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REA J)IX YGS FROM CURRENT LITERA TURE

A CE-P)AN DEFENCE 0F SIR MORELL MACKENZIE.

DI. KLEIST, an eniinent German pbysician, bias publishcd a tiinely

defence of Sir Moreli Mackzenzie frorn the recent attacks of some of bis

coi/rires. Il Is it possible h e asksl to Say xvby the English physician

adhered so steadily to bis cliagnosis ? Is it possible to comprehiend ail the

influences of which the outside world as, yet knows nothingO May it not be

possible, nay, even probable, that Mackenzie may have recognized the true

nature of the disease, but could expect no resuits, or only the worst results,

from tbe operation, and for this reason gave his definite veto and protest

against the diagnosis of cancer? I s it i mpossible tbat, liaving acquainted

the illustrious family .with ail eventualities, and having given thenm a

Statoment of the duration of life iii boîzh cases, they would not consent to

the operation? 'l____

TIIE WESTMINSTER hIALL OF THE FUTURE.

IF the special com mission of dxc judges sit in the Great 1 [aal of the Law

Courts, a use will ho found for a space hitherto practically wasted, a return.

Weill bie made to an ancient practice, and the hall wiil receive its liaptisni in

the forensie contest of great national issues whicb made Westminster Hall

historie. Its Gothic architecture, inconvenient fer the ordinary occasions

Of litigation, forms a not unfit framing for a State trial. On the windows

the records of the great chancellors and ,judgei wbio have administered Eng-

lis la intis pst establish continut with the administration of justice,

in' the preseni. Althoughi not succecding in producing, to tbe exten1t of

Westminster HTall, tie idea of vastness, it sufficiently suggcsts and has Capa-

City practically to carry out the requisite of publicity which has always

boon the essence of English justice. The judges and counsel are the guides

ar.d ministers of the law, but a State trial takes place before the whole

nation-Laie o'rxl.____

'111E P'OPULATION 0F ST'. PETERSBURG(.

ALL the capitals of Europe, save one, are increasing in population, and

that one, our readers will be surprised to hear, is Sb. Petersburg. If Con-

stantinople lhad shown a falling ofr, one would not have wondered, but it

i5 difficuit to realize that the? iussian capital bias in seven ycars been

reduced from 999000 te, 842,000 souls. So difficuit is the fact of realiza-

tion, indeed, that the Russian authorities refuse to, realize it, and arrange-

Inents of the most stringent kind are now bcing organized for taking an-

other census of St. Petersburg in Novemnber. During the last numbering

Of the people many families stayed ont ail nigbt to escape eDnmeration, so

in Docember a number of officiaIs will be told of to deal with the people

fOUnd in the streets. The latter xviii ho stopped and enumerated there and

thon ;the chances hein, that a good many of the citizens of the Russian

capital will get put down twice over. But the Czar is determined that bis

capital shall show a respectable increase in its numbers, and of course hiE

Wishes must ho carricd out.

D)ORS EXCITEMENT snIoRTEN LIFE

W110oVIvZ have studied man's carthly tenure and the causes which tend

to iongthoen or curtail it xviii have scarccly failed to notice how contradic

tory is the evidence of those we naturally look to to explain thein, and

that tiscir cx idence, even wben they agree, does not always accord witE

'Wbat would seeni to bc the, facts as they appear around us. One author.

ity says general physical dcvelopmnent is nieccssary to prolong ie, whih

another insists this is not required if the day's employment does not cal'

for physicai exertion. Dr. iD. B. Richardson, an eminent Eoglish au

thority, declares, ainong many obvious, though scarcely novel, proposi

tions, that everything that quiekeris the action of tihe heart, any kiniý

Of excitement, taxes aind reduces the storage of life. If this werc saic

Of thoso naturally feeble, or inheritîing disease, or even of those ieadiný

sedentary lives, and living fromi day to day without the invigoratinl

honefits of frcshi air and exercise, it would seem reasonable, for oi

does not have to be~ a, kilfui physiologist to know that excitemnen

affects the nerves as well as the heart. But is the statement strictl,

tr7ue when refcrring, as here, to, the entire human family '? Surcly soldier

en1gaged in actual 'warfare and sailors in peace as, weil as war liv,

anlOng excitements, besides being notoriously addictcd to indulgences a

to drinking and smoking, yet are they long-iived. Statisties show it an(

Observations corroborate tlei. Thc Pension list of tise Britishb army

giv'ing the ages of the bencticiaries, mon who have scrved in ail climatos

for from, twonty to forty years, and excluding those pcnsioned soonc

hocause of Ilwouxsds reccived whiie in thc performance of duty," show

that soldiers do not die as other men do; so it is witb the naval pensiofler

of the0 Greenwich Ilospital, noxv scattercd over Great Britain, becauso c

it8 abolisiment. In the mercbant service to-day it is no uncommoil thin

to fid a man sevenity years old in charge of a, vessel a post requirin

4ctivity of body as well as of mnd . From tbis il wouid appear that

"oUnd human body eau withstand hungter anc1 exposure and evon frequen

elcitomnont, if only there is plenty of fresh air and exorcise of a vigorou

klnd thrown in.-8c.hientific Arnerhcait.

