witl: a large body of human beings, who,
if not flends themselves, seem capable of
making white men worse than fiends. Nor
is it reassuring to hear an American sober-
ly asgert that more than half the white
population are no more intelligent than
the negroes.

There js yet another difficulty in the
growing Influence of the West, with its
silver and agricultural questions. As a
matter of faet, the Southern question
seems likely to be replaced by a Western
question—that is, the next sectional split,
if there I8 to be one, will be between
the East and West. Canada’s interests at
present are principally in the East, and
it would seem unwise for her to enter a
union where the welght of the West in
general affairs seems to be dally growing.
The Canadian Weet does not seem likely
to be proportionately so Important
for many years to come; and at present
there "are no signs to show that a want
of harmony may be expected.

La:stly, there is the difticulty we have
more thap once hinted at in the danger
of becoming too big. The United States
are within a measurable distance of one
hundred million inhabitants; and with not
half that nuwmber she has been rent asun-
der by one of the flercest and most costly
civil ware in the world’s history. Canada
is reckoned to be able to support almost
as many inhabitants as the States; and
her unoccupied territory must soon by sim-
ple force of pressure fill up more rapidly
than it has been doing. The great ques-
tion arises—is there a limit beyond which
& country may become too large, and
government unsatisfactory and inade-
quate? Able as the advisers of the Pre-
sident are, it seems as if they already had
.on their shoulders as much as they can
well bear. It ls unnecessary to recall
oné by one-the Instanmces of secretaries
breaking down in office; they are satill
tresh in people’s memory. Increase of pop-
ulation means increase of work, nor can
satisfaetory relief be provided by increas-
ing the number of assistants. There is
a certain quantity of official business,
whick only one man can perform, and
which few men are capable of performing.
Can the machinery of government go on
growing indefinitely in capacity as the
population grows in numbers? Is it
wise ther on the part of the United States
is it wise for Camada to hasten an in-
erease ol population, which means an in-
crease of care and labor for those who
have to gulde and think for the States ?
Not only the administration would fesl the
added burden, but the Supreme Court, and
both branches of Congress would have
their work almost indelinitely Increased,
both by the additional quantity of labor
and by the complexity of new issues which
& union would entail.

It should be remembered, too, that
the larger a country grows, the more
self-sufficlent it becomes,
of foreign imports djminishes. That
means a loss ol revenue, and eventually
leads to new methods o! taxation. Thus
a fiscal revolution, if not precipitated,
will be hastened, and direct taxation,
with all its disadvantages, will be intro-
duced. These are some of the practical

reasons which occur as worthy of every- -

one’s consideration before hg commits him-
sell finally to any scheme of union.

It the arguments adduced are sound,
it must bo clear that for Canadians there
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is at present no standing-ground half-
way between Annexation and the exist-
ing state of things. If a vast increase
took place in Canada’s population, and
ene relatively greater than that o! the
Statex, Independence might become a pos-
sibility. Under other conditions, it could
be but a stepping-gtone to what its ad-
vocates most dread. It is dilficult to see

-that Annexation, apart from sentimental

consliderations, would be wholly an advan-
tage. Nor is the present status, for
Canadians, the worst that might be.
We have as close a unjon with the land
of our fathers, and with the traditions
of thi past, as is compatible with an
almost independent existence. We may
be called a colony, but .it is non-
sense to talk of Dbeing treated as
colonists and
Great Britain., Everyone not privileged
to live in the British Isles must expect
a certain amount of condescension from
those who are so privileged. We fare
no worge tham German primces, and it
is idle to expect that any political change
would better us in this respect. If, on
the other hand, we seek enlarged trade,
we should pause before we barter for it
our autonomy, and put ourselves, as it
were, in commission to a people fifteen
times as large as ourselves. We may seem
to Americans to suller loss unnecessarily,
for a mistaken idea; but we feel thatin
our efforts to preserve our independence,
we should be able to count on the sym-
pathy and generosity ofi those, who have
themselve« suflered s0 much in the cause
ofl freedom. F. W. FRITH.

THE ANTAGONISM OF THE AGES.

Youth and Age are pitted agalnst each
other in the battle of lite. The one “holds
the fort,” the other is ‘“only an armour-
bearer.””

