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iE speeho Comerca no eie by Sir Richard Cartwright

aswell for a singularly masterful treatmnent of the subject as for its utter-
ance by the real and proper leader of the Liberal party. True, Sir Richard
deprecated the making of Commercial Union a party question :it shotild
he tbought be considered, flot from the standpoint of Cuust'îvatives or
of Reforîners, but of Canadians-williîîg to weigh tChe question upon its
inerits ; and lie spoke, flot for bis party, but for hiioseif alone. Stili, on
accounit of bis prominent public position, intinitely more weiglit must bc
attacbed to bis opinion tban to that of perhaps any previotis speaker on
this subject. For as he goes, probably a great party wvill go; and it
appears to us that if that paî'ty should definitely emubrace Commercial
Union as tlîe chief feature of its iniiniediate prograinne, nothing-if the
Ainenicans consent-could prevent the ultirnate adoption of Commercial
Union by Canada, and therefure probably th4e returnl to power of the
Liberal party. The major part of tlîe Libira] party are alrcady, without
doubt, in fa, our of the idea of Commuercial Union; and(, witb the additional
strength the party would gather in hfe Matriue Provinces, in Maniitoba,
ani iindeed aIl along the, border, front the Ettsteri, Town4nips to British
Columibia, by adopting Commercial Union as a nueasure of Liberal policy,
we slîould expect to see it sweep the country at the next Generïdl Electiou.
Nevertheless, the Lîberai party should not eveni foir thiý, iolvantage
abandon its traditionat Free Tracte priticiples. WVhether it remain in
Oppusiition, or as a Goveriinent ngttea triotty of Coumercial Uniion
witlî the S,-tates, a tariti' for reventue oîly >slould bfe the gial at whieh it
ailes. At the coinîparatively hi li ritv thec flincial obligations of this
country render necessary, such a tariff, judiciously adjiisted, wiil affird ail
ncedf ni protectiont to eveî'y industry worth fosterinig. This protection, it
is true, will avail only against colupetition front Eur-ope, if Commercial
Union be establishied; but in that case the country will have deternîined
tlîat CJanadian industries shall îlot be protecteil ngainst the States, and
the industries affocted mîust, if tbcy have suffered, be deait with in somte
other way.

~SIR RICHARD'S observations on inter- Provincial trade, especially hetween
the Maritime Provinces and Qucbec and Ontario, are very just. Notwith-
standing the construction of the Intercolonial Railway, at a cost of forty-
seven million dollars, to which mnust be added a further annual charge on
the country of four million for dead loas on current accouint, the experi-
ence of nearly twenty years bas only dernonstrated that the utmost trade
that can be done between the lower and upper Provinces, with the most
favouring circumstances, is very limited; and there is no prospect wbatever
of any great improvement. Time Government has indeed practically aban-
doned that railway as a mneans of welding the Provinces together, by
subsidising the Short Lin e tbrougb United States territory, which takes
the Intercoloimial iii flank, and restnicts its usefulness to tbe splîere of a
local line. Here is an adjitional evidence, if any need be added te
thiose adduced by Sir Richard Cartwright. that the natural. trade of the
Provinces is not with ouie another~ u ihteSae otesuho
each group. Sir Richard said little new on the subject of the advantages
of international trade between the States and Canada, perhaps considering,
as the Globe says, those advantages so plain as to need no demonstration.
A remark, however, that must commend itself to every business mnan w-as
that Ilwe have the means of informing ourselves very accurately of the
wants of the Ainerican market; we are able, to a great extent, to dispense
with the services of middle mnen in carrying on trade with the Americans
whjether as conaqumers or producers we con easily put ourselves in close
connexion with each other; and, therefore, it is only natural to suppose
that we can adapt ourselves to that trade and develop that market and
obtain better prices and condùUct o ur trade at leas cost than with any other
country in the world," witb wbich we agree, always provided the tariff
-irtîangements3 of the States-of the proposed American-Canadian Customls
Union--do not utterly spoil tbese advantages by excluding us rigorously
frons every other market than the American.

