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TARVIA GIVES'OHNÂ'S FORBIDDEN C3ITY
ITS FIRST MODERN HIGHWAY.

By WILLIAM F. MANNIX.

Speaklng generally, China, in the Western sense, la with-
out roads. The nation that could find.time to put up the

Great Wall, the most stupendous mechanical work of ai

history and compared to which the Pyramids are but mere

toys, and to gird some six hundred cities with walls aver-

aging fifteen miles each, a total of nine thousand miles,
bas apparently neyer found tme nor possessed the earnest
inclination to build hîghways. Enough labor has been
wasted te bind the lands with good roads and with lock-
canale wbich vO'ould be floodlese.

Fc&r the larger part the "«roada"* of this ancient empire
are only wide enough for a wheelbarrow, on which the
load is generally about five hundred pounds, though in
North China some barrows ca-rry one thousand pounds.
Outside the treaty-ports the higbiways are generally mnere
paths, too narrow even for the. passenger-ricksbaws, and se
the wheelbarrow is the passenger-equlpment; and It is nlot
an Infrequent sigbt for a small-footed womnan to be bai-
anced by a live pig securely strapped to the other haîf of
the vehicle. A sail ls raised, the shafts are lifted, and
down the path between the quiet rice or maize fields the
comIcal freightage races, for the sooner the journey is over
the better for the one to whose shoulders the shafts are
tied.

If you are a guest departing from a Chin.ese home your
host does flot say gojod-by, but "ho-bang ("go slow"), which
is a littie commentary on the condition of their roads!

However, there is one venerable exception to the gen-
erality of inland highways. And where there is an excep-
tion in China it is on a gigantlc scale. This one dates
from the third century A.D., and is the road extending
from Peklng to Ching Too, the capital of Szechuan, a dis-
tance of one thousand five hundred miles through the most
populous plain of China. It la flfteen feet wide, and i-9
paved with large blocks of atone, some being five feet
square. It is, of course, in wretched condition-a venit-
able "cheval de frise!i"-most of the way. The ancient
cedars stand sentinel, pointing piteously to a returnf to
the public works of yore by tao-tais, mandarins, and vice-
roys. The scenery, where this road crosses the Sin Linge
range, la on a most stupendous scale. Alpine in its
beauty. The engineers cut the road ut eight thousand feet,
and the snowy peaks towers three thousand feet still high-
er. If one may judge the religion of the Chinese Buddhists
by the condition o! this and other roads it must be at a
10w ebb, for one of the most neglected of the Ten Chari-
ties ia: "He who makes a piece o! good road cuts off one
thousand dots on the debter aide of his record with Bud-
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ARREÂRS OP TAXES AND THEIR COLLEC-
TION.

J. M. PERRIE.
While there ia stili a difference of opinion as to the

method of collecting arrears of taxes which givesthe best
resuits, the situation is being courageously fared ln most
cases, and the problem wlll no doubt be solved ere, long.
While there is a variety of adeas as to what form
of tax enforcement proceedings brings the 'best
resuits, it would appear on the whole that the main source
of success in dealing wîth this problem is the making of
provision sO that tax enforcement, proceedings, whatever
the nature of these proceedings, must be taken every year.
If care is taken to see that prompt action is taken each year
to enforce payment of outstanding taxes, arrears of taxes
wili soon cease to be a factor In connection With the busi-
ness of the municipality, The allowing 0f taxes to become
In arrears Is to a great extent largely a habit; and If ac-
tion ls taken each year, the tax-payer will soon fo)rm the
habit of paying his taxes promptly as they become due.
it might also be pointed out in this connection that the
allnwing of taxes to becomne in arroars is no kindness t-
the taxpayer as he has to pay the penalties that accrue,
and, In the end, 15 usaully much worse off than if hie had
paid his taxes wlien due. We have some agreeable ex-ý
amples of what has been the resuit of consistent taking
of tax enforcement proceedings year following year. The
resuit in a number of cases has been that the source of
trouble has practlcally been eliminated, and, with this ac-
complilhed, it is easily understood what freedomn ia given
the municlpality ln carrying on its work. The striving to
raise sufficient money to mneet municipal indebtedness ls
too often such a worry to municipal officiais that It Imn-
pairs the power of the municipal organization to carry on
wba.t mlght be called the real work 0f the municipality.

ADVERTISING PAYS.
When times are good, when commodities sell with ease,

or when there is such a situation that a company or an
Industry bas no competitors to, fear there is a tendency to
bellttle the need of advertising. Therein lies the danger
for the contented. Many old established industries that
have not believed in advertising have been undermined by
infant, yet well advertised, industries.

To be effective advertising must be kept up, whether
the company advertising has anything to seil or nlot. A
case in point is that when the recent sugar shortage was
most acute the largest distributer of reflned sugar launch-
ed a big advertising campalgn, It had no sugar to sell, but
it wanted to keep its prestige. There is an even better
reason, however, fQr heavy advertiuing in times when orders
are more plentiful than gooda to f111 them. Suppose a
lumber company not advertising at present la able to get
two Inquiries foçr every car of lumber it oa4~ ship, but that
by advertising it can get six or eight inquiries for eaoh car
it produces. The increased number o! inquiries developed as
a result o! this advertising Inakes it possible for the com-
pany to select the very best orders at the best pricea and
largely increases its gross business and its net inoome. In-
stead of two orders and possbly two ranges of price to
select from the company may have six or elght orders
and an equal numnber of price ranges te slect from. Ia
that nlot worth advertising for? M111< is good - but cream
la much better.-Americafl Lumberrnian.


