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banks of four European countries àvas $4,53,00,O000 in
1890 it had risen to $680,000,000, and in 1893 to , 1,023,-
00,00 Evidentiy in the struggle for the ýIscanty

Sia.et, these institutions are getting more than their
Prc oThey are "lcornering the goid and putting up the
Pc 0that that of every other commodity, silver included,

Mflit coule down. Wlien Dr. Johnson wrote:
HOw smnall of ail that hiuinan liearts endure,
That part whieli laws or kings can cause or Cuire.'

lie failed to take into account the power possessed Iby kings
or Gxovernmrents over the world's money supply ;or to fully
ftpprecjate the condition of the debt-burdened farmer or
tulerchant struggling against a conîtinuous decline in prices.

ADANî HARKNESS.

e .1have credited these lines to ,Johnston though tilcy appear,1
lieve, in Goldsmnith's Traveller. As 1 uiîderstaiîd it ,Johnson was

G"-tsmfitli's Iiterary cxecuitor andl fnliflg this poem inconiplete lie
adeamong other things, these ljfles. 'lhey .apputar t,, be xvritten
JohnSonese" .H

parisiaul Affct vs.

T IE discussion of the projected 1900 Exhibition is be-
coming miore passionate between the Parliamient and

the Goverrument. But the Fair wiil be heid ail the saine.
There Continues to be no enthusiasmn about the venture ; it
wiil be an international piay ground during six months for
the benefit of liotels, restaurants and the show-world. The
Pariiaînentary Comnmittee is dead against the project, but it

f'8itseif bound band and foot by the Governiment break-
Ing t5aoe.It promnised to inake no decisive step tili
Parliatuent had expressed its opinion, but, contrary to, the
rI~~ceents of previous Shows, it issued formai invitations to ail

uatiOns to take part; thé replies accepting leaves no liberty
to the Parliamrent That smacks of jockeying or smnuggling.
But the Pariinenrary Commnittee lias its revenge: it w~ill
recast the plan of the Exhibition. "'You cannot," says the

Gernet, "lfor the plans are ail prepared, and no time"fst ou alter themn." " Hait there," retorts the Cominittee:
precediyearS rernain to construct the edifice;- none of the

peeigExhibitions-1855, 1867, 1878, and 1>ý89-re-
lUtî.led more than two and one-haif years to ho run up.
Uesidles, the Comnîittee, utiless- Pariament wiwhes to abdi-
c4te its supreme right of controliing money grants, xviii re-
d'ce the area of the 1900 Scheme extensiveiy. It wiii not
alow the Champs Elysees to, be touched ; the conîing a
have the samie site as its predecessor; if more space for
facilitatinu amusements be required, faîl back on the Bois
de Vincenllnes-the Peopie's Park-forîthe accommodation.
4et the entrance to thé Show be on tlîe lef t, and not the
ritg ide of the river ; near the the esplanade of the Hotel
des"Invalides, not on the Place de la Concorde. And so
"'Y- we ail of us.

The undergr.ound history of the intrigues is this :The1900 Fair is purely a Parisian toy ; the Municipal Counicil
p11ll8 the strings - its support and guarantee of 12 of the
100 Millions of fr's of the total cost has been obtained by
the Government ini exchange for the latter's flot press4ing
the execution of the metropolitan railways, that the'
great railway companies are prepare(l te conistruet and
%'Ork at their own risks. The Municipal Council opposes
the construction of underground lines, with bill anid ciaws.
Why? B ecause the facilities would induce an Ilegira
4'tOfg the inhabitants w ho wouid fiy to the suburbs to
e8cPe the crushing rents and grinding taxation of tue city.

Teilatter would have its boan cases after business iïours,
itas bas London. The city's revenue would be diminishied ;

reUt8 Wouid tumbie down and the active dues dwindle, for
there Wouid be fewer inhabitants to feed. Parisians can do

. 1119t but submit to be fieeced. As the present ministry
b18 ils raison d'être on the sweeping away of ail abuses, it

as ai, excellent oppertunity to commence by favoring the
4king of the underground raiiways. Parisians arýý more
14terested in that titan in the extradition of Arton and bis
l'o'arrna corruptions.

