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witL a large body of buman beings, who,
If flot flende theinselves, seem capable of
xnaking white men worse than fiende. Nor
le it-reassurlng to hear an American sober-
iy assert that more than liaif the white
population are no more Intelligent than
the negroles.

There la yet another difficuity la the
growing Influence of the West, with Its
eilver and algricultural questIons. As a
matter of fact, the Southera question
eeemi likely to be replaced by a Western
question-that le, the next sectional eplit,
if there le to be one, wili be between
the East and West. Canada's intereste at
preseat are prlncipaliy la the East, and
It would seem unwise for her to enter a
unlou wbere the welght o! the West ln

general affaire seeme to be dally growing.
The Canadlan Weet doee not seem llkeiy
to ho proportlonately se Important
for maay years to come; and at present
there are no signa to show that a want
of harmony inay be expected.

Lastly, there le the dIfficuity we have
more than once hlnted at la the danger
of becomlag too big. The United States
are withla a measurable distance of oae
hundred million inhabîtants; and wlth not
Itaif that nuimber she lias been rent asun-
der by one of the f lercest and most costly
civil wark; la the world's history. Canada
le reckoned to be able to support almost
as many inhabitants as the States ; and
her unoccupled territory muet soon by sim-
pie force of pressure f11 up more rapidly
than It lins been dolng. The great ques-
tiOn arlees-Ise there a limit beyond whlch
a country may become too large, and
goverament unsatlefactory and Inade-
quate ? Able as the advisers of thc Pre-
asident are, It Beeme as If they already had
on their shoulders as much as they cau
well bear., It la unneceesary to recaîl
one by one the Instances of secretarles
breakIng down la office; they are still
fresli la people's memory. Increase of pop-
ulation means increase of work, nor can
8atlsfaetory relief be provided. by Increas-
Iag the aumber of assistants. There Io
a certain quantlty of officiai business,
whicL only one man Oaa perforai, and
whlch few men are capable o! performing.
Cala the machlnery o! goverament go on
growlng iadeflaitely la capacîty as the
population grows ln numbers ? ls It
wise then on the part of the United States
Is it wise for Canada to liastea an la-
crease plT population, whlch means an ln-
crease o! care and labor for those wlio
have tu guide and thlnk for the States?
1Not oaly the administration would feel the
added burden, but the Supreme Court, and
both branches of Congress would have
their work nlmost lnde!litely lacreased,
botli by the addltlonal quantlty of labor
and by the complexlty of new Issues whicli
a union would entail.

It eliould be reme'mbered, too, tliat
the larger a coulntry grows, the more
ef-sufficient it becomes, and the aeed
o! foreiga Importe d1lnishes. That
mens a loes o! revenue, and eventually
lead,, to new methods of taxation. Thus
a fiscal revolution, if not precipltated,
wili bc hastened, and direct taxationi,
wltbj aIl ite disadvantages, will be lntros-
duced. These are some of the practical
reasona which occur as worthy o! every-
one'si couIderatlon belore liq commits hlm-
self f lnally to any edlieme, of union.

if the argumente adduced are 8ouad,
it muet bo Clear that for Canadians there

la at preent no etandiag-ground haîf-
way between Annexation and the exIst-
lng stat', o! thinge. If a vaet lacrease
took place la Canada'e population, and
one reiatîveîy greater than that of the
Statett, ladependence miglit becosas a pos-
slbIlity. Under other conditions, It couild
be but a stepping-ftone to what Its ad-
i-ocates most dread. It le difficult to see

- thnt Annexation, apart from sentimental
considerations, would be wholly an advaa-
tage,. Nor is the preseut statue, for
Canadians, the worst that miglit be.
We havc as close a union with the land
ot our fathers, and with the traditions
o! thé- past, as le compatible with an
aimost ladepeandent existence. We may
be called a colony, but -It la non-
sense to tn.lk o! belsg Vreated as
colonilste and dependeats of.
Great Britain. Everyone not privileged
to live la the BritishlaIies muet expect
a certain amount o! condescension frein
tliose w'îo are so privileged. We rare
ano, worse thau German princes, and lt
la idIcý to expert tint nny political change
woul<l better us la this respect. If, on
the oti-er hand, we seck enlarged trade,
we sliould pause before we barter for it
our autonomy, and put ourseives, as It
were, ln commission to a people f ifteen
tImes as large as ourselves. We inay e3eem
to Americans to suffer lues unnecessarIly,
for a mîst-aken Idea; but we feel that la
our efforte. to preserve our Independeace,
we should be able to count on the sym-
pathy and generoslty o! those, w-ho have
themselve4 su! fered so muci ln the cause
o! freeilom. F. W. FRITH..

THE ANTAGONISM 0F THE AGES.

