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LOWERING VALUATIONS.

A recent decision in -the Lýaw Courts of Montreal may
-hbave a very far-reacbing effect upon the municipal valu-

ation. of property in these times of uncertaintyas to wbat
values really are.

In a case heard before Judge Mercier, as reported In the
Montreal Gazette, St. Aubin'asked that certain assess-
ments on bis property made by the City of Maisonneuve
be reduced.

The Judge ordered the reduction asked for, rullng that
the valuation must be made on the actuel, value at the
time of assessing.

This, of course, ls correct when values are normal.
But can anyone say wbat Is the actual value of property
at the present time?

The business of an assessor la the mnost dIfficult onc
in ail public work in ordinary times, for he bas to en-
quire as to sales of property, in order to flnd a ba.sis foi
value. And even çurrent sales do flot fully establish the
real values, for a sale may be forced tbrough circum-
stances wblch govern the owner, but have nothing to do
with the property. Or someone may, for some reason,
strongly desire to get'hold of a certain property, and may
be willing to give more than an ordinary purchaser would
do. So the Assessor's "lite lu flot a happy one" even in
normal times.

But how is he to flnd out the actual value of property
while reconstruction is on,- and the only transfers are ab-
normal ones, giving very little clue to actual values?

Apparently, valuations bave been left undisturbed at the
figures that were accepted before the war. But if many
proprietors follow the example of Mr. St. Aubin, and suc-
ceed in getting decisions for tbe lowing of valuations, the
Assessors will bave to re-value ail the property, maklng
a general reduction aIl round, so tbat ail mnay be fairly
treated. This will, naturally, lead to a revision 0f tbe tax
rate, for the income of the municipeiity bas to be l<ept np,
whether, by a 10w tax on a hlgh valuation, or by a higb
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