General Assembly confirmed the goals and objectives of the Decade -
equality, development and peace - stressed their validity for the future and
indicated the need for concrete measures to overcome the obstacles to their
achievement during the period 1986-2000.

Paragraph 6

The Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women during the Period
from 1986 to the Year 2000 set forth in the present document present concrete
measures to overcome the obstacles to the Decade's goals and objectives for the
advancement of women. Building on principles of equality also espoused in the

Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, .1/ the

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, A/ the International Covenant

on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, .1/ the Convention on the Elimination of

All Foras of Discrimination against iloa0en, §J and the Declaration on the

Participation of Women in Promoting International Peace and Co-operation, .2/ the
Porward-lookinq Strategies reaffirm the international concern regarding the status

of women and provide a framework for renewed commitment by the international

community to the advancement of woaen and the elimination of gender-based

discrimination. The efforts for the integration of women in the development

process should be strengthened and should take into account the objectives of a new

international economic order and the international Development Strategy for the

Third United Nations DevelopAent Decade.

Paragraph 7

The Nairobi World Conference in taking place at a critical ffAMent for the

developing countries. Ten years ago, when the Decade was launched, there was hope

that accelerated econoaic growth, sustained by growing international trade,
financial flows and technological developments, would allow the increased

participation of Momsn in the economic and social development of those countries.
These hopes have been belied owing to the persistence and, in some cases, the

aggravation of an economic crisis in the developing countries, which has been an
important obstacle that endangers not only the pursuance of new programmes in

support of women but also the maintenance of those that were already under way.

ParagraEh

The critical international economic situation since the end of the 1970s has
particularly adversely affected developing countries and, most acutely, the woAen
of those countries. The overall picture for the developing countries, particularly
the least developed countries, the drought-stricken and famine-stricken areas of
Africa, the debt-ridden countries and the low-income countries, has reached a
critical point as a result of structural imbalances and the continuing critical

international economic situation. The situation calls for an increased commitment