The French ciaimt kinship turn by turn with the Latins
~dthe Greeks, to say nothing of the Gauls. In their love

110 paresn et eircenses, they have still a relict of the old
tart. Deputy Clovis H-ugues-whose wife shot a baliff

died for insulting ber, was tried for murder, and acquitted-
4 I Poet fie in a sense lives by grinding stanzas. fie is

4"1 <Our Own Correspondent " for a few journals, and con-
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tributes bis weekiy letters-not in prose but in poetry.
How many Academicians, or confrères, or cî'own pretenders
could do that 1 But he can be a iegislator, too, in lus off
moments. Thus he lias a bill on the stocks te provide the
Frenclh with their daily hread free that xveuld save tli
suppiicating it, mnateriaiists-he is one liiîself -excepted.
He is an extreme Socio-Deinocrat though descended in righît
uine fromt tenth century Hugues Capet, and se related to
the "Widow Capet," botterrknown. as Marie Antoinette,
who recommended "Icakes " for Parisians wiîen they had no
bread. Othior deputies take charge of providing' tue people
\vith amusements, fromn an international exhibition te a
Boeuf gras procession. M. Clovis 'Hugues doos not intend
te feed the thirty-eight millions with four pound boaves
gratuitously ; titat wouid impiy a daily baker's bill at the
rate cf one pounid of bread per nionth cf 5,1 f r. millions, or~
a total increase cf twvo milliards of francs te the national
budget whiclh is 3.ý fr. milliards. 1-e proposes that the
State should go into tie bakery business, as it dees in the
case cf tobacco, postage stamnps, and what is ioomning in the
future-tie distillatio n cf alcoh ol. The city sick and in-
digent bake tlîeir own crusts in common, se do the soldiers.
If the State opened kneading troughs and ovens and made
bread-baking a monepoiy, suffhcient profits would be mnade to
feedMie poor free. This wouldbhoa new formofcruinbsfailing
f roui the richi men's tables. The peet forgrets that the pr.of-
its on tobacco and stamps are arbitrariiy fixed by the State
just as it coins money by mnaking a piece cf silver of an in-
trinsic value cf two francs (Io duty for five. But this is the
threshoid of binietallisin that people, careful cf their peace
of mni, ought te avoid.

We are on the eve cf great events, it is whispered.
We always -.-re and wiii ho tilI tiîey occur. Since Eng-
land smashed the legenid of the Kaiser's omnipotence, the
Triple Alliance, which was reaiiy iiseif, bas become very
sick. It bas received another " ram " front Russia who has
regained Bulgaria. What a change that twe year-old baby
-the Prince Boris-has ruade ini Souti Eastern Europe,
by having bis religion clianged for hini. The Pope de-
plores the conduct cf "lpapa," and the latter is compliment-
ed by the Czar for selecting the Greek, rather titan the
Latin Church as the baby's road te heaven. With Bulgaria
the Muscovite cati defy Austria and Germany; can send
missienaries into Macedonia, and arclneoiogists and ether
scientists te study the port cf Salonica.

The French have tie hair a little standing on end by
the taking,-away-of-tlie-breath presumied naval estiniates cf
England. Their magnitude is net the iess regarded as the
compensation for any isolation Britain may suifer. A ria-
tien with a piethora cf 'Plying'( Squadrons, with boundless
wealth, unlinited credit and nearly forty muillions of a honte
population eut cf which te obtain red ceats and blue jackets
can only remain isolated tubl war opens. The Emperor cf
Germany promuised ini his officiai wvire te President Kruger
te back Iiimi up aiso with lus Ilpowerfui friends," whose ex-
istence even Stanley cannet discover. The French view it
as rank foiiy on the part cf William IL. te run a race with
England in a blcated navy. They deplore the expenditure
cf money under that iîead, as it will render diflicult, when
accounts couic te ho balanced, the return cf their five
milliards. Tue Czar fergets that the *Englisli navy is the
werk cf tlîree centuries, and ho aspires te accomplishi a
similar miracle in one-quarter, or se, cf a century.

It is the opinion liere that Mr. Chamberlain and Pros-
ident Kruger xvill make ail matters straight in the Trans-
vaa], provided the latter dees neot play xvith fire by speculat-
ing upon foreign aid. Tue foreigner wiîo would do se
would have te count with unpleasant regattas nearer home,
with Britishî war-ships, as well as at Delagoa Bay. If Kru-
ger cornes te England te partake of bread and sait, and in-
vites " Dr. Jim," after pardoning Iis~iate join in the
friendship lunch, niuch good weuid result.

About thé 1 4th J uly, France expects te ho able te issue
ber new postage stamps; the image-as xvas easy te beat-
is an improvement upon the present. IlMariannie," on the
new stamps, as the lady of the Republic is caibed, bas tee
much maso tdinite in ber features, softness is lacking, and
that could ho obtained without aitering thte expression cf
strong-mindedness. The bair is arranged in a fashion to
suggest a trace cf the eoiffiure cf the Furies ; te, many Scor-
pion twists;- one arm (the left) is oniy visible, houlding a.
buncb cf olives over the shoulder - the bult cf a tremendous
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