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9 THE EDUCATIC

The descriptions and narratives in win
are interested make excellent maternal
rv:uling lessons. ot them wnite thea
interest 1s abated and both exercises
with thought.
benefit from  the use of umtied

Another arising

material 1s the increased valu: 1t sives to expression an

education. By using subject matter that as connected
and therefore apperceived by the child, the value of
expression is thereby increased. The related material
is more easily learned and understood than the unre
lated: it 18 more easily recalled and retained by the
child, and therefore is more valuable to the possessor
This unity of studv-material will develop umty of
thought, and finally tend to the development of a strong
personality and character.  Before any marked change
from the condition of elementary education can  be
expected there must be a more general recognition and
appreciation on the part of teachers and parents of the
aims of education, or the distinction between education
instruction and fact-collecting, or wool-gathering. When
~ this distinction is fully appreciated the teacher's sphere
of usefulness will be enlarged : he will be requested o
present the material of instruction so as to fully develop
the child and better fit it to meet the practical 1ssues

of life.

words or ideas from a text ‘nmk. 1s only one test of

The ability to recite a lesson, to reproduce

intellectual power, and probably one of the most im

perfect.

That knowledge is power is only conditionally true.

The time has come when the world
judges an educated man by other and higher standards

than the number and size of the books he has studied,

common-sense

- and this common sense is reaching forward to judge the

aims and results of the work done in the common

school.

The failure to produce the best possible results in the
common school is due partially to the multiplicity, size
and scrappy character of the material in the text hooks.

The text-books will be improved as the requirements
of the child are recognized and better understood,
They will then be written from the standpoint of it
needs instead of the point of view of the adult. The

-necessity of greater unity in the subject-matter of |

Hf ’

mstruction has heen recognized since the time

R('C(-ntly this principle has received practi
cal recognition in the bhest schools.

Comenius.

Educators and

teachers are studying the child with the view of more
fully understanding its needs and more intelligently

supplying them.
There have been, and will be, difficulties in making

concentric instruction a practical working principle
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ions of every s hesol, hut '-)* ln(mnw\
e purpsoese, Jivalst ditieultion have
o the nwlux.ﬂ;un ﬂm! Arinewm fl’n!u
vnprove the condition of his school

| edducational mechanisim and |~nrnl)m~
iple ot corrviation, as advocated "}' Herbart
and has followers, will furnish this inspimtion and solve
many of the !vtw'-‘!v!h-» ‘--hnr-!mi with cudninmun M'.um[
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Labor S8aving Reforma

Fhe paper read befure the Dominion Falucational
Axsocintion by Dro MacKav, Superintendent of Fduea-
tion for Nova Scotin, ady cates severnl ptm‘(il‘lﬁ Tt‘furnu,
which f adopted, would turn into useful channels a
vast amount of energy which s now largely anprodue.
tive [t seems to be useless to mlu}.t rvfurmn 'I'fn"' lho
people are ready for them. yvet this waiting s painful

to those who see the future, and who realize the onor-

(]

mous loss entailed by chinging

to the unscientific past.

If we cannot  at once intnxduce reforms, we may, at
least, help to break down unreasonable prejudices, and
thus prepare for the time when a cln).‘n work will pro-
duce double the result that it does at present  when
one half of the carbon in our furnaces will not go off in
troublesome smoke, when children of teny will be better
equipped for hfe's work than children of today  at
fourteen.

Dr. MacKay showed that it was the special function
of the Dominmion  Fducational Association to assist in
carrving out such reforms as needed the united action
of all the proviness, and the coaperation of the varnious
'l"}ﬂ‘ll'l!'ll|'i0'- of the t‘ln]-il"'

I The adoption of metric weights and  measures
“would Jessen the tangle of unnecessary  mathematios
now foreed on vouth,” and thus make possible a desira-
hle accuracy and r;spuh!y of computations in every
day hfe.

After showing its mlvantages in the world of trade,
he recommends the appointment of a committee to act
with other stmilarly appointed committees, in securing
the adoption of the metrie system sumultancously over
large arcas, ’

= The present vatem of spelhing requires, even of
those who learn it mos casily, an enormous amooat of
spelling requires no effort of
a word "lal‘l‘v('t].\‘ 18 to ,'qi('" it

In the present arbitrary system, the exercis-

memory work.,  Phonetie
memory, for to pronounce

correctly.

ing of the memory upon such |mp hazard and unreason-

..'L}:lc- combinations of letters ax we find, produces an
mjurious mental eftect.

|

The present system wastes, on