Their relation is ome of reeiprocal scorn.
The young man repudiates with indigna-
tion the idea that he will ever become such
an impersonation of homespun, bulky, sat-
isfied quiescence as any of the semi-cen-
tenarians he sees about him. Still less will-
ing is he to admit that the future of his
other self, the graceful, white-handed dam-

sel who ‘walks by his side, will have the -

slightest resemblance to the present of
those withering mentors, and withered
mementoes, that blight the homes and em-
bitter the declining years of old men. The
skeletons that stand in his closet helong
not to the past but to the future, and
so hideous are they to his eyes, that he
has walled up the door, and represents
the room and its contents as the exclusive
property of his next neighbour in the block.

But serene in the possession of Time’s
secrets, the ancient mariner on Life’s voy-
age, casts no emvious look behind on his
struggling rival, but rather a knowing
wink, full of storied wisdom and a kind
of sinlster pity. Having long haggled with
years, he knows their grasping, Jewish
nature, their Shylock thrusts at life and
gpirit, In return for paltry loans, mere
tithes of the demand of youthful ambit-
ions. He knows too, that the magic touch
ol their shadowy fingers is sufficlent to
account for all changes in himself t}pd those
about him. He can well afford to wrap
himself in his eloak of calm content. aware
that his detractor-Will soon take-a place
by hie stde, the possessor of equally mod-
eriited ideals and trivial realities, gained

dependents of.

. original minds by the lamentable de’t,e

by like wholesale relingquishmesnt®
youth’s valuables to the pawa-bro
clutech of Time. But seorn of its scor?
only a fraetion of the measureless cont
which age entertains towards youtk
stores of wise advice are duly ﬂ?»VO“ o
with this bitter herb, before they 3
ministered as a saving sacrament 88¢
treme unction when the self-respect Of °
enfeecbled reciplent iz at death’s door- (¢
while youth’s scorn is often excited by-i&
tictions of Its own heated imagind? -
that the age has the advantage of F*° .
ing the sum and substance of what 15
spizes. There le an accuracy and int oalf
abecut its condemnation which can :
be gained by experience in folly. t?ll'
The philosopher to whom the iné
cable and disagreeable tacts of Naturé ™
meat and drink, finds In this feellns
miutual repulsion one of the main elen®
of growth. Man progresses like 8 rower
his skiff rather by spurning the past ks ﬁ
facing the future. It Is necessary
Youth should regard Age with disf8”
in order that Its own future position
ever it falls short of early dreams Mm% h“
least show some slight advance on 8!
of its predecessor. And Age on the ot?
hand, though such near sightedness awé &
to insignificance the appearance of 1 o
val, must ever v'ew its present as the¥°
ol its tuture, if it would make g0 pub
claim to priority not merely in birth
also in progress.
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MARLOWE.

joer:
Three hundred years ago English “ﬁe
ature lost ome of its most brilllan? b

L e e

of Christopher Marlowe. Dyce, Witk
indefatigable labour of a scholaf, o
done much to place this writer befor® -
public as he was, and any student of ¥
lowe must carefully examine Dyce’s -
haustive work if he would know thorod® .
Iy the father of the Shakspearian dr:é’,
Nothing has been neglected by that * .=
ous searcher, and many are the tred®®
that he has brought to Mght. AB%y
others is the tmpor'ta,nt entry in the b\lfo
register of the parish church of St. NI
as : “ Christopher Marlowe, slain bY F
cis Archer, the 1, of June, 1593.”
Marlowe was born at Canterbwsy
1564, so that at the time of his death
had not completed his thirtieth year-
despite his youth, despite the stormy PR
that culminated in his deplorable 488’ 4 =
a tavern brawl, no writer has left bi® )
more firmly stamped on our literd™ .,
English literature Is strong In mas¥ 4
partments, but In one only is it Wit e
a ritval —the Drama. Chaucer, in 1% ot
tive work; Milton, in epie perto»rm"“hey i
Shelley, in lyrical flights; all havé t 9’," 8
peers —nay, even their superiors in Bur® #
but Shakspeare in the Romantic Dra® &’exe
the one name that stands on a PID% ¢
high above all writers In his tield- o
he wae able to do his work so W€ o}
largely due to Marlowe’s having PréP e
his instrument, leaving his glant mmﬁhﬂ“" o
to work out his master creations W . ¢
having ‘to mvent the form into WH
would cast them. , mﬁ
Very little Is known of M'arlon;e‘di
even less than ls known about s
Wiil's” He was the son of a shoe® p"‘?
and through the generosity of som':d‘
ron recelved a schiool and afterwd

“;;:-‘5.{1