TiHE idealistie artist finds in nature that whicli the common oye fail

to See there. Hie intorprets as wel as paînts. Hc throws new lighits o

the landscape, and reveals to, us an animating spirit wbere we lîad sec

014I wood and water. lIce is the poet of the brush, the truc seer ; and

his work is fragmentary, selecting the beautiful and rejecting tl

iunPleasant, no one is likely to conipiain. WTo do not need bis brush 1

OUR? LIBRARY TABLE

A \VAÏ-TINIE Wooî1ss. A sthry. By Clptainl Chiarles King, U.S.A. Illustmated.
Newv York :HIarper and Brothers.

This qtory, brighit and entartaining thoug l le i, scarcely deserves ail the attractions

w'li"b lxrintfýr, bîin(Irr ani artist have lavislxed upin it. Anv book that i8 worth reading

le worth b 'ing psut ln an attractive forin, ansI the publishiere have c3rtainly not in this

instance clone any injmîtie, te tise author. 'Tie stery turnse on an attachînent ferîned

througli correspondeuce between a young lady, secrotary cf a " Soldiers' Aid Society,"'

and an efficer lit the front. The lady's corresponident was not the peraon sh@ aupposed

hiîn te be, and manv* bewiidering comnplicationis arose that caused infinite dietress te a

truïtful girl, and excite i suspicions ah sut the loyalty osf a brave officer which, only the

dying confe.,iu osf tise cuiprit, entirely reîxs.sed. The stcsry, withont any striking

cîxaracteristics osf lle er incidlent, Ns tsld, as we haive said, lu a bright and entertg.lning

way, aud the illustrations are exceptieîîally gsod.

Tns POsITCrîxr NesucS 0se l ssc i M îEvqi5c Volussýs 111. ami IV. London :Smith,

leider and 1'nîay L ixilon andi New York :Macmillan and Comnsy. Toronto

Wiilliansse and C'ompasny. Pp. absut 30f). $1.50) ier v'oluîme.

Thises vlsbîîn9s cf a c'sîn;slte editioi ssf Jlossn4s tic il worki, tsi wisich ive allu'ied

some xveeks ago, c sntain ''Pise Passe,"''l King Victor and King Charieq," Il'The Return

cf tise Drsîses," "IA S,îul's Tc.ey" Il A Blet in the 'Seuitelseon," " Colens'e's Birlhday,"

and "Mien ansi Woiissýn." Tise c suveniexst ize, tise xseat, unadorned binding, the fine

isaîer and excellent typ, srap1shy osf tîsis editjIs uld suinike it sieqirable, net mnly te the

student w'ts loves li vn,4' etry, but to tise int or worn'n xviî loea a well-made

boosk, Tihe frssntisisiece of Voslumne 1Il. N aus excellent steel engraving cf tise îîeet frous a

poertrait mîade ix 1S31). Tt i, a isrofile 1 eseîtssent osf a young inan with sharp, clear cut

features, long noese, ]on,~ upîîer lis, an eloquent eye, ix'ir wavy, wern long as the fashion

xvas fifty 'Y ears age -altogetixer a strikixg faeo keen, lut contempilative ; pselical and

nxeditative but indisatixg îsractical sagacity.

The' 'ossswooitans agails îîskes its aixîearaîsce after sonie0 ienths cf rotreat. The

Anusst, lise 1\isîsrlli(ly, iusber lias ai tale cf contents that shnsld hie grati

fying te moxcre fasîldieus reasiers tisan tise average lsolislay seeker. There is a îsxarked iin-

provement in tise ccslourecl illustrations, but we muet cenfess our preforence for black and

white. Sne cf tise Isictureg tîsat are intended te cixsbeliish a gcod isaîer on '"The

Remance osf Reses " are tee suggestive cf a seedsinan's catalogue. AndI what eccentrieity

(If taste lsad tise editssr orv authssr tss labsel tIse psertraits lnuIl The Ladies cf tIse American

Court," II Mrs. President Clevelansd," Il Mrs. Secretary Fairchsildi," Mrs. General Logan,"

etc. 1But wlxen a reisublic establishes a court tîsere must usecessarily lie tities cf social

distinction.

Msc lm',fosr Seisteniber, cosntinues Bret Liarte's serial " Cressy," and W
T
alter

l'eter's ''Gastonx de Lileur. " George Saintsbury, wisose infusrmation le se extensive, and

wlsose style is sss cetestable, cssntribstes ax isaîer oun '' Winthrep Mackworth Prael.-

"'The Inchian, Native Pree.s," by Stepien Wixeeler, telle souxe facts cf iliterest isot gener-

ally knewn. IlPope, and tIse Pery csf tîse 1,,igliteentîs,"' by W. Mintc, is an acceptable

addition te tise literature xvbicb the recent Polpe consiemnoratien lias evcked.