Youth and Age are pitted against each
otier la thie battle o! flie. The one "boldo
the fort," the othe- le "only an armour-
bearer."1

Their relation le one o! reciprocal scora.
The young man repudlates witi indigna-
tion the Idea that he wIll ever become such
an Impersonation o! homespun, bulky, snt-
1sf le< quiescence as any o! the oemi-cen-
tenarians lie secs about hlm. StilI becs wIll-
iag le le te admit that the future of hie
other self, the graceful, white-hnnded dam-
sel who walks by. hie side, will have the
eligiteet resemblance to the present o!
those withering mentors, and withered
memeatoes, that bliglit the homes and em-
bitter the decllning yenrs o! old men. Tie
skeletons tint stand la is closet beloag
not to the past but to the future, and
so 11hideous are they to is eyes, that he
bas walled up the door, aud represents
the room and Its contents as the exclusive
property o! hie aext nelghbour la the hlock.

But serene lan the possesion o! Time's
secrets, tIe ancleat mariner on Life's voy-
age, caste no envious look behiad on hie
etruggling rival, but ratier a knowing
wink, fulIl o! storied wlsdom and a klnd
o! sinI;ster pity. Hnv:ng !oag haggled with
years, hoe knows their grasplng, Jewisb
nature, thelr Shyloek thrusts at lire and
spirit, la retura for paltry boans, mere
tIthes o! the demand o! youthful ambt-
ioue. H-e kaows too, thIat tIe magle toueli
o! their ehadowy f ingers le suffIcient te
account for all changes ln himsel! and thome
about hl=. He cau well afford to wrap
lmhsel! la hie cloak o! cala content. aware
tînt hie dctractor*Iili soon take a place
by hlmr aide, the possesor o! equally mod-
eràted Ideals and trivial realitces, gained

by like 'wholef ale relluqulshfle3tu
youth's valuables to the paw-brxl

clutch. of Tline. But scoru of i[tasoo t
only a fraction of the measurelees C0 teo
which age entertaIns towards yOlhtb*,~ lit

storeis of wise advice are duly fiayOi'0 1

with this bitter herb, before tey 8r
ministered as a sayîng sacramentan
treme unetlon 'when the self-respect 0f'
enfeebled recipient le nt death's door. ÀI

while youth's scorn le olten excited bY
fictions of its own hiente intaglf&t'
that the age lias the advantage Of lCOI0

Ing the gum and substance of w 'te
spiées. There le an accuracy and itwy

about its condemnatIon which can 0

be gained by experience in folly. -pl
The philosopher to whom the IneM'

cable and disagreeable facts o! Nature0
meat and drink, f lads la this feeling9 0

mutual repulsion one of the mail I15
of growth. Man progresses like a rOWef tbo-
hie skiff ra.ther by spurning the past
faclng the future. It Is necessarY
Youth should regard Age with dl5f&e<. l

la order that its own futuire positol.,b i
ever it rais short of early dreannl Ifilt
least show seule, elght ad-vaace 011 tb$ 1

o! Its predeceseor. And Âge on the
hand, thougli suchi near sightedness5e i
te lnsignificance the appearance o! lU t
val, must ever v ew it8 preseat as theYet
o! its future, If It wouid nmake 90 t

dlaim to prlority nlot merely ln birtlh1)I

ais inprgres. WILLIAM MCOII">

MARLOWE.

Three hiindred years ago Englisi1
ature lest one o! Its most brlJIII8a1t
original mIîndýs by the lamentable dO*t'
o! Clirietopîxer Marlowe. Dyce, wlth D

ladefatigable labour of a scholar,
d.oue Lnuch toplace th4s wrlter befum
publie as 'lie wa6, and any tudent of g

lowe muet carefully examie D 0l

haustive work If he woud know thorol4'
ly the father of the Shakepearlan
Nothing has been neglected by that
ous searcher, and maay are the r80
that he bas brouglit to lîglit. Aloe
others lea the Important entry ia the I)1cl
register of the parish churcli of St. i
as: Ciristopher Marlowe, elain bY

cis Archer, the 1. of June, 1598"1
Marlowe wais bora at Canterberf D

1564, &o. that nt the time of hie deatt't
lad n.ot compieted hi@ thIrtieth year-lr
despite hie youtb, despîte the storx'y Io
that culm!,nated la hie deplorable tleo',,
a tavera brawl, no writer bias, left IO '-
more firmly stamped on our lîteretgte'

Engliedl literature is strong lua 3'
partmenti, but Ia one only la it wito.
a rival -the Drama. Chaucer, Ila ,,t
tive work; Milton, la epic perfrr t'e

Shelley, Ia lyrical fltglits,; ail ha t

peere -nay, even their superlors l r

but Shakepeare la the Romantlc Dre I
the one name that stands on a P11111

high above, ail writers la hie f ield. l b
be wa*; able to do hie work 80wel 1

largely due te Mnrlowe's havIng Prla
hie lmtrument, leavlag hie glan t lfl<>t
to work out his maoter creatlofi lie
ha-ving to izuvent the formin lto
wouid cast them. MalOe ige,

Very littiele Io nown of Mroe t

even less tAi an is8 kaowu about 1,tr
WifI-bIl' He was the son of a $hoe1f it
and through the generoslty of seufle "
ron rectived a school and after'Wa

M ~


