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cesca of the saine subject, also in tbe National Gallery, about
wbich, as mielodramatists put it, "Imore anon." The righît
side of the picture-1 speak bore and always from the spec-
tator's point of vie w-is occupied by a miost rugged and real-
istic St. Jobin Baptist, clotbed ini a long garmient of camnel's
hait', whicb, howev er, the artist lias generously concealed
during part of its ]engtb by a ilowing robe of more lux-
tirious woven fabric. The middle of tho panel is filled by
the constrained figure of the Saviour, girt with a sniail loin-

lot1 ), and standing up to Jus knees in the symibolical river.
On the riglit batik kneel two angels with towels, their faces
intensely round and Giottesque, and tbeir baloes di.splavin12
the usual frank solidity of the period. Two beetling crags,
with extreinely symmnetrical trees, eke out the composition
above, the lighitly skotcbed figure of the Eternal Father dlis-
charges a dove, representing the 1101v Spirit, on the head of
the Son witli whonî He is well pleased. Now thîs arrange-
ntient of the subject is convcntional and formnai, and it recurs
again and again in the treatînent of the IBaptismn ironi the
earliest ages. As a mbl, one finds on the extreme riglit of
the picture the forai of the Baptist ;in tbe centre stands
the Saviour, almost nude, in tbe symbolical river ; and on
tbe loft we have one, two or three angels holding a towel,

acocigto tbe taste and fancy of tbe pain ter. Occa8ion
ally, it is true, especially ini very early works, the sides are
reversed, the Baptist occupying the lef t and the angels the
right ; but in the vast mnajority of Baptismis, during the
great developmental age of Italian art (from Giotto to
Raphae> tbe disposition is tbe saine as in the IlAltar-pioco
of the School of Taddeo Gaddi," and the tî'eatmont conformns,
on the whole, to this typical instance. The earlier history
of the evolution of the type chus hardened into a convention
hy the thirteenth century is remarkable and interesting.
The very first ropresentations of the Baptisin of Christ which.
we now possess are those whicli occur (as reliefs) ou sarco-
pliagi and (as mural paintings) on the walls of the Cata-
combs. A sarcophagus in the Lateran gives us, 1 beliove,
the most primitive realization which bas yet beon noted of
the historical scene ; thougbi still earlier 'allusions occur else-
where in such symbolic forms as Noah in the Ark and tbe
Passageo of the Red Sea. In the relief on the sarcophagus,
however, a wavy line of almost Egyptian simplicity repreý
sents the Jordan, while a gigantic Baptist, clad in a loin-
cloth of camel's skin, pours water from a bowl over the head
of the Saviour. Ho is standing on the lef t, not, as is usual
in later representations, on the right of tbe composition;-
but the attitude of the two chief porsons, and especially the
pose of the hand wbiclî ho]ds the cup or bowl, is already
that which was reproduced ini later ages by numnberless suc-
cessive genorations of artîsts. The II motive," as critics cal
it, was thore from the beginning. One point of difference
exists, none the less, between this earliost Baptismi and al
later reprosentations. There is as yet no trace of the angel.'
H1e makes bis first appoarance, so far as 1 have been able to
observe, in the central mosaic of the cupola iii the "lBap-
tistory of the Orthodcx," at Rayonna, a work wbich. ahl mod-
ern critics assign to tho fif th century. And hoe does so even
there is a disguisod forai, which curiously illustrates the
transition f rom heathen to Christian art, and the way iii
wbich the conventional types of later ages were originally
evol ved f rom classical models. - -&rant il lpin, in Thle Enq9lish
filIvstrated J3[agazinio.

,Saiut Genexrieve,

Saint (4enevieve witb the sby brown eyes
That droop 'ncatb the somnbre booci wbich lies
Close to bier face with its sweet sali smnile,
And î,îakes you think of Ileaven the while
Voit stand in lber presence. 0J world aaîl wile,
She kiîo%%s yon not !Saint (4enevieve
Withl the shy brown eyes and tIti sweet sadi stîtile.

Withini the boumds of hem calm retreat
'Ihere is rest for weary anI wandleiing, feet
There is hope for the hopeless and Igtfor. the lest;
Tîtere is ]priceless peace for the soul 8tolin-tosýe(1
Life's bitter wine witbi its dregs of guile
Slie bath not tasted! Saint Geieiv
Witb the slîy brown eyes and the sweet sali sinile.