OF the political aspect of the question Sir Richard spoke cautiously
and wisely. H1e frankly recognised the many obstacles thit must lie in
the patb of a colony that proposes to discriminate againat the Miother
Country in favour of a foreign State. While deriding tbe Iscariotis of
loyalists who yesterday denonced the British connexion, if it were going
to conflict with the establishment of the National Poiicy, and to-day
reproach the advocates of Commercial Union witb being disloyal, becatuse
"they fetir their craft iuay be endaugeî'l.ed," be spoke with respect of the

ob jections of those who now oppose Commercial Union, as they opposed
the introduction of the National Policv, because that like tîms is in con-
travention of the policy of tbe British Empire. H1e thoughit, bowever,
tijat, as the total of Canadian trade is not of much conseoucuce to G4reat
Bnitain, any loss tbat mn ighit occur through irîcreased trade with the United
States (but he helieved that, as we grew richer and botter ale to pur-
chase English goods, there would be- a gain instead of n losq> would be
nmore than offset by the resulting increased frieudliness with the States.
We have neyer fairly tried the experimemit of endeavouring bonestly to
conciliate the Government and people of the United States ; on the con-
trary, the conduct of a considerable portion of the Canadiani Press and
people toward the people of the United States in the hour of thnir sorest
need was not of a sort to justify us in expecting much affection at their
hands, antI as one consequence the Rieciprocity Treatv of 1854 was abol-
ished. IlThere exists," said Sir Richard, I ot a single English statesman
worthy of the namne who would not say that the greatust service, that cao
he rendered by us to the British people is by every fair and honourable
ineaus to aid in making thons good friends with the people of the, United
Si ates ;" no Engclish statesmnan would liesîtate to strain a point (witb refer-
ence to ioss of British trade) to ensure a permanent Igood understanding
witb tîme States; andi if the peopie of Canada could succeed in carrying ont
this pro.ject, tbey would lie likely to benetit the Emipire more by tîmat than
by any other ineans. It was not then, he tlîough t, witlî Englaud that
our difficuilty will lie. (But hiere we iiuait remark that Sir Richard takes
im account of possible British objections to inmperilling tihe new Imperial
route to the East, which is undoubtedly vaiued as such, and increasingly
4o every year, but which could not continue so acore to E ngland if, as
Sir Richard himuself adînits, there may be a possible ri8k of political
absorption involved in cultivating dloser trade relations with the States.)
But however tliat be, whetber England be svilling, indifferent, or hostile,
as the BritiFh Governrnent bas, front the time of the Washington Treaty
down to the date of Lord Sali8bury's latest despatch concerning the
tisheries,- as the British (4overnment. has practicaily told the people of
Canada tliat in ail mattera of dispute between Canada and the United
States it expecta the Canadians to make the best bargain they con for
themselves without counting too mueh on the assistance of Great Bnitain
as the Fisheries Question is publicly avowed to be a matter to be dealt
with, not in the interesta of Canada, but in the interest of the Empire fit
large ; as moreover the British Goverometît, rather than imperil its
relations with the UJnited States, ahandoned Canada, and forbore to, press
for compensation justly due for the murders and outragres committed bY
maraudera from the Unmited States in the Fenian raids,--a wholly nee
principle of action, Sir Richard thought, had been established as betweenl
Canada and the United States; and the people of Great Britain bave no
right to complain if we, for our interest and the interest of the whole
Enipirc, strive to put ourselves on the most friendly relations with the
United States. The position of Canada in fact, he regretted to say, is

under existing circumstances very littie better than the position of a'
bostage given by Great Britain to, the United States. Tlutt is not a
situation he iiked-that is nlot a situation be thought it desirable tO
continue, eitber in the interest of Great Britain or of Canada. There-
fore, looking at the question in the largest possible way, he thought it to
be for the interest of the whole Empire that we should, if we couid, enter
into such close and friendly relations with the United States as nIleY
reinove ail possible causes of quarrel between theni and ourselves, or
between thein and thre British Empire.

Sia BicHARD appears to favour Commercial Union as the lesser of tWo
evila. It involves risk of Annexation ; but withouit it, owing to t he politicai
ineptitude of the people, and the mal-administration and extravagance Of
the Goveruiment, it is more than doubtful if. the Confederation can be pre*
served-or ia worth preserving. Well, we cannot believe that affaire are
as bad as this ; the manifestly prosperous condition of the country -s a-
whole at present, excepting perhaps the Maritime Provinces, is againat the
theory of impending political and economical bankruptcy ; and we 1'ut
doubt the political wisdoni of putting the national existence ait Zed


