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The West India Negro

Thougit uîsilmg tite aluove title the writer lias uco
intentioni of borinig )lis rcadcrs xitli a full aumd(
dctailed dlescri ptioni, lîut rathcr te gi\ e a shott
accoulit tf thc nîiost strihiiig features. 'isat-
couiit tnay perliaps pr<)Ve inostructive w hen ,i ii
trastel with the Conîdition of tîte ilegro cf Ille
Sonttherît States.

Ilu tue iirst place, tle West I iidiaîi iicgrc îs a
landeco proprietor oli a varyiiig scale, lie iuiiav
owu hiall an acre or live liîiiolredl. Ou tis loit
of ground lie builds luis liouisc. A few po les
plantcd iii the groinuid witli a roof cf thatclî, aui
perliaps no fler, tlîc sities arc gcncrallv walled
in aud iii scîne cases îiatrdover. Thli ab-
sence cf a floor us catised Iyv the existenct oif a
tax oui floored bouses hliglier tlîa oî cule wii h
no floor. l'his kind cf buildinîg is aliiiost id(eal
for cooliîcss, and the uegro lias nio fear of freeci
ing iii his l)cd. Ilis waîuts are of the siuîuîuhcs.-;t, f or
lic grows ail ]lis owuî vegetables anîd cal s t lic
iiiiiniîiii amiotînt cf whcat. '1'Ie lanîd is excced-
iugly fertile, toc fertile to nliakçe the niegro ax

tliug but lazy and indolenît, and iii tluc inajiri t
cf cases, unless unîcer tlîc greatest pressure,, lic
wilI oct work for more tlîau four days iii tîte
week; the rest cf the tiimne lie looks after luis owul
lîelongimîgs in a lazy sort cf way or gocs on1 a
spree.

'fli work lie (lees is ebicfly w orki îîg ou lian-u
ania plantationîs or iu the canle fields; oii the
wholc, agricultuiral labor, for wvlicli the geuicral
xvagc is oiie shilling (25c.) per day. M\'lien elle
couiders the wages paid il) this counîtry for
work cf a siinîjiar class, it iiîmîst seeni tliat the

iegro is oppressed; such, howevcr, is far froin
being tlîc case. Thîis ainotunt is ainply smîfbcient
for lus necds; for clothiîîg lie uses, the liglîtcst cf
cottous aiîd, as lias beeni said, lie grows practi
cally all lus cxvi foodstu ffs.

As a citizeni tlîe itegro m-iav lie takeîi as laxv
abiding and very seldomu giveil to acts cf vio-
lence-the causes- for lynclîing so frequient iii thec
Southerti States are altogether abîsent, aîud nuii

der British mile the negro is as good as aîîv-
whîite wlîcre his life is at stake.ý The couiîîeut of
the Amnericaîî negro is no doubt duc te tîte way
in which lie is treated, for iii thc West Indics the
proportion cf ucgrocs iîu the populationî
î s, i f auything, greater tlia iii tlîe
States. 'flic chief fanît cf the liegro is luis încîr-
able passion for ste-aling, flot ebiekeuis, but
stainding crcps, liananas, etc. T'hiligs like these
lie luever steals biît, as lie puits it, lie ''takes
theni.' "BTig Massa'' niake thlii groxv for gei-
eral use-a maxiini whidh ilever applies wvlîcîî aily-
thing cf bis goes astray. It iiîay hc well te
add titat luis note is as good as luis wvhiite nieigli-
bor's, but this is given coi thme basis cf ail assess-
ment.