LIT1iRARY AYND PERSONVAL GOSSIP.

lUis. S'iwNBuîînE lias senît te pîress a new volume cf peens.

A itmisEti ecliticin (if the Bssllî,ds of Hans Breissnn, with a number of Dew Angle.

German Iseemm, will lue issued sbertly by Messrs. Trüxhîer and Compsîany,

'l'HF Hlssse-Maker, a inithly mnagazinse, editecl by Marlon Ilarlansi, and published by

tise Hîsîne-Maker ('ensîany, xvili nake ite firet appearance in New Ycrk, October lst.

Ma. 1-. S11'ORTOSUE, isutixr cf Johns In1s'jt'sxs, etc., lias ivritteli a new novai, Tise

L Cossnte'ie Esc, wlsicls ivili ho îîîîlislsec hsefore tIse end osf tIse year by Messrs. Macmsillan.

* Tus publicationi cf tIse Lue sof Prsince t,'ostschakolff, ef tise Enisent Womea serles, is

likely te be a littie clelayesi, cwing tis The Timexs lsaving sent its antîser, Mr. Dsbsoss, oul

tour tss Central Asia. Mr. 1)sbsssn le the autisor cf tise ixteresling articles on the Trans.

Caspian Railway, xsew appearing lu T/ie Tisss.

Lexus) BsE&c NSIOiii anss Viseceunt Palmerston are the subjects cf twe new volumes

in tise Inernisationsal Ststesmuseis55ies, îsullished l'y T1. B. Liîspinccstt Comxpany, Phila-

j deilsîia. Thie fsormer is writlen l'y T. E. Kebîsel, senthor cf ''A llistcry cf Toryisus," aud

ythe latter lîy Lloyd C. Sanders, tise editssr csf tise series.

5yRobert' El.siso's'c it Ns said, bas been excluded freus the Ispwich, Eng., Library

h by the gssvernxing ccsiinmittee, son the grssînd tixat it les a clangernus book fsîr hioneet Tep-

twiclîians te reasi. Tise icet volumîîe of tise works osf tise bate Prof. Green, xvho figures ait

IlMr. Grey lui tîxat reiarkable nos ci, is absout rs'ady. Il will ccîntaln a mnemoir and a

'l'usF Londoin correlsodent cf tIse Mianchieter~ Guaeîdian writes: 'Il remnembar the

iseet 13rswning sav'ing Iiow lielisfxid Carlyle was tsi li whois hie was a Young man, and hae

lias still a gre:it admiirationi fcsr tise ilîsistriusý xvriter. 'The psublic xviii be îîleased te hearn

tîsat MUr. Bhrowning lias; entrstes te Mr. Nortonx, fosr tise snrpse cf publication, some

letters tîxat passed betweess Carlyle adIssi iiself mosre lixan flfty yeare age. A portion cf

this cssrresîpeîscence, wilich is cf grc'at iliterest, xvili sliertiy apîsear in tise second series cf

rthe Lettci'e of T/suisss Carlyle whicli cssver tise iserisîc freux 1826 te 1835.

To ais Englixmnan, xvho iately visited hîlux, Mr. Whiltier exîîressed lus surprise that

bis gust sisîulsi know se susîcli csf hie pssetry iîy iseart. II I wender," lie said, Iltson

sîxelssîlt birîtur tlsy îxernxsry witli ail tîsat risyme. Lt le net well te have tee, uul of it;

g bsetter get ris csf it as esîsn as pocssible. Wisy, 1 caîs't remeînber any cf it. I once, wenî

g te lîcar a wcsnslrfiil eratsîr, aisdi he w<snnd up his speech with a lscetical quetation, and I

a cîssîuîes witx ail sny iîct. Sssine sone tssuclsed sue on the slxcuder, and said, * Do yen

,t knssw whe wroe tisat ?' 1 saic, ' Ns, I den1t but it's gcssd.' Lt seoîns I had written it

5 usyseif. The fanît le, have wrîtten far tes lunch. wIlshhsalf cf it was in the Red Sea."

Hcms'per's IVeck'y gives tise follsswing, nder the iîeasiing " Personal " :-" A gentleman

swhe bas receîxtly visitesl Wilkie Collins at hie lieme in Wimpsle Street, says that the

ns ilîveiet le issokissg cld, anss that bis lisard wssrk lias left ite mark on hlm. Ha is thin and
n tssssîs ver', insicli, btiseyee, tlîsugls near-sighted are hright ansi sparkiog. Mr. Collins

n le a bard wssrker, and xvisn lney witiî a nssvel ussally workR night and day until il la

if finisliecî. It le quite ccsomeon fer hlm te wcrk fifteen Ixours at a stretch, eatiug scarcely

Oe anything, and drinking omsly a litle chsampagne duriug Ihat lime. He gels very rnnch

-,0 excite
1 

ever hie stssries, andi waiks absînt the rcom reciliusg tise sîpeechses oif hie cîsaracters

lux a mccls clraiialic nsanner.''