NARY MAstKWEL.

liiosteiý's Coin mneîtaries o11 the CollstitU-

tiolî of tle Uiitel States.

]fi FOSTER'S book, commences wjth .n iritroducWry
V.hstorical accourit of the origin of the Alrneri'3

Constitution. 11e theri, after discussîng its Preb
and nature, deals successivelv withi the three dePart'
ments of Government-the termi of office of mliers~
of the Huse of Representatives-the riglit of s"ffrage
The Senate and its oflicers. Apportionment of er'hc
tives and Impeacbment. We miss the explanatofls W

ouglit to be gi von as to bow the select:on lias been inade O
the order of topics. For persons flot initimately acquai
with tlîe subject there is great dilliculty ijj folloWjng th'
sequence of ideas. M'ýr. Foster should give a reader a key tf
enable himii to undorstand wby the chapters are piacd 1-

their present order. One valuable feature of the bok 18
the history of the developmrent of each. sub 'ject. For inst8nCe'
under the heading of " Apportionment of Taxes " a itr
of the apportionment is furnisbed, backed up byj JeffersoliS
opinion of 1792 and Webster's of 1832. Even the preanîible

to the Constitution bias its history. \Vhile, as a rule ofCO
struction, a written constitution, liko ail documienlts.
only be interpreted by wbat is found within jtseif,
knowledze of tbe events wbichi Led to the adoption 0 f the
g1,iven clause are an aid to an intelligible appreciati 0 ft0
meaning. No information is more apposite for agulllt
or for the drawing of an analogy. The intentiOof h
document may indeed often bie ascertainable on i fr00l
knowvledge of the iieulties wbich it xvas intended to a8

How far the strict teclinical rules of construction which
court wouki appiy to a deed of titie or a will canl f airlYab
applicable to the constitution of a countr'y may be quest0
able. It is a difficultv which is. sure to arise where¶er ~
paper constitution exists. Lawyers' quibbles and la e&Y
doubts are raised where plain people know perfectYl~
wbat is intended. A narrow-minded or a corrupt Or a t Il
bench inay decide questions in such a way that, lifter

the common sense of the cuînwunity lias tu ho appealed
for the purpose really of disregard ing what the W
defined to be by the court. The decision may be law, b~'
is flot what the nation requires. This generation is lw
ridden and it is found that the Constitution builders O

United States placed too much power in lawyers' hand
ré'gime founded on this basis generally yields to that Of
sword. People get disgusted with. the delay and hil
caused by getting to the theoietical right of a quesiO'
whîch thev know ought to bie decided promptly. t

Very miuch that Mr~. Foster writes is interestilg. îO
people of the United States. H1e deals with, their 10 0er

righits and local law. But where w , living as we do ho
another systern, have been able to verify bis stateflents,
seems to us franlk and impartial. For instance, in his Itks
ductorv account of the rise of the Constitution, hie SPe
more plainly of the difficulties of the Americans at thecls

of the War of Independence titan we remember to he'e. 90
in any other Amnerican author. Hie acknowledges the 0
ence the debtor class had asa factor in the RevolutiOfi 1'
those men "Itaxes were voted to ho needlestî burdeis, olit$
of justice to be intolerable grievances, and lawyers a flto

nuisance." Mankind at large will not contradict~
Mr. Foster's introduction is exceedirîgly well don,
deserves careful reading. We cannot accept Mr. F05ewo
favourable opinion of the Constitution as adopted, buItpeI
bave read bis statement of facts with great interO5 eins'
topic of the theoretical rigblt of secession is very fullY, .,, lis
and a ly discussed in tbis volume. At page 116 vw e8
found an account of early assertions of the rigbit. The, tit
threat was made in 1789 by Senator Pierce Butter, Of SI
Carolina. It is, or ou-lit to be, well known that orle r8o
of the war of 1812L was to drive the New England Stte
the verge of breaking up the Union. In 182 the 5O'eq
States were opposed to a new tarifftben iînposed, and a i
doctrine, that of nulification, was invented by South &

lina to ineet the ernergency. General Jackson tbrea J10
tu bang- Calîoun biglier tban Hayman if hie did no'% gaC l
tbis nullification scbeme. Tbe result wvas a draWn b bel
Tbe tariff was modified and South Carolina wvithdrOW
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