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mentary government dates back to less than
baif a century ago, and was won onty af ter
years of contest with thc present state.
Since the Britishi systern bas been intro-
duced into the provinces of the dominion
there has beeu practicati>' no friction be-
tween the different branches of government,
but the wheets of the potiticat machiner>'
have run with ease and safet>'.

Under the American Constitution the
executive and legialative authorities mn>'
be constantty at variance and there is littie
possîbilit>' on ail occasions of that bar-
monious legislative action which is neceas-
ar>' to effective legisiation. Dr. Stevens
whute regarding the presidency l' as one of
the most valuable ecations of the cons:titu-
tion " admits there are undoubted evits in
the American system, not the least being
the Ildetriment to the public intereats"
through this very confliot. The president
may strongly recommend certain changes in
the tariff, or in other matters of targe pub-
lic import, but unless there is in the bouses
a dtcided majority of the sanie political
opinions as his own there is little prospect
of his recommandations being carried out.
lndaed, aven if there is such a majority
it is quite possible that his views are net in
entire accord witb all sections of bis party,
and the leading men of that party in con-
greas nia>' be themselves looking to the
presidential succesision,and may not be pre-
pared to strengthen the position of the
present incumbent of the executive chair.
The nominat cabinet can and does give in-
formation to congresB and its committees
on matters relating to its respective dapart-
mente, but it is powertess te initiata or
promiote important tegistation directly, and
if it succeada in having bilts passed it is
ont>' through the agency of, and aftar many
interviews with the chairmen of the coin-
mittees having control. of aucli matters.
If congress wishes information from day to
day on public matters, it can only obtain
it by the incouvenient method of conimuni-
cating b>' messages with tha departments.
No minister is presant to answer soie in-
teresting question on which the pubtic wisheîi
to receive immediate information, or to
state the viewH of the administration on soie
niatter of public poticy. There is no leader
present to whom the whole party looks for
guidance in the conduct of public affaira
The president, it is true, is atected by the
Republican or Deniocratic part>', as the case
ma>' be, but the moment lie becomes the
exacutive lie is practically powertess to
promote efl'ectively, tbrougb the instrumen-
talit>' of ministers who speak lis opinions
authoritativaly on the floor of congreas, the
views of the people who etected him. Ris
messages are generally 8e many
words, forgotten toe often, as soon
as they have been read. His
influence constitutionalty is negative-the
veto-not the aIt-important one of initiating
and dîrecting legistation tike a premier in
Ca nada. The coniuittees of congresa whicb
are the governing bodies may stifle the
most usefut legistation, whute the house it-
self às able, througb iLs too rigii miles, ouly
to give a modicumi of ime to the consider-
ation of public measurea, except they hap-

rpen to be îoney or revenue bitts. The
speaker himself is the leader of his part>'
so far as lie bas influence on the composition

rof the committees, but lie cannot directi>'
initiate or control legistation. Under these
circuistances iL is easy to understand that
when the executive is not immediatety re-
sponsible for legisiation, and there is no
section or oommittee of the bouse bound to

initiate or direct iL, it muet be teo oftan ilt
digested, defective in essential respects and
itl-adapted te the public necessitiea. On
this point a judicieus writer* says " lThis
absence of responsibilit>' te public legisla-
tien, and the promotion of such lagistation
axclusively b>' individual action, have crea-
ted a degrae of misobiaf quite beyond corn-
putation." And again :"lThere is net a
state in the Union in whicb the complaint
is net well groundad that the taws passed
by the legialative bodies are slipsbod in
expression, are inbarmonious in their nat-
ure, are net suhjected te proper revision
befora their passage, are burriedi>' passed,
and impose upon the governers of states a
duty not intendad originail>' te be exerciat d
b>' theni, that of using the veto power in
lieu of a board of revision for tbe legislative
body ; and se bad is the gubernatorial office
organizad for any sucb purpose that the
best-intended governor is cempeited te per-
mit annuat>' a vast body of legialation to
be put upon tlie statuta book which is
aither uunecessary,in cenflict with taws net
inteÂded te ha interfered witb, or passed
for somns sinister and personal ends."

1 have dwelt at soe length on this
question of tlie Cabinet and the irresponsi-
bilit>' of the Executive, as it is especiati>'
important te Canadians te study the devet-
opment of the institutions of the United
States, with the view of taking advantaga
of their usaful experiences, and avoiding
the defecta that have grewn up under their
system. Att institutions are more or tess
on trial in a ceuntry tike Canada, wbicb is
working out great problems of potiticai sci-
ence under decided advantages, Pince the
greund is retatively new, and the people
have before themn ait tha experiences of the
world, especialt>' of Eugland and the United

' States, in whose systems Canadians bave
naturatly the deepest intere8t. The Wustor>'
of responsible goverment in Canada affords
another illustration of a truth wbicli stands
eut clear in the hister>' of natiens, that
those constitutions wbicb are of a flexible
character, and the natural growth of tha
experieuces of centuries, and whicb liave
bec n created by the necessities and the con-
ditions of the times, possesa the atements ef
real stabitit>', and best masure the prespari-
t>' of a people. In tha meantima, white
the United States are working out many
difficutt probtema for themselves, Canadians
fiud satisfaction in knowing that respouaible
goverument provides ati the macbinery ne-
cessary te give expansion te tbeir national
energies, mature efficient tagialation, and
keep the administration of public affaira in
unison with public opinion.
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WAR.