'rhe rnost striking features cf his char-
acter is bis wondemful capacit 'y for tell-
ing lies, a failiug coniiou te ail li. 'rhe
uiegro is always îucst willing to oblige a stramu-
ger; ask Ii liow far abead is sucb andý( suclu a
place, lie will tell you n <ot toc far" but a de-
finite answer lie will neyer give, whether it be
one mile or five. Hie lias a strange semuse of hui-
mer, and is exceedingly musical and religioils.
His religion is 9f the tiîne-honored kind, a big

Bible and a decep sighing il, lthe spirit. 'flc mnusic
that draws hn.ni înav hc classcd as of the 'hbrav-
iîîg' ' kilîd a iliiita ry baud moe tlait anythiîîg
cisc; audf bis songs are of soînieNvhat thc saine
ki îul as lis Aîîîicricaîîcîii 's. llie Salvatioîî

rîvlias a wo eîîdvrfuil attraction for the West
I îlial il legro, th Cli stoiiî of "tcsti fyiig ' a ( thc
instruments of iiuusic uscd suit jin exactly. Trhc
iii<irals o>f thec iiegr(i aire of tle, loxvcst.

Thlic aliove r-Ciima rks a piv to tue iligr() ol tlec
w lIiole, ]luit il, iinust ic iîderstocd tliat tlicuc are,
soirie îîcgrccs, as lawvcers, dtlttrs, ctc. , wlt Cali
hold thceir pîlace w itii alux iiiHl.
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The Passing Hour
1)uring the past N'car a vcry vivid exalliplc xvas

given of the iiiadeqnacy cf tlîe accommînodation iii
the I,ibrary for stud ' . In the suiicir it xvas
aiiounlced in tlîe cit 'v lMLPcrs tlat plans liad been
prepared wit]i grcat care aiit witli claborate de-
tail for the enllargeient of thc building. So far
as wc hiave hcard thcsc plans arc stili wasting
tlîcîr clal>oratciicss, ol paper andt wi il î)rolably
conîtinuec to (I0 so for soilic tilie, ju(lgilg b)y past
examîîles of spced, iii the Iiie of iiiiprcvcmnients.
In the iiîcautiiiie tlîc nîiibcr of studfents in at-
tendance ilieases, to micet which no effort bas
been miade. Wl'icni, at tiis period of the ycar,
Lucre is often congestion in the Library, wvhat
inust xve look forw~ard to il, tlîc spring? llc lia-
titrai conclusion is tlîat -we shall tlicn hiave to
crowtl iit 0 tîc 1,ibrarx' if we c au; otiierîvîse we
inlust stay out.

rhiere is, howevcr, onc ilicaus of lcsscnling the
croxvded condtition of the I,ilîrarv and tlîat is by
throwiiig opcen tîc Seiîiaiclis to the fourtlî vear
students. 'l'lic conscrvatîsiiî anid rctl tape whichi
locks tiiese roonos is w cIl knowuî to the iiiajority
of students. ILu a few words, tliere arc a umînîiber
of books iii eachi Seîiniary wbhichi are supposed to
be of special value iii the prosecultion of special
work ini that course; these Sciiniaries arc locked,
the ''(peu Scsaine'' bcilig two dollars (deposit
of course ;) at, the end cf the vcar if the
depositor anol biis co-depesitors lhave i)rove(l

tlîinclcssuflicicuîtly civilii.d as to refrain
frelin stcaling auiv cf the books, they are paid
lauck. Ili short, we stulcuts "'av be loul-
est tlowîistai rs iii thc I,ibrary and îlot stcal arNv
of thie books on tlic rcferciîcc sbcelvcs, but whei
we gct up iii tbc Scliiîuarics our iomicsty caîî ouly
be vouclicti for Iby depositing twc dlollars. Our
owiI Op)iionl is that if wc werc given a trial xvc
wvould, prove ourselves quite as honest in the
Seiiiiaries as elsexvhcre; it w vould surcly flot muin
the Ulniversity to give uls a trial for a period and
it woultl relieve the -prcssure iu tue iÀbrary for
the present year more eftectivelv than auy chianges
possible juist noxv.

We wislî here to draw the attention of some
iinembers of the 'Arts Facu.lty to a niatter cf
great importance te undergraduates. Nothing


