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The Amateur's First Garden
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37 MINERVA NEATTIE
UT WHIAT zo do ljrst?

pr- Easy to say, -I want a garden."
Easy, ton, to inakec a littie trench ininthelieearth and drop seeds into Îk at statedintervais.

L But-what little trench-in what
earth-and at what intervals?"

Tt is these very practical details that daunt many
an amateur. We can ail see ourselves thinning out
a too-luxurant growtb, tying up the too-heavy fruit
on our tomnato plants to supporting stakes, and su
forth. But mnost of us are helplessly nonplussed as
to the soil we should have and the soul we have; the
starting of seeds when %Ne have no green-house,
the selection of seeds whÎch it wiil pay us te grow;
the supplying of proper nourishment te the seedlings
a nd grwing planits, the prevention of their destruc-
tion byothe many garden plague-, and se on.

It's with these A.B.C.'s we wilI deal here.
First of al-location.
Nùw, few of us are ini a position to say: "Go to, 1

shall make me a gardes ini a suinny spot, sheltered
from winds, on ligh,'well-drained ground, where the
soit is a warm san<ly loami-plenty rîch enough In
feed the plants, yet net so heavy as to hold the
moiture and keep) out the heat."

Ideal, of course-but hew often i la,.iavilable?
Most amateurs, about to start a littie vegetable

garden, have only a back-yard, or soine mail avail-
able plot, te choose from. Tt will be necessary tu,
suni np the advantages and disadvantages, te know
whether it wiil bc werth while te attemp t
a garden. The soil you can probably
enrich and make suitable, but the first
censideration la sunlight. fHew iany
heours will the suni shine directly on the 1
plot each day, unimpeded by fences,
dihade trees or buildings? For a general
kitchen garden, yen sheuld be able te
c'ount on at least five hours' sunshine.
If you cannot counit on that miuch, say only on two
or three heurs, it will bc best flot te attemlpt aIny-
thing beyond green-leaf crepe, such us lutt uce,
ipinach (or Swiss chard, which gives a mnaximnum
resuit froin a minimum space), and a little plot each
of parslecy, chives, and mnint, those first-aiids to
(ooking that are se invaluable. Indecd, whlere nio
garden at ail is possible, any wmnan will enjoy a

window bux or a few pots with a tuft of each of
the indispensable herbs growing fresh at her hand.

S OIL next.
Since the little kitchen garden is usually expected

to produce an appreciable amount froni a smlalî
space, the problem narrows down to one Of "intensive
gardenxng." The best plan, if one is reasonably sure
of success, îste have in mind the ideal soit fo~r the
purpose, and then get as near to it as possible. Since
it is froni the soit our plants.muat draw their nourigh-
mient, we nust try te give them the -balanced
rations" that they, as well as bumans, require.

An open, leose-textured soit is Ilaturally easier
for the rootlets to penetrate and feed from than a
soit that is too dense and hcavy. The moisture

r

in the ground takes into solution much of the nutrî-
nient demnanded by the plant 11e, which mnakes the
feed i ngprocess an easy one.Wll rottecd v retab)le miatter, which is rich In
the nitregen so stimulatixxg to growth, should bc
ge-nerously added to the average soil, or rîch mianure.

BOne meal, too, la valuable. Any of these necessaîy
etItiers may be bought from the local seedsmail.Befere adding the fertilizer, however, be surethat the soit has been thoroughly dug nip, turned overand - fined " almost te the siftingj point. This istremendously important because earth that is fuîtot even srnall lumps and clods, will give the tenderyoung roots and shoots unnecessary obstacles tOoverceme.
ThinIr eut your garden first. No sane man everstarted te build a house wthout first planning itin greatý detali The sain~e sort of forethought Willpay when making a garden.
What vegetables do yenwant? Hew much ofeach?What arrangement mwill answer best?And at this point, yeu may think!-oh for a hot-house~, se that 1 could have sonie early tematues,caulifllwer and lettuce started!In that case, use a fiat seed box or as many suchboxes as yen like and start tour tender Young plants'n the house. Whenthere is a certainty of no morefroat, of warm, growing weather, yen can plant Outyour well-grown seedlings.These boxes should 1>e a convenient size forhandîng-there la no object in having them big andcumbersomne as they must ind place on the sillk Ofbright, sunny windows. Three or four inches will~gÎve the desired depth. Put an inch-deep layer Ifgravel or cindersl Ie etmfr*riae thentill nearly te the bri, v,,ith rich or 'well fertlizied soit,sifted finly, then pressegj down irv Aaeltetrenches, net more dian haîf an incrmdy,. Mae lhite

aaros w 0 1.ofite surface, about'two inchesaprt and sow yor seed in1 these quite thickilYabout tei te the inch,
Keep the soit molat, but flot "leaky," and foretra spe, cover each box with a piece oet glass.whnthe plants reach the height of an inch ortwo, tliey should be lliinned, leaving from Onete twe saches between each, so that they wilhave nourîshmnent eneùgh and room enOUgh, toflouriah.- The wee Plants which are thinned ont may

1e ff late couple of mches apart ini ether boxes,
Y e u ' N ' n t o k e p p l e n t y of t h e m n.durngther oetpoint abotdiese handy boxes 1th t tey m ay b st ut o doors for a few heursYOting tpl arn at ofeach day, and the tender

they are finafy-Pa Cczeindsethatge5
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