I stcod witiîî flie tenipic-archi cf Tiîîue;
Beneath its airy dcme and walls sublime,
Wbere stretchied in gîcoîn the fretted vault,
With lauret crownied and royal emblemas buig,
The long, long tino cf Earth's unfading great,
Her kinga, lier warricrs, in martial state,
And every conqucror upon bis tbronle,
With grisiy bauds and gbcstly eyes cf stone
And, like a curtaixi dewnward froni the beight,
Were dropîed iii sombre fotds tlic shades cf

nighit.

1 beard a hundred orgaîis deep'îuing biow
lu a vast solcînn barmcny aîud stow,
Until the uîwful beart cf Death awoko
And tbundered back a inusic wild, that bruke
lu f rigbtened echoes dewn the pillared wall,

* Simon Sterne in the American CyclopS-lia
of Political Science under bead of " Legisîstion,"
p, 754.

Witlî boltow voic aîîd strajîls Illtiphollli
And then the shadowed temple floors 8long
Out swept beneath the donme a vilderilig

thrcong -
And ail tlic suent monuments ivere given

Atouch of life froîîî out the wind of heavelli
And the fult treaci of armies c1aiiig fol
In nîighty rhythmi with the ilousiC'sivî
Till lighit sank streaîoiiug front the' iiii j5t bOve,-

Anîd over Death was tluîiig the xveil of love-
Then inii y heart a mnystie whisper stole,
Frein out the giory and the martial roil,
"Se, even now bef oie thine eyes appears !

The phantomn visra of Earth's ended year'S

Above the bermes iii tlîeir sculpttired st(>nle
1 saw, iii op)'ningl liglit, a blod-red threîie,
-ýt whose richi stops their faces ail woe beilt,
With humble looks and aspect supplianit
(. pon it sat a figure froimi whose eyis
ihere burst such Haines of fu ry, as tiprIse
When bonils a city 'neath tile inidiiit skies:
And on bis brow flashed bright a diadeili,
Aud 0cer bis breast sprend nimiy a scarlet go"
\Vithin bis mnighty baud ail reeking stood
A spear yet warmi anîd brig-lit ivithl huillail

ilotit,

Aîîd a wild awful lighit swept ocr his face
Te watch the tlripp)lig curremîts tili the Pl ce,-

The ghastly grill that cmurdering detîlicil"gr
When quivering croucheci witl in tijeir horrid

]air. 1 j
A.-ainst his gieaming tdirone i Piles were li
Tbe rîîeep-inoutbed gun, anti sabre"; gIittern4

blade,
WVlile, catîgbt upen the panopiy befoe, hd
Shene eut, more brigbt than ail, the syllibo

"War. "

Beholt !" a voice lueside nie whispered, ''S

llcw \Var is kinîg cf aIl our history
Amil ail the grcat. cf every age and land
Are, only miinîs 'neath his sov*reigi' hanfd
Fer at a îîec the tremilng niatioins fait,
Or tramnp to death at bis imperieus cal'
Anti ever silice this darkling world begaîl
Il as placed bis speil upoi tlie beart 'f Il'aii

g'ain 1 turned, but on tbe throîîe cf ýVar
There sot a maidlîî, toveliei by far
Thami eer a inortal heart had tlreanied iipOn,-
And War uitb bis wjtd luorrors ail %vore gofl0*
The light cf beaven's nicrîiing, sweet aýiid fBir.

Gleanied ou bier brew anud tbro' bier golden ur
Anti frei lier face there shiioie that SuirrY

sweet,tucne;
When wauidering angel-dreamns iii rapteii
Wbile rotund hier thiroîîe the tiîîkliigl brteez

pIayed,
And caught flic wvaîd'ring echoes, i5tbey

strayed
With breath of freecloni down the glati rotrest,

Tilt Joy sat captive at bier snowy fe et.
And, scarce iii silence did tbe Bof t winds1 ce5m5

'

NV/hen down the cleep 1 board the wl$o
"Peace,-

Angel enchantress, strifeless tFou hast W0nfl1
On earth forever, War's wiid rule is donc,
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ART NOTES.

TbrEe paintings by Whistler, 01,ned b>'
Alexander Reid, of Glasgowv, are a Bt tbe

Fine Arts Museum at Boston. One Il the~

"'Lady in a Fur Jacket," vatued bY 'teî
onrat $15,000.
Relic hunters have at last taken iflt0 dol

sideration the wreck of the World'sFair, "d
are now paying roundty for objecte nIodoee

in ktuif taken from the principal bailding5d
The angels on the woman's building are$S

to be ini so mucli dexnand tLat the>'li

fetch higli prices when taken down.

The Artiat-Artisan Institute Of e
York ciosed its schoots for the seasOn 0

Friday, June l4tb, The re-opelîn. 10
October is to be marked bycr*ld g
improvements, for whichMrJonVl
Stinson bias heen working these nian>' Ye
The trustees have promised hi 10o1110
